CHAPTER V.    
The Schools.
  
Winterbourne C. of E. School.
IT was decided in 1813 to provide a school "on a plan similar to that which prevails in the National Society of the Metropolis." The bishop of Bristol became President, the Vice-Presidents being the Rev. Samuel Parker, rector, and Messrs. W. Wilberforce, John Smyth, William Perry, Edward and Samuel Brice, Elias Ball, J. S. Harford and Dr. Lovell. Mr. William Matthews was treasurer and undertook to superintend the erection of the building, the house now known as "Bourne House." A temporary school was opened in a club house, lent by Mrs. Maggs. The building was completed in 1815, the boys' school being opened in January and the girls' school in February of that year. There is reference to the admission of children from Westerleigh, Frampton Cotterell and Stoke Gifford. For some time a master and his wife were appointed, to take charge of the boys and girls respectively. In 1817 the master, accompanied by two boys and two girls, was invited to visit Wickwar, to organise a Sunday School there. The Committee anticipated the present system of medical inspection by appointing Mr. Alway in 1819 to inspect the children every three months "in case of any infectious disorder." In 1820 Mr. George Worrall became treasurer, and was very active in the management; he organised an "Anniversary Dinner," from which children whose conduct had been unsatisfactory were excluded. In 1822 an Advisory Committee of ladies, appointed to superintend the girls' school, recommended that writing and arithmetic should be abolished "except with those who work well at their needles."
In 1829 some children from the Workhouse (now Elm Croft) began to attend the school on Sunday, and to go to church with the other children. Shortly afterwards all the children of suitable age from the Workhouse began to attend the day school. In 1828 the bishop sent a gift of four books as prizes, the best boy, Thomas Ricketts, receiving a copy of "The Whole Duty of Man." The number of boys was now sixty to seventy, and that of girls fifty to sixty. In 1839 the Rev. John Pring, of Hambrook House, one of the managers, proposed that no children should be admitted under the age of six, and that no boy should be retained after the age of nine, and no girl after the age of ten. It is not stated whether this suggestion was accepted. In 1842 the Frampton Cotterell children were withdrawn, a school having been provided there. In 1868 Sir John Henry Greville Smyth conveyed to the rector and churchwardens "a piece of land containing one rood and eight perches in Bull's Close for the erection of a school to be conducted in accordance with the principles of the National Society." The original school was then abandoned. Additions to the school and school house have been made at subsequent periods.

Frenchay C. of E. School.
The original school was held in the cottage now owned by Mrs. Hughes on "Pearce's Hill" (the road running past the entrance to Frenchay Mill down to the bridge). The date (1829) is given on a tablet over the entrance. The girls were taught on the ground floor and the boys on the upper floor. The site of the present school was conveyed on February 1st, 1842, by Mrs. Rooke (formerly Mrs. Worrall), under an Act of Parliament affording facilities for the conveyance and endowment of sites for schools, to a number of trustees, "which said piece of land had been duly conveyed to her late husband, George Worrall, who died in 1840, and to which she was entitled under his last will and testament dated October 12th, 1839." The site was to be 
For the erection of a school for persons in the parish of St. John the Baptist, Frenchay, and for the residence of the School Master and School Mistress of the said school, to be conducted according to the principles of the Church of England.
There appears to be no record of the date of the opening of the new building. William Tanner, the last surviving trustee, died in 1887, when William George Tanner, as his legal representative, appointed himself and eight others to be trustees, subject to the powers and provisions of the original deed.

Winterbourne Down C. of E. School.
On September 29th, 1866, the Rev. F. W. Greenstreet conveyed to the minister and churchwardens of the parish a piece of ground on the east side of the road leading from Winterbourne to Moorend, to hold the same upon trust to permit the premises and all buildings thereon erected or to be erected to be used for a school for the education of children and adults in the parish, and as a residence for the teacher or teachers of the said school, "which shall always be in union with the principles of the Incorporated National Society." An addition was later made to the site and the original building has been enlarged.
Under subsequent legislation the management of the above schools is vested in the hands of four "Foundation Managers," and one nominated by the County Education Committee, and one by the Parish Council.

CHAPTER VI.

Charities.

Winterbourne Parish Charities.
HUGH BROWNE, of Winterbourne Court, lord of the manor, by his will (August 15th, 1691) left £13 per annum chargeable on the owner for the time being of Baugh Farm, Downend, for the distribution of 5s. worth of bread on every Sunday morning to poor parishioners, not in receipt of any alms or pay from the parish, and "who should commonly resort to the parish Church to hear divine service and preaching," by the Churchwardens, and Overseers of the poor, and such person or persons as the owner of Winterbourne Court should from time to time appoint.
William Bayley, formerly Sheriff of Bristol, in 1720 left £50, the interest thereon to be given in bread to poor housekeepers of the parish, not receiving alms, on March 25th for ever. The interest was paid for some years by his representatives, who, however, discontinued payment, and all endeavours to recover it failed.
John Silcock in 1741 left £50 to the Minister of the parish for preaching four sermons yearly, and £50 for teaching poor children of this parish, whose parents receive no alms, and who constantly frequent the Church. No trustees were mentioned in his will, but notices of reductions in the dividends were served in 1836 and 1842 on the Rector, Churchwardens and Overseers. The Rector and the Managers of the Winterbourne C. of E. School receive respectively £1 6s. 9d. yearly from this source.
Gregory Bush, of Bristol, apothecary, in 1760 gave £50 to four poor householders of the parish, that should not receive alms, and should frequent this Church, to be divided between them on December 25th for ever.
Richard Blake in 1771 gave to the Minister and Churchwardens for the time being the sum of £50, to be placed at interest to be laid out in bread to be given to the poor of this parish at Christmas for ever. This sum has long been lost in consequence, it is supposed, of the failure of the banker in whose name it was lodged.
William Rickards, of Winterbourne, by his will (March 10th, 1826) gave to the Rector and Churchwardens of this parish the sum of £200, in consols, with instructions that they should pay and apply out of the dividends thereof 20s. for the preservation of his vault (which is in the north aisle of the church), and the remainder to the use of the poor of Winterbourne, not residing in the workhouse then, the annual sum of £5, to be laid out in bread, to be delivered to the said trustees in the vestry room of the said Church on December 24th each year. A portion of the above was distributed in the ecclesiastical parishes of Frenchay and Winterbourne Down after their respective formations.
Sarah Martin, of Winterbourne House, in 1840 purchased £330 6s. 8d. in consols, in the joint names of the Rector and Churchwardens, to produce £10 per annum for bread to be given to the poor of Winterbourne frequenting the Church. George Martin, her first husband, died in 1837, and she subsequently married William Bevan.
Sarah Bevan, who died in 1861, left to the Rector and Churchwardens and Overseers £300, the interest to be applied to the purchase of bread, to be distributed on December 25th in each year amongst such of the aged poor as they shall select.
Mrs. Mary Anne Jones, who died in 1862, left £200 to the treasurer of the Winterbourne National School in aid of its funds.
John Hay, of Whiteshill, surgeon, who died in 1856, left £100 to the Rector and Churchwardens of Frenchay for the distribution of bread or articles of clothing at such times as they may think fit. After the formation of the parish of Winterbourne Down a portion of the income was allotted to that parish.
Susannah Bull, widow, of 7, Montrose Villas, Redland, Bristol, whose will was proved on August 23rd, 1889, left to the "Vicar" and Churchwardens of Frenchay £100, the interest to be spent on the repair and upkeep of a grave marked "S.B.," situate on the east side of the Frenchay Churchyard, and the surplus to be divided amongst the deserving poor of the parish. The direction as to the repair of the grave was declared invalid by the Charity Commissioners as "infringing the rule against perpetuities," and so the whole is applicable to the poor. The flat stone gives the inscription "Sacred to the memory of S.B., who died August 31st, 1871. Aged sixty-five years." The Frenchay register of burials gives "Sarah Comer, of Clifton, September 7th, 1871, aged 67" (with a marginal note "S.B. tomb within railings ").
Madam Beck, widow of Joseph Beck, of the Manor House, whose will was proved in 1799, left bequests to the poor of Bristol, and also £10 to be distributed annually in sums of 10s. each to twenty of "the respected poor of the parish of Winterbourne" by trustees. One of these trustees is selected from the parish. Eight of the gifts are allotted to the ecclesiastical parish of Winterbourne, and six to each of the parishes of Frenchay and Winterbourne Down.

