CHAPTER III.
  
The Churches of Frenchay and Winterbourne Down.

FRENCHAY ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST.

By a deed of July, 1834, 2a. lr. 47p. (part of Frenchay Common) were conveyed to the Church Building Commissioners by George Worrall, of Frenchay Park, as a site for the church and burial ground. A sum of £50 was paid to the churchwardens of Winterbourne for the rights of common over the land, in accordance with the provisions of an Act of 58 Geo. III. c. 45. George Worrall acquired, as an addition to the burial ground, from the owner of the adjacent cottages on the south side, a piece of land given in the Ordnance Survey as .638a. The church was consecrated on August 21st, 1834, the building having begun on August 7th, 1832. The cost was £4,775 11s. 8d., provided by a grant from the Incorporated Church Building Society of £500, from Subscriptions £3,889 16s. 8d., and the balance not shown. The accommodation was 916; 510 free sittings, and 406 (in the gallery) appropriated. The patronage is vested in St. John's College, Oxford. The endowment consisted of Tithe Rent charges, commuted at £153, taken from Winterbourne rectory, and 115a. of land at Keynsham, and 75a. at Westerleigh (bequeathed under the will of George Worrall). These lands have since been sold, and are now represented by payments made through the Ecclesiastical Commissioners.

The description of the boundaries is: "from Bradley Bridge, course of the Bradley Brook, line of the Tythings as far as Quarry Barton, close to the Turnpike Road which it follows South to the top of Whiteshill, then turns East out of it down a lane leading to Jones' Mill, thence East and North-East by a steep narrow passage, by the house occupied by Mr. Roach, then passing some new cottages until it reaches Damason Bridge, then to proceed South and South-West following the course of the Frome."
When the Ecclesiastical Parish of Winterbourne Down was formed, in 1861, a considerable portion was detached from Frenchay, which now comprises the tything of Hambrook, beginning from the Bradley Bridge. In 1878 William Tanner, of Frenchay Park, made an offer for the reconstruction of the church:
To take down the chancel (which is very small), and also to take down the nave thereof to within two feet of the ground; to remove and lengthen the chancel, and to add thereto two aisles, one on the north to be used as an organ chamber, and the other on the south side intended for the accommodation of the said William Tanner and his family.

Other minor improvements were also suggested. This offer was later withdrawn, as the bishop could not see his way to granting a "Faculty Pew" to be unconditionally attached to the house in which Mr. Tanner lived.
In 1879, the organ, raised on a platform thirteen inches high, was dedicated, the sermon being preached by the Rev. Daniel Moore, father of the rector, Aubrey L. Moore. In that year the pulpit was moved from the south end of the chancel steps to the north side; the space in front of the organ was raised so as to form a choir, the Sanctuary being raised to correspond.
On November 15th, 1923, the spire was struck by lightning and very seriously damaged. The door leading to the winding staircase was torn open and split in half; some of the massive flooring of the belfry was uprooted, and fell into the clock chamber. The course of the current was traced on the north side from the west to the east, and thence across the east end; the wooden covering of the tap outside the vestry was smashed, and the lead pipe was imbedded in the ground.
The whole spire was taken down, each circle of stones being placed in order in the churchyard. Mr. Hartland Thomas, Diocesan Architect, marked all such stones as were fit for use again. The restoration was carried out by Messrs. Dowling and Son. The cost was well covered by insurance.

The Stained Glass Windows.
The east window dates from the building of the church; that in the west end, above the gallery, is in memory of George Worrall, who died 1840; those on the north side are (1) that erected in memory of William Wadham, whose family were long connected with the parish; (2) that "Offered by the parishioners in token of deep gratitude for the life and example of Queen Victoria 1819-1901"; those on the south side are (1) "To the glory of God and in memory of the families of Surtees and Robinson buried in the adjoining Church Yard"; (2) "In memory of John William Langdon, October 25th, 1900." The window in the baptistry was placed by Mr. H. T. Coles.
The present Altar was the gift of Mrs. Gale Coles, the original one being presented to St. Luke's Mission, Stratford.
The carved oak reredos, the re-table, and the chest for Altar frontals are the work of Mr. H. W. Ward and his carving class. Other gifts, too numerous to record in detail, have been made by Mr. William Belfield, Mrs. Gale Coles, Mrs. H. T. Coles, Mr. Dobree, Mr. J. W. Langdon, the Rev. Daniel Moore, Miss Robinson, Mrs. St. John, Mrs. Scott, the Misses Surtees, Mr. Joseph Tinn, and very many by Miss Ward.
The oil painting, now on the east end of the north aisle, was originally below the east window, before the reredos was put up; it has recently been restored, having suffered from dampness. It was presented in the early days of the church by Thomas Garrad, at one time Chamberlain of the city of Bristol. The Russian picture, in the vestry, was presented by Frank Mauler, who was manservant to Dr. Liddon, and later a verger of St. Paul's Cathedral. It has a sentimental interest as having been brought from Russia by Dr. Liddon.
The Crucifix on the north side of the church was erected by Mrs. Randall Vickers in memory of the men of the parish who fell in the Great War. Their names are recorded on a tablet on the north side of the belfry. The trees, which add so much to the beauty of the churchyard (and which are said to have been brought in pots from New Zealand), were planted by Francis Tuckett in memory of his old friend Colonel Robinson.
The Centenary Celebration of the church took place on St. John the Baptist's day, 1934.