Charity Trustees.
In November, 1899, a new scheme for the administration of the above charities (other than those of John Hay, Susannah Bull and Madam Beck) was issued by the Charity Commissioners, under which the trustees have a wide discrimination in the disposal of the funds. The charities are distinguished as ecclesiastical and non-ecclesiastical, the former consisting of those of Hugh Browne, Gregory Bush, Mary Anne Jones (for the Winterbourne National School), and a yearly sum of £1 out of that of William Rickards; the latter consisting of those of Sarah Bevan, Sarah Martin and William Rickards (subject to the payment thereout of the said yearly sum of £1). The trustees of the former are the Rector and Churchwardens of Winterbourne; those of the latter are the Rector and Churchwardens of Winterbourne, the Rector of Frenchay, the Vicar of Winterbourne Down, the owner for the time being of Winterbourne Court, and two representative trustees appointed by the Parish Council of Winterbourne for terms of four years. The annual income has decreased owing to the reduction of consols from 3% to 2½%. That of the ecclesiastical charities is now £18, that of the non-ecclesiastical £20 7s. 0d.
The two bodies of trustees have adopted the practice of acting jointly in the disposal of the income, the greater part of which is distributed in gifts of 5s. worth of groceries or coal at Christmas. The consols are vested in the Official Trustees of Charitable Funds, and a statement of accounts is rendered yearly to the Charity Commissioners.

The Perry Almshouses.
In 1851 Mary Anne Jones, widow of the Rev. J. W. Jones and daughter of Mrs. Hull (a daughter of William Perry, of Winterbourne) conveyed to the Rev. W. B. Allen, rector of Winterbourne, Henry Marsh, of Bath, William Tanner, the younger, of Stapleton, and William Charles Fox, M.D., of Northwoods:
All that piece of ground near to the late Common called Winterbourne Down and the Turnpike Road leading to Bristol, and containing 2 roods and 22 perches, and also all those ten several cottages now in the course of erection by her the said Mary Anne Jones, upon trust to select such poor men and women of sound mind who shall have attained the age of sixty years or be incapable of wholly maintaining themselves (then follow certain conditions as to residence), and who, not being let by sickness or some other urgent cause, have attended Divine Service at the Church of the parish of their residences for the time being every Sunday for the last five years and been partakers of the Holy Communion and lived a righteous and sober life to the glory of God's Holy Name.
The Incumbent of the rectory for the time being to be a trustee and any vacancy in the number of the three lay trustees to be filled up by the surviving lay trustees. The ten cottages are by the desire of Mrs. Jones to be called "The Perry Almshouses" out of respect to her family and dearest relatives. She transferred £3,000 Bank 3% Annuities for the maintenance of the almshouses; she died in 1862, bequeathing an additional sum of £1,000, subject to the same trust.

CHAPTER VII.

The Tenure of Lands.

UNDER the Feudal system the king was in theory owner of all the land. He assigned a number of manors to each of his Barons, who held them of him "in chief" in return for military or other services. In the reign of Henry II a system of payment, called "scutage" or "shield-money," was substituted to a great extent for military service. The Barons granted many of their manors to others who held them of them and who gradually became the owners. These lords held some land in their own hands, their "demesne," the rest of the cultivated land being occupied by tenants of different classes, subject to varying conditions as to work on the lord's demesne, and payment in kind or in money. These tenants had also rights on the Common or Waste lands. They were not free, being under the jurisdiction of the lord and unable to leave without his consent.
In 1348-9 came the Black Death, when it is estimated that from one-third to one-half of the population died. Labour became very scarce, the tenants began to leave their holdings, and much land lay untilled. During the next two centuries the old feudal system came to an end. The export of wool to Flanders, and the growth of cloth manufacture in England encouraged sheep farming; the land was leased in larger holdings, and the tenant farmer came into existence.
The property attached to the Winterbourne portion of Sturden manor was held from an early time by the Smyth family of Long Ashton (see "Manor of Sturden "). Sir John Smyth appears in the Survey of 1827 as owning 555 acres. There are records of the sale of portions at various times. The remainder has been disposed of comparatively recently.
Early deeds show that lands attached to the manors of Winterbourne and Hambrook were passing into other hands between 1500-1600. In 1601 the Bristol Corporation, as Governors of the Q.E.H., purchased "divers lands and hereditaments" from Edward Butler, of London, merchant. Land was in demand as an investment. Thomas Hopkins, of Bristol, merchant, purchased lands from the Bradeston family, lords of Winterbourne. The Bayly family held large properties in Hambrook, which they finally disposed of about 1800. The Tucker family, who are said to have occupied Crossley House for about 300 years, owned lands in Winterbourne. The Griffith family were connected with the parish for a long period. John Griffith became rector in 1642. Members of the family held properties as owners and as tenants from c. this time onwards. General Griffith appears in 1827 as owning c. 225 acres. Their last property in the parish was sold in 1895.
The Parker family held land in the latter part of the eighteenth century and the names of several members appear in the Survey of 1827. In 1794 Samuel Worrall, of Clifton, and Robert Tucker, made large purchases, much of which subsequently passed into the hands of George Worrall, son of Samuel. In 1827 the largest owners were Sir John Smyth, Bart., the Governors of the Q.E.H., General Griffith and Elias Ball Slater in Hambrook. In 1880 they were Sir Greville Smyth, Bart., the Governors of the Q.E.H., Darby Griffith, William Tanner and the Rev. John Mirehouse, rector of Colsterworth, who inherited the property of his father, the Rev. William Squire Mirehouse, of Hambrook Grove; this property, which still remains in the family, is now the largest in the parish, the next largest landowner being Alderman Henry Matthews, who purchased the greater part of the Q. E. H. property in 1920. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries a number of merchants and bankers of Bristol settled in houses in Frenchay. The late Sir Charles H. Cave, Bart., in "A History of Banking in Bristol," gives the names of the following who were partners in one or other of the many Banks from 1750 onwards, and who were resident in Frenchay; Harford Lloyd, son of Abraham Lloyd, Levi Ames, John Edye, Edward Harford, Thomas Deane, John Vaughan, Edward Brice, Thomas Kington Bayly, George Worrall and Albany Bouchier Savile.
The lords of the manor and other owners of property adopted for some time a system of granting leases for ninety-nine years on three lives, the lessee paying an initial sum, called a "Fine," a small yearly rent, and a "Heriot" (either a beast, or some chattel, or a sum of money) when any of the three lives fell out. The terms of several of these leases are quoted in the "History of the Older Houses." In 1780 Thomas and Elizabeth Whalley, who held the manor of Winterbourne, granted the lease of a cottage to Thomas Mauler and Ann, his wife, for ninety-nine years:
If the said Thomas and Ann, and James Haynes, or either of them should so long live, at a yearly rent of two good fat pullets and a heriot of 6s. 8d. at the death of each of the said persons.
	In 1790 a Committee of the Governors of the Q.E.H., Bristol, reported that their property in Winterbourne, consisting of 280 acres, was all let to different persons on leases for lives; that the average receipts for sixty years last had amounted to £125 11s. 8d., while the real value of rack rents was, according to the Surveyor, £373 19s. 0d. They concluded with a recommendation not to grant leases for lives in future of these estates, copyhold cottages only being excepted.
Other owners of property continued to grant leases on lives for many years subsequently. The late Mr. Walter Norgrove said that he believed that he was the last survivor of any whose name appeared on such a lease. Many of the tenants under such leases purchased their holdings in fee from the owners, while others conveyed the remainder of their leases to persons who later purchased the holdings in fee.

ENCROACHMENTS ON WINTERBOURNE COMMON.

TOWARDS the end of the 18th century there was a considerable amount of common or waste land (chiefly in the eastern portion of the parish) over which the several owners of property held grazing rights, which they granted to their respective tenants. A letter from the Governors of the Q.E.H. to their agent, dated December 23rd, 1779, says:
We are informed that a considerable part of Winterbourne Common hath been, and is now about to be, enclosed to the great injury of the lessees holding lands in that parish under the Governors. We therefore give you directions to employ proper persons to take up the fences or bounds of the said enclosures for the mutual and accustomed advantage of the freeholders and lessees having right of Common there, as always hitherto.
There is no further record until February 27th, 1780, when it is stated that "at a survey of the Encroachments Committee it appeared to us that the following Encroachments have been made." A list is given of nineteen cases, dating back from about nineteen years till within about six months. A cottage had been erected in most cases, while some few were for gardens only. Most enclosures were quite small, but there was one of five acres, and Dr. Mountjoy, of Whiteshill, had enclosed from twenty to thirty acres down to Damson's Bridge. A Committee of freeholders and occupiers pledged themselves to take action "in the case of all such enclosed pieces as within the space of sixteen years past have been taken in, and to pay the necessary costs."
	A revised list of twelve cases seems to have been drawn up on this occasion, with fuller details. Three of the offenders agreed to procure a lease from the lord of the manor; one "who has nine children to provide for, and is a very industrious and hardworking man" was excused. There are no details as to the remaining cases, but the following bill exists:
Account of the men's time at Winterbourne breaking down Encroachments. Daniel Hague (overseer), 5s. Labourers, 1 1/4 days at ls. 6d. per day, Martin Norton, William Price, Richard Powell, Samuel Hewlett, John Evans, Charles Osman, Charles Cartay. Total 18s. and l 1/2d. (Record in the office of the M.C.T., Bristol.)

ENCLOSURE ACT.
"An act for enclosing lands in the parish of Winterbourne," introduced on an application of John Wadham, lord of the manor, is dated June 10th, 1825. After various preliminary statements it is laid down that
All Inclosures and Encroachments made at any time before the passing of this Act upon or from the Commons and Waste lands intended to be inclosed, with the consent of, or now held by Lease under the lord of the said manor, and all other Inclosures or Encroachments made upon or from the said Commons or Waste lands for twenty years or upwards previous to the passing of this Act shall, with the Cottages and Buildings thereon, be deemed to belong to the Person in his own right receiving rent for the same, or as owner or landlord thereof, but he shall in no case be entitled to any allotment in respect thereof under this Act.
It is also provided that "nothing herein contained be construed to affect a certain Common called Frenchay Common, or a piece of Waste Land, containing c. 17 acres, called Hicks' or Davis' Common, adjoining and nearly surrounding the premises of Mistress Jane Foxcroft, widow, (now known as 'The Mount'), or a certain piece of land called Whites-hill, and being part of the manor or reputed manor of Sturdon, the waste lands lying within the same manor, in or near Sturdon Lane from the point where the same joins the lane leading from Stoke to Hambrook, round a certain tenement and lands called Waylands, to the new Turnpike Road, and thence to the Bridge crossing the Stream there, and also near another Way leading from Whiteshill aforesaid to Winterbourne Down" (Frenchay Common and Hicks' Common had at this time passed from the lord of the manor of Winterbourne into other hands, and Sturdon manor was held by Sir John Smyth, who had made no application for an Enclosure Act).

An Award of 1831.
The land with which the present Act was concerned amounted to about 185 acres. Edward Sampson, of Henbury, was appointed Commissioner. His Award was published on August 29th, 1831. It described in detail eight public carriage roads, and twenty-four private roads and footpaths, which were included in the area within the scope of the Commission. An allotment of quars and quarries of stone, amounting in ten portions to about nine acres in all, was made to the lord of the manor. In lieu of the Rabbit Warren, part of the Common called Cloister Common, about six acres, partly bounded by the river Frome, was assigned to him, and also various small pieces of land in lieu of his right of soil of and in the Commons and Waste Lands within the said manor.
The residue of the said Common and Waste Lands are to be allotted and inclosed unto the several person and persons, Body or Bodies Politic Corporate or Collegiate who have claimed and are entitled to rights of Common and other rights and interest, and in proportion to the values of their respective rights and interests (details given).
A number of small pieces of land were put up to auction to defray the cost of the enquiry.
Hicks Common, of which the only part remaining unenclosed is the Pool and the grass near it, was at a later time owned by William Tanner, who enclosed it.
The control of Whiteshill Common has now been conveyed to the Winterbourne Parish Council by the lords of Westerleigh, the present owners.

FRENCHAY COMMON.
The Common, originally part of the manor of Hambrook, and later of Winterbourne, comprised c. 1750 the long strip on the east side, from the Bath road to the top of the Post Office hill, the avenue of elms (now enclosed in Frenchay Park), and all the ground extending southwards between the two roads which meet at the foot of the village near the Bridge, c. 45 acres in all. Before 1782 Mark Harford had purchased the eastern strip, and Thomas Deane, of Frenchay Park, purchased the avenue of elms, and also "another vista of elms and other trees" extending from the east end of the first-named avenue in a S.W. direction across the Common to the house called "Perry's Cottage," and now Newlands Cottage (most of these trees have now disappeared). In 1782 the lord of the manor conveyed the remainder of the Common to Levi Ames, of Frenchay,
Six acres of common, and all cottages erected on the common or waste land within the space of twelve years then last passed, together with all mines, quarries, and other rights belonging to the said common or waste land.
	In 1794 Ames conveyed the same to Samuel Worrall and Robert Tucker. The quarrying continued, and they conveyed a few small pieces of the property to different purchasers. In the same year Samuel Lloyd Harford, son of Mark Harford, conveyed to Dr. Bradford, who had purchased the site of the rectory and adjoining house, a piece of waste land or old quarry, 1½ roods, including a well of water (on the south side of rectory), and in 1795 Messrs. Worrall and Tucker conveyed to Dr. Bradford a piece of waste ground beginning at the corner of the Clarendon House property, extending thence to the west end of the Unitarian church wall, thence across part of the Common in front of the two houses then being erected by him, thence across an old quarry, and thence behind the two houses up to the before-mentioned corner of Clarendon House, 1 acre 33 poles in all.
In 1808 the executors of Messrs. Worrall and Tucker conveyed the whole of the remainder to Charles Emmett, of Downend. He divided this into two sections, the dividing line, beginning on the east, running past the south side of the rectory, along the line of the south wall of the churchyard, round the large quarry, and thence along the line of the present road past the White Lion to the west end of the Common. Later in the same year Emmett conveyed the lower or southern portion to Edward Brice, lord of the manor.

For Sale.
The Bristol Gazette, April 26th, 1810, contains this advertisement: To be sold-
The manorial rights and property of the soil, part of Frenchay Common, extending over about seventeen acres, nine acres of which is let on lease for quarrying for twenty-one years, at the net yearly rent of £100, together with several chief or quit rents, amounting to £5 7s. 6d., paid annually in respect of several buildings and inclosures erected on and taken out of the said Common. That part of the Common which is not on lease contains very rich and valuable stone, which may be worked at a trifling expense.
The property was conveyed in 1819 to John Wadham, who died in 1843, and in 1848 Thomas Wadham, his son and executor, conveyed it to John Bennett, of Downend. In 1852 Elizabeth, widow of John Bennett, conveyed it to Jacob Strickland, of Bristol, gentleman, and in 1885 it was conveyed by members of his family to the late Walter Norgrove. The upper or northern portion of the Common was conveyed in 1823 by W. L. Linton, George King and Charles Emmett to George Worrall, who, by virtue of his purchase of Frenchay Park, was already owner of the two above-mentioned avenues of trees. He had also purchased the portion of the Common, on the east, which was formerly held by the Harfords.
In 1834 he conveyed to the Church Building Commissioners as the site of the church and churchyard a piece of the Common (see "Frenchay Church "). In 1842 his widow (then known as Mrs. Rooke) conveyed the site for the school to a body of trustees (see "Frenchay School "). On her death, in 1864, her estate passed to William Tanner. On his death, his son William George Tanner succeeded, and he made over to the Winterbourne Parish Council the control of the Common, a course which has been continued by his successors. It was next conveyed to W. H. P. Jenkins, of Frenchay Park, whose son, Capt. W. R. H. Jenkins, conveyed it to Mr. Percival G. Davies. Several of the houses in Hambrook and Frenchay have "rights of pasturage for all manner of cattle," granted at the time of the purchase of the respective properties.

CHAPTER VIII.

The Industries.

IN very early days there were two quite small communities, one near the Winterbourne church, and the other at Hambrook, living on the produce of their holdings, while a craftsman would make and repair the agricultural implements, and provide the household furniture and utensils; the spinning and weaving were done in the homes. At a later time the parish is said to have become noted for its wheat growing. The Quarrying of the Pennant Grit began in the Stuart period, and extended to all parts of the parish. Many "old quarries" are marked on the Ordnance map. The Tillett family, whose name appears soon after 1600, was prominent in this industry; Benjamin Tillett was holding the Flaxpit property in 1827, and it is probably due to his quarrying that we have the pool on Hicks Common, which owes its attractive appearance to the efforts of Alderman Matthews and Mr. Henry Pendock.
The iron-mining at Frampton Cotterell, and the coal-mining at Coalpit Heath gave employment to many from Winterbourne and Watley's End. The iron mine became flooded, and was closed c. 1875; the property was shortly afterwards acquired by the West G1oucestershire Water Company.
The hat-making industry flourished from c. 1770. An article in the "Stockport Express" says that Christys, of Stockport, set up their first hat manufactory at Frampton Cotterell, the water there being very suitable for their purpose. In 1866 the first "forming and blowing machines" were introduced, and they decided to close down in 1871, giving their men the offer to go to Stockport or to their other factory in London.

Beaver Hats.
There were many factories in Frampton Cotterell and Watley's End, in connection with which the names of Pullin, Bryant, Parsley and Vaughan occur. Many individuals also made hats in their own houses. Austen-Leigh, rector of Winterbourne from 1875, speaks of the old broad-brimmed beaver hats made in these parishes. He says that the failure of the industry was attributed to the introduction of French silk hats, which were cheaper than the beaver hats, to the rise in the price of beaver fur, and to the introduction of machinery. The foreman of Vaughans for some time was a man named Francombe, who employed more than 100 men, and was regarded as so important that he and his wife were called the king and queen of Watley's End. An old inhabitant could remember about 500 hatters from Frampton Cotterell and Winterbourne meeting in a field by the quarry in Swan Lane to discuss their trade rules. The loss of the industry was a great blow to the parish, especially to Watley's End, which is said to have contained only a few houses towards the end of the 18th century, and which rapidly increased while the trade flourished. For some time after it ceased the women found a good deal of employment in connection with Bristol firms which supplied ready made clothing.

The Frenchay Iron Company.
There were two Companies which amalgamated in 1810: the Upper Works, now the Cleve Tea Gardens, and the Lower Works, now the Frenchay Flock Mill. The former premises were conveyed in 1798 by Edward and Richard Parker to James Browne, described as "All that tenement and water-grist mill, formerly called Barnett's or Read's, but sometime since converted into an iron mill "--and then in the possession of James Brown as tenant.
The Lower Works were established in 1761 on a site rented on a long lease from a member of the Harford family. The mill was built in that year, and also the house over the mill stream known as the Manager's House, and later as Ivy Cottage, or Fern Cottage. Between 1782 and 1808 Messrs. Browne and Gibbons appear as being in occupation of the Lower Works. In 1810 Samuel Hobbs, who had been manager of the Frenchay Works, became a shareholder in the amalgamation. He died in 1831; the Gentleman's Magazine refers to him as "beloved by all his workmen, and respected by all who knew him." He was succeeded by his grandson, Thomas J. Croome Hobbs, who in 1861 became sole proprietor of the Company. He lived in the house now called Frenchay Cottage, built by Samuel Hobbs. He died in 1867, being succeeded by his son Samuel Croome Hobbs, who occupied the house called Grove House. On his death in 1868 his widow carried on the business until 1876, when she married William Perry, of Hambrook. Mr. (later Sir) Joseph D. Weston purchased the Lower Works, and Samuel Sidney Hobbs, a son of Mrs. Perry, carried on the Upper Works until one of the beneficiaries under T. J. C. Hobbs' will instituted a chancery suit, which resulted in the sale of the property to pay expenses.
The Frenchay property was afterwards purchased by the late Mr. Thomas Moore, who had been connected with the business as early as in 1869; he established a grinding and file-cutting business, and afterwards converted it into a Flock Mill, which is now carried on by his two sons.
The original Company, which manufactured agricultural implements, spades, shovels, hoes, etc., had an extensive connection in the British Isles, the Colonies, and elsewhere. Messrs. Bromhead & Sons, late of Milk Street, Bristol, had specimens of huge hoes, manufactured by the Company and exported to the West Indies for use on the Cotton Plantations (most of the above information was supplied by the late Mr. Francis Hobbs).

The Wool Factory, Hambrook.
The house, together with the long building behind it (later converted into cottages), in which the work was carried on, was held in 1825 by the Tuckett family. Philip Debell Tuckett, of Frenchay Grove, was head of the business, and was succeeded by William Perry, who had been Manager, and who lived in the house.
From 1813, when the Baptismal registers begin to give the occupations of the parents, agricultural labourers, quarry-men, stone cutters, colliers, and hatters form the majority; the number of gardeners, coachmen and grooms gradually increases. More recently much land, formerly attached to farms, has been converted into market gardens. With the gradual growth of Bristol northwards and the improved facilities for locomotion, the number of those whose work lies in Bristol and its suburbs has steadily increased.


CHAPTER IX.

Miscellaneous Matters.

The Roads.
THE main road through the parish is the Old Gloucester Road. running from Bristol through Frenchay, Hambrook Parva and the west side of the parish, and entering Frampton Cotterel1 at Matford Bridge. A fork, on the west side of Frenchay Park, runs past the Hambrook Post Office, over Whiteshill and through Winterbourne, on the north-east boundary of which it enters Frampton Cotterell.
The Old Gloucester Road, between Berkeley and Bristol, must have been used by the troops During the Civil War. Parts of several of the present roads appear from the Survey Map of 1827 to have been merely tracks over common or waste land.
The Winterbourne Award (Enclosure Act) in 1831 describes eight "Public Carriage Roads" within the area of the Commission; one beginning at the George and Dragon and leading over Winterbourne Down to Damason's Bridge, with a branch leading to Jones' Mill: one leading to Moorend: one called Harcombe Hill Road; three others traversing parts of Wadley's End Common, and joining an ancient highway leading into Winterbourne Street; one other leading from the Bristol turnpike road over part of Winterbourne Down to an ancient highway leading to Winterbourne Church.
R. C. Tombs (a former Postmaster of Bristol) describes the main roads near Bristol as being in a wretched condition when Ralph Allen, of Bath, contracted in 1720 to farm the cross-country posts, introducing a system of "post boys" on horseback, whose average pace was five miles an hour. In 1784 John Palmer ran the first "mail coach" from Bristol. In 1825 John Loudon Macadam introduced a new system of roadmaking.

The Bridges.
The river Frome, which forms the eastern boundary of the parish after passing under Nightingale Bridge, flows under the G.W.R. viaduct, and reaches Damason's bridge, by Kendleshire. Next is the large bridge below Winterbourne Mill, then a small stone bridge on the road from Whiteshill past Waterpark Farm to Moorend, and then a foot-bridge by Marigold Court. There is a bridge within the grounds of Hambrook Grove.
The next is the large bridge by the Cleve Tea Gardens, on the Bath road, which seems to have been superimposed on an earlier one of a much lower level. The last is that beyond the foot of the Post Office hill, Frenchay, near the entrance to Oldbury Court, built by private subscriptions in 1788. Before that date the river was crossed by a ford, the road from the Flock Mill sloping down to the river bed, and the road which passes the entrance to Frenchay Mill running down to the river through the present grounds of Frenchay Cottage, which was built after the erection of the bridge.
The Bradley Brook, which is formed by the junction of the Stoke Brook and Hortham Brook, in the parish of Stoke Gifford, passes under Matford Bridge on the Old Gloucester Road; the brook then enters the parish of Winterbourne, and there is a footbridge on the path leading through the fields from Northwoods to Winterbourne Church; then a stone bridge in a field on the west side of the church, and next is the Bradley bridge, at the foot of Bacon Lane, which is referred to as "dilapidated" at a Vestry Meeting in 1849; in 1866 it was resolved "to rebuild it, moving the present site so as to make the bridge straight with the road."
There is a footbridge on the path leading from the church to Hambrook, and then a stone bridge, built by Sir Greville Smyth in 1864. The brook then passes under the G.W.R. viaduct, and reaches the bridge at Quarry Barton; it passes through Dr. Crossman's property, and reaches the large bridge at the foot of Whiteshill (in the Enclosure Award of 1831 there is a reference to "the new Turnpike road, and the bridge crossing the stream there"). The brook then passes under the old bridge, near to the Pound, and joins the Frome just above the Hambrook Mill. In earlier time the road from Whiteshill, on reaching the foot, ran over the old bridge, and thence through grounds now included in Hambrook Grove, joining the new road near to the stile at the top.

Floods.
The district by Quarry Barton, and the lower portion of Frenchay have suffered at various times from severe floods. On one occasion the furniture of Fern Cottage, Frenchay, below which the mill stream runs, had to be removed, and, according to tradition, the piano, which could not he removed in time, floated to the ceiling. Miss Fanny Hobbs lived in the house for 40 years, and died in 1875; in her time the men from the Iron Works used to bank up the doors to keep the water out, when the Frome was rising. There were some very bad floods later, between 1882-89, but these have now been avoided by a relief culvert, in Bristol, which was completed in 1902.

The Mills.
In early days the mills were owned by the lord of the manor, who leased them to millers, requiring his tenants to have their corn ground in them. Various prosecutions are recorded of persons who used hand-mills. In 1334 Walter Gasselyne held three mills of the lords of Winterbourne, at a rent of 9s. 0d. (Cal. of Inquisitions, 7. Ed. III). Two of these were doubtless on the sites of the disused Winterbourne and Hambrook mills. There were six mills on the Frome in the course of its passage along the border of the parish:
1.--Winterbourne mill, rebuilt more than once, and now ruinous; it is described in 1827 as Jones' Snuff mill, and was known at one time as England's mill;
2.--A mill at the foot of Waterpark Farm, now ruinous, at one time a file mill;
3.--Hambrook mill, described in Alderman Hugh Browne's will (1653) as "my mill at Hambroke called Jockhams Mill," and in 1808 as "formerly called Jake's mill, but then known by the name of Albright's;
4.--Cleve Mill (in Mangotsfield parish) formerly connected with the Frenchay Iron Company, now the Cleve Tea Gardens; 
5.--Frenchay Flock mill, built in 1761 (see "The Frenchay Iron Company);
6.--Frenchay Mill (disused).
Norden's Survey of Kingswood Chase (1810) gives five mills within the Chase, the lowest being that below Wickham Bridge, Stapleton. The highest mill in the Survey, called "Kynges Myll," appears to be that (now ruinous) on the bank opposite to Oldbury Court, referred to in a Bristol Rental of 1498-9, Stapleton in County Gloucester, as "Oldebery's myll." This was later a snuff mill.

Subterranean Passages.
These passages exist, in connection with old houses, in all parts of the country, with varying traditions as to their origin. There are three which are known in this parish: one running in a southerly direction from the old Sturdon Court (now Sturdon Court Cottages), near the foot of Winterbourne Hill; one running from Hambrook Grange in a westerly direction through the grounds of that house; and one which was supposed to emanate from Frenchay Park, but which may more probably have done so from Grassmere, running in a westerly direction. There appears to be no evidence that any of these reached the destinations which were commonly assigned to them.
There has recently been a correspondence in "The Times" on the subject of these passages generally. In some few cases a well has been found to have existed. One writer says that he has investigated scores of them and has found nothing but ancient sewers, running to streams or low ground. When sanitary conditions improved they were frequently bricked up, which accounts for the closed archways seen in old houses. Some of these sewers were converted into bolt holes and hiding places, but they only run short distances, and their origin is obvious.
	Whether this unromantic explanation applies to the passages in this parish must remain an open question.
Tacitus records that the Germanic tribes, many of whom migrated to this country, were in the habit of constructing subterranean caverns for the sake of protecting their stores from the severity of the winter, and of concealing them, if necessary, from their enemies.

Beating of the Bounds.
Two references only to this ceremony have been preserved among the parish records, both in the Winterbourne registers:
(1) "May 15th, 1699. Mr. Richard Towgood, rector, Mr. Thomas Hickes and Mr. John Harford being churchwardens--they together with ye rest of ye parishioners of ye said parish, intending a Procession or Perambulation to visitt ye limitts and bounds of ye parish, did meet at the parish Church about six of ye clock in ye morning, and after prayer they began ye procession, which they performed with what exactness they could in ye same day, so far as related to ye tything of Winterbourne. Ye next morning, May 16th, they met again, and that day they visited the limitts and bounds of ye tything of Hambrook. Both days they dined together in a friendly manner upon what the churchwardens had provided at ye cost of ye parish."
(2) A very similar account is given of a perambulation which took place on May 23rd and 24th, 1718.
Under an Act of 1897 the boundaries of the city of Bristol were very greatly extended, including (among other additions) Stapleton, Fishponds, and a portion of Stoke Gifford, thus reaching the southern portion of Frenchay. In 1900 the Corporation decided to perambulate the new boundary. Arrowsmith's Dictionary of Bristol describes the ceremony as having been "marked by much hilarity, through the 'bumping' of the grave and reverend, from the Lord Mayor and the Duke of Beaufort downwards, many ladies being also captured and initiated."


The Poor Law System.
An Act of 43 Elizabeth (1601) required every parish to be taxed for the relief of the poor. Overseers of the poor were appointed by the Justices to act with the Churchwardens. This Act, however, came but slowly into operation. In 1723 relief to the poor in their own homes was abolished, and the workhouse system was introduced, each parish being required to provide one. All who refused to be lodged in the house were to be struck off the poor-roll. The first Poor-house in this parish consisted of the six cottages in Winterbourne Street, near to Church Lane. Later the house now known as "Elmcroft" was erected for the purpose, and continued to be so used until 1836, when the system of Poor-Law Unions was introduced. The Clifton Union was constituted of the parishes of Clifton, St. George, St. James and St. Paul, St. Philip and St. Jacob, Stapleton, Compton Greenfield, Henbury, Stoke Gifford, Westbury-on-Trym, Shirehampton, Winterbourne, Horfield and Filton. The Guardians elected for Winterbourne were William Ormandy and Henry Pearce. "As a result of an application of the Guardians, supported by a memorial from the members of Clifton Improvement Association, an Order was made by the Local Government Board that from and after the 14th March, 1877, the name of Clifton Union shall be changed to Barton Regis Union." In 1898 all the parishes within the City in the Barton Regis and Bedminster Unions were amalgamated and formed into the Bristol Union. The Barton Regis Union from this date consisted of the parishes outside the City, and the Institution at Southmead was erected. Under the Bristol Corporation Act, 1904, the existing City of Bristol was extended and took in the parishes of Shirehampton and Westbury-on-Trym, the whole of the parish and Urban District of Horfield, and part of the parish of Henbury. The parishes of Filton, Stoke Gifford and Winterbourne were then added to the Chipping Sodbury Union (Information supplied by Mr. Thomas S. Lamb, L.L.B.).

The Window Tax.
This tax was imposed in 1695; it was repealed in 1792 in the case of houses with less than seven windows, and was abolished in 1851, when the inhabited house duty took its place. The List of Assessments in the tything of Hambrook gives the number of windows in each house in that area, which varies from sixty-three down to seven, in the year 1829-30. Frenchay Park had sixty-three, Cedar Hall sixty, Malmains fifty-eight, Hambrook House twenty-seven, Hambrook Court thirty-two, Cliff Court thirty-one, Frenchay Rectory 26, Lyntonfields twenty-three, The Manor Cottage, Frenchay, eleven. The many sham windows in the Georgian and Early Victorian houses are a testimony of the influence of the tax. The largely increased number of windows in so many of the houses is an indication either of additions to the buildings, or of the opening out of sham ones after the abolition of the tax.

The "Subsidy."
This was a payment claimed by the king for the purpose of war and on certain other occasions. A Subsidy Roll of 1327 gives the following list of the occupiers of land who made payments:
(1) Tything of Winterbourne; Adam atte Luyde, John Wade, William Campe, William de Holhurst, John Adams, Thomas atte Hurn, William Dype, John de Cerne, Robert Campe, Roger atte Croyce, Nicholas atte Hull, Walter atte Lepeyate, Walter Patrick, John Temes, Philip de Cerne, Adam atte Fortheye, William Hogyn, Geoffrey Segar, Robert Hikkes. Total payments 32s. 0d.
(2) Tything of Hambrook; Richard de la Riviere, John Aueray, John de Hambrook, Richard Mussegres, John Richardes, Simon Frema, Adam Hompyn, William Hompyn. Total payments 15s 0d.

Markets and Fairs.
In 1393 the King granted to Blanche Bradeston, lady of the manor, the right of holding a weekly market and two fairs yearly "in the town of Winterbourne" (see Manor of Winterbourne). These were doubtless held in the neighbourhood of the manor court and church. There is no information as to when the markets were abolished. The fairs, which continued until about 1870, were latterly held on a space in front of the George and Dragon.

Pounds.
That for the tything of Winterbourne, which has now disappeared, was situated near the main road, at the extreme north end of the garden of the house belonging to Mrs. Gilby. That for the tything of Hambrook, which still exists, lies on the left-hand side of the stile leading into the footpath which runs through the Hambrook Grove property from Hambrook to Frenchay.

Population of the Parish.
There is no definite information before the first census in 1801. A record of 1548 says "In the Deanery of Bristol. The Parish of Winterbourne, where are houseling people (persons who receive the Holy Communion) 203." This may imply a population of not more than 300. Atkyns (in 1768) estimates the total as about 500, and the number of houses as 120. Rudge (in 1803) gives it as about 500 in 1700, and as 567 about 1770. These estimates may be somewhat below the mark. G. M. Trevelyan (History of England, p. 602) speaks of "the unexampled rise in population from 1760," giving the various causes which contributed to it.
From 1801 to 1831 the census returns were made mainly by the Overseers of the poor, and may not be strictly accurate.
For these four periods, 1,592, 2,333, 2,627 and 2,889 are given respectively. In 1841 the census was placed under the superintendence of Registration Officers. In that year the number is given as 5,151, which only increases slightly in the successive periods. The census of 1921 gives 3,406, 1,460 in the eccesiastical parish of Winterbourne, 1,089 in that of Frenchay, 857 in that of Winterbourne Down. In 1931 the population of the Civil Parish is given as 3,554, males 1,722, females 1,832. Structurally separate dwellings occupied 913, rooms occupied 4,387.
Almondsbury, Frampton Cotterell, and Stoke Gifford are mentioned as Civil Parishes surrounding the detached part of Winterbourne, which amounts to 262 acres. The population of the ecclesiastical parish of Winterbourne is given as 1,507, that of Frenchay as 1,255, that of Winterbourne Down as 927.

The Winterbourne Troop of Yeoman Cavalry.
In 1794 the Government were alarmed at the extensive military preparations of the French, and William Pitt proposed the formation of "Yeoman Cavalry," as an augmentation of the Cavalry, for internal defence. When war broke out again in 1803 the Winterbourne Troop was formed, William Perry being Captain, Joseph M. Cox Lieutenant, and Ebenezer Ludlow Cornet. In the same year William Harmer appears as Quartermaster, Richard Hobbs as Trumpeter, John Herapath, John Hobbs, Charles and William Luton, and Joseph Wickwick are among the Troopers. This Troop continued to exist until 1813. On August 13th of that year, Captain Perry entertained them at dinner, at his house in Winterbourne, and was presented with "a massive silver bowl" (Felix Farley's Journal).
In 1831, when there was much political discontent and rioting, it was proposed to re-establish a nucleus of Yeomanry in the County, and the Winterbourne and Stapleton Troop was formed. Valentine Jones-Graeme was Captain, George Worrall, of Frenchay Park, James Elton, and Thomas Jones, Lieutenants. In 1835 it is called the "Frenchay or Winterbourne, and Stapleton Troop "; George Worrall was Captain, George Cave, of Woodfield, Frenchay, Lieutenant, and Hugh Vaughan, Cornet. In 1842 it is called the Stapleton Troop. In 1872 the Yeomanry Cavalry, which had hitherto been under the authority of the Lord Lieutenant of the County, was placed directly under the War Office (see The Yeomanry and Cavalry o/ Gloucestershire and Monmouth, by W. H. Wyndham Quin, M.P.).

THE FRENCH PRISON.
In 1782 John Howard noted that a new prison had been built for foreign prisoners at Fishponds. The building was probably an old mansion converted to this use. The inmates consisted of 774 Spaniards and 13 Dutchmen. The title, "French Prison" was adopted at a later date, when the wars with France again began, and numbers of French sailors and soldiers were imprisoned there. Latimer (Annals of Bristol, 19th century) says
War again broke out with France in the summer of 1803; in October, 500 prisoners were conducted from Wells to the Stapleton (Fishponds) prison. A contemporary local newspaper says that 150 duels had been fought in the prison during the three years ending in 1806.
An article in the Times and Mirror of November 22rid, gives the number of prisoners as 3,000; it says they were well fed, but that disease was rife, seventy-eight dying in a period of six weeks. Gambling was pursued with frenzied eagerness, and to pay their losses many prisoners sold their beds, clothes and food, being sometimes found wandering absolutely naked and destitute. Snuff boxes, dominoes, and other articles carved by them out of wood and bone, showing high degrees of artistry, until lately abounded in Fishponds. By the sale of such articles in Frenchay and Stapleton the poor men earned a precarious livelihood.
Latimer records that the prison was hired from the Admiralty in 1833 by the Bristol Corporation of the Poor, who purchased it in 1857. Between 1861-65 £26,000 was spent in practically rebuilding and enlarging the premises, now known as the Stapleton Institution.

Stones in Frenchay.
There are three interesting stones on the east side of Frenchay Common:
1.--The upright post at the entrance to the saddleback field.
2.--The stone, c. 15 ft. 6 in. in circumference, in that field, inclosed by iron railings.
3.--That near Beck's Pool, c. 13 ft. in circumference.
This last one Matthews (Bristol Guide, 1794) describes as "a remarkable lusus naturae, taken out of a quarry at Downend, an entire, perfect muscle (mussel) of nearly 2 tons weight." Professor Sidney H. Reynolds describes them as follows:
The three large stones are all from the Coal Measures (Pennant) sandstones, and are in all probability in each case of local origin. The upright post contains part of the trunk of two coal plants (Sigillaria). The hollow stems of these plants (gigantic representatives of the modern club-mosses) became filled with sand which hardened forming a cast of the interior, and this is what is in this case preserved.
Both of the other objects were originally more or less cubical masses of sandstone, but the action of the weather (rain and frost) has rounded off their angles. The mass which was compared to a "muscle" (clearly mussel was meant), is composed of a series of layers and owes its resemblance to a gigantic shell to the fact that these layers from being intersected by the present surface of the stone, superficially resemble the lines of growth in a modern bivalve shell such as an oyster or perhaps a mussel. The other large stone (in the enclosure) is not composed of a series of thin layers, but in other respects resembles the former one. Both these stones probably owe their isolation to the action of rain and frost working along the natural divisional plains (joints) which are commonly seen traversing rocks.

The Frenchay Cricket Club.
Some cricket was played on the Common at an early period, apparently on the initiative of members of the Wadham family, who settled in Frenchay in 1818. The available space was originally small, owing to the quarrying and the existence of a large number of trees which have been gradually removed. The Club, which is said to have been the first village club in the county, was established in 1846. Members of the Grace family, of Downend, constantly played in it. One of the family (probably G. F. Grace) is said on one occasion to have driven a ball which struck the face of the church clock. T.G. Matthews and E. J. Taylor, both of whom played for the County, were members of the Club, the latter being captain for some time, and W. E. Mirehouse and Frank W. Crossman also played for it. In more recent times Alfred Greenway and H. Hibbs have been captains. John Fox, who died in 1935, aged 78, was a noted bowler and was the oldest member of the Club. The matches on Saturday afternoons have always attracted large numbers of spectators.
Nomenclature.
The name Winterbourne (which appears as Wintreborn, Wynterbourne, Winterburn and Winterborn) is said to be derived from a burn (the Bradley brook) which dries up in the summer. This brook was sufficiently important to have a bridge over it, at the point where it reaches the parish, as early as in 1364, when "Motteford" (Muddy Ford, now Matford) Bridge was complained of as being broken through default of Winterbourne and Frampton Cotterell. This parish is now the only one of the name without any addition. There is a Winterbourne St. James, Berkshire, and there are twenty of the name in Wiltshire and Dorset, all of which now have some distinctive suffix, e.g., Winterborne Abbas, Winterborne Monckton, Winterbourne Dantsey.
Hambrook (" Hanbroc" in Domesday Book) is derived from Anglo-Saxon "ham," home, and brook.
Frenchay is a corruption of Fromeshaw, "shaw" being a small wood. It appears as Fromscawe in 1257, Froomshaw in 1507, Fremschawe in 1436, Frenchaw in 1728, and occasionally as French-Hay in the Winterbourne registers.
Watley's End appears as Watler's End, Wadley's End, Walter's End, and Watt-lays End. It is not clear what the original name was.
FIELD NAMES.
Lists of these appear with the Survey map of 1827, and, with some variations, with the Tithe Apportionment of 1842. Most of them explain themselves; e.g. Six Acres, Hambrook Five Long Acres, Bull's Close, Calves Close, Ox Lease, Osiers, Rye Furlong ("furlong" is a group of strips of ploughland), Tobacco Field. Many are named from the owners or occupiers of the period; e.g., Great and Little Blewett (Blewett Jones was agent to John Jones, lord of the manor), Griffiths Ground, Merricks Leaze, Simmonds Croft, Webbs Patch, Ray Leaze. Butchers Mead, Lawyers Patch, Priestlands (formerly Glebe) also occur.
The Butts, on the right-hand side of High Lane, Winterbourne, may date from an enactment of Edward IV, requiring butts for the practice of archery to be erected near every village. There are two other "Butts," which probably denote "strips of ploughland shorter than the average length of one furlong" (Saxon Charters and Field Names of Gloucestershire, by G. B. Grundy).
The Flax Pits may date from 24 Henry VIII, when an attempt was made to force the growing of flax on every parish (J. C. Cox How to write the History of a Parish). Bear Grove Bushes may date from the time when the brown bear existed in Britain (G. B. Grundy mentions a "Bear Wood" in Elberton); one of the Winterbourne lists gives the name as "Beer Grove Bushes "; Bere was an Anglo-Saxon term for Barley. Cloisters and Little Cloisters lie below Hicks Common; Cloisters Common ran down to the Frome, this portion of which is called "Cloisters Rivulett." The name also occurs as "Claysters," which, it is suggested, may be connected with the comparatively stiff nature of the soil.
Cliff, denoting a steep slope, occurs several times. The Condemn Field is said by some to have been named at a time when a butcher fattened his beasts here before killing them; the name, however, seems to have existed before this period, and may possibly be referred to c. 1250, when two lords of the manor had "rights of Gallows, Pillory, and Tumbrell." Coneygre (rabbit warren) occurs many times. It seems to be a corruption of conig-erthe (coney earth), in which the final "g" has been transferred to the second syllable, which came to be identified with "garth," enclosure (Oxford Dictionary).
Some fields are called "parts of Coldharbour." Cold-harbour Lane and Coldharbour Farm are just outside the parish. The name, which is common throughout the country, seems to denote the winter or cold season shelter for cattle (Antiquaries Journal, 1922). Dean, or Dene, is a small valley. Jefferies' MSS. quotes a deed of 1582, in which there is reference to "the upper parte of the Deane, lying towards the Eyett near to Stoke, and within the parish of Wynterbourne." Near to this is a number of oblong meadows, terminating at King's Moor; in 1827 they are named Broad Eye, Long Eye, Two Pool Eye, Grass Eye, Doctor's Eye, and Eye. These seem to be a survival of early times when the land was divided into long strips, separated by grass paths known as "balks." There is an Anglo-Saxon word "igot" which later took the form of eyt or eyet (little island). The German "aue" is a meadow near water. A close adjoining these strips is called Slimes.
Goreham, Parts of Goreham Hill, and Goreham Mead occur; Gore is a triangular piece of ploughland. A small triangular field. on the Old Gloucester Road, is called Gore or Pocket. Rideings next ye road, and Inner Rideings are opposite to the Winterbourne rectory; there may have been a "ride" or track through them at one time, or there may originally have been three fields, riding being a corruption of thriding, a third part. Tyning probably comes from the Anglo-Saxon "tynan" to enclose. Roundabout seems to denote a field which surrounds, or is surrounded by timber (G. B. Grundy). Waylands is the name of three fields south of the Bradley Bridge, apparently because they lie between two ways, the Old Gloucester Road and a fork which leads out of it into Bacon Lane. The same name is given, in 1831, to the house now called Evancoyd, Hambrook, in passing round which the road from Stoke diverges in the direction of Bristol and Winterbourne respectively.
Other names are Addyghast or Alyghost Mead (Ashghost occurs in Frampton Cotterell, where the first part may refer to the tree), Cutnells, Great Jewridge, Inashins or Inaskins, Ranham, Varnister, and Warburs, of which no explanation can be offered.
The cottages in Winterbourne Street, near Church Lane, once the Poor House, were known as Rotton Row, or Donkeys' Terrace (from the number of donkeys which grazed in the adjoining close). A piece of ground, on the other side of the road, south of the Winterbourne Lodge wall, was called the Beggars' Rest. Bacon (?"Beacon," as leading in the direction of Hill Crest) Lane runs from Bradley Bridge to Winterbourne Street. Hill Crest, on which a house of that name now stands, is the highest portion of the parish; the next house is Beacon House, occupied by Captain C. K. Henderson, in the grounds of which the" Silver Jubilee" bonfire was lighted.
Worrall's Lane runs along the south side of Whiteshill, named after George Worrall, who once owned Waterpark Farm. The footpath which runs from the foot of Whiteshill, above the right bank of the Bradley brook, towards Quarry Barton, was called Baynton's Grove, from Thomas Baynton, a former owner of the Hambrook Court property. Beck's Pool is named from Joseph Beck, a former owner of the Manor House, Frenchay. Fishers Alley begins near this Pool, crossing the stream which runs through Hambrook, whence the footpath by the side of the Hambrook Grove leads to the Pound. There are many references in deeds to the wells, which were of great importance before the West Gloucestershire Water Company was formed. In the lane which leads off the Frenchay Post Office Hill, on the left, is a well called the Crock, down twenty-one stone steps, provided by a member of the Tuckett family, which has a never-failing supply of water. Bawns Barton, below the south side of Frenchay Common, is named after a family of Bawn of whom the names of six appear in a plan of 1844 as occupants of houses and gardens.