THE RECTORS OF FRENCHAY.
The church was at first a chapel of ease within the ecclesiastical parish of Winterbourne. On May 27th, 1836, the King in Council approved of a proposal to form two distinct and separate parishes, and on March 27th, 1837, the Rev. William Birkett Allen was appointed rector of the parish of Winterbourne, and the Rev. John Carter, "Minister" of the parish of St. John the Baptist, Frenchay; twenty-four of the "substantial inhabitants" of Frenchay were appointed	to form a "Select Vestry." This vestry continued to be re-appointed until 1874, when the common vestry took its place.
John Carter appears in the registers as officiating from 1835 until the latter part of 1838, when Thomas Chandler Curties, B.D., became rector. In 1840, John Carter, B.D., Fellow of St. John's College, Oxford, succeeded him and was rector for 35 years. He died in December, 1875, and was buried at Frenchay, aged 67. His widow, Ellen Harriet, who died in March, 1879, was also buried here.

1875-80.--Aubrey Lackington Moore, M.A., Exeter College, Oxford, Fellow of St. John's College; Hon. Canon of Christ Church, Oxford from 1887. He died in 1890.
1880-90.--Frederick Edward Warren, D.D., Fellow of St. John's College. In 1890 he became rector of Bardwell, Bury St. Edmunds. He died at Wimbledon in December, 1930, aged 88.
1890-92.--Henry Deane, D.D., Fellow of St. John's College. He was a member of the Old Testament Revision Committee.
1892-1911.--William Brooke, M.A., St. John's College; he resigned in the latter year to become rector of East Farndon, Market Harborough, by exchange with Mr. Burges.
1911-24.--Cyril Travers Burges, M.A., St. John's College; he held six curacies from 1879-1892; was vicar of 	Fyfield, near Abingdon, 1892-96; rector of East Farndon, 1906-11.
1924-35.--Edward Maitland Bald, M.A., St. John's College; curate of Portsea, 1911-20; T.C.F., 1918-20; curate of Battle, 1920-24. He left in 1935 to become rector of Frant, Tonbridge Wells.
1936.--Geoffrey Frederick Greenup, M.A., Keble College, Oxford, Curate of St. John's Clifton, 1926-31, Vicar of St. Agnes', Bristol, from 1931-36.

The first churchwardens were George Worrall and Thomas Wadham. Others who held office for many years were Henry Pearse, John St. John Hayward, Colonel William Henry Robinson. Henry Olive Greenway, William Tanner, William Pearse (1874-1906). and in more recent years, Hugh T. Coles and Henry W. Ward.
The registers up to September, 1935, record 2,400 baptisms, 432 marriages, and 1,779 burials.

WlNTERBOURNE DOWN ALL SAINTS.

The church owes its origin to Frederick Waters Greenstreet, who became curate of Frenchay in 1854, where his father, General John Greenstreet, Bengal Army, was then living. He took a deep interest in the inhabitants of the southern portion of "the Down" (then in Frenchay parish), many of whom he says in a letter were "squatters, mainly colliers, who had taken possession and built cottages with or without proper title." 2,340 square yards were conveyed as a free gift by William Tanner as a site for a church and burial ground; he later conveyed an additional piece as a site for the parsonage and a road therefrom to the church.
	The church was erected through the generosity	of the Greenstreet family, in memory of their parents, St.	John's College, Oxford, giving £1,000 towards the cost. It was opened for Divine Service (under the bishop's licence) on October 25th, 1858, Mr. Greenstreet being licensed to serve the cure, and was consecrated in November, 1860. In an order of H.M. in Council, at a Court held at Osborne House on July 25th, 1861, it is stated that "whereas, at certain extremities of the parish of Winterbourne, and of the parish of Frenchay, which lie contiguous one to the other, there is collected a population which is situate at a distance from the several churches of such respective parishes" a district is assigned to the church, and the patronage is assigned to St. John's College, Oxford (the northern boundary is approximately the line taken by the G.W.R. extension in 1902; it is separated from Frenchay on the west and south by Bradley Brook, and on the east from Westerleigh and Mangotsfield respectively by the river Frome). Mr. Greenstreet was licensed to the perpetual curacy on February 17th, 1862, in which year he is described as Incumbent. The patronage continued in the hands of St. John's College until 1879, when after a great deal of correspondence Mr. Greenstreet purchased it for £300, and presented it to the "Society for the Maintenance of the Faith." The church has accommodation for 250.
The district originally known as "Winterbourne Down" extended from the Winterbourne street to the Frome. The area above the river from Damason Bridge to Jones' Mill was known as "Under the Down."

The Vicars.
Frederick Waters Greenstreet, M.A., Trinity College, Cambridge, who resigned in 1881, when he became vicar of Kildwick, and in 1887, rector of Wormley, Herts. On resigning this living he returned to Winterbourne Down, where one of his daughters was settled; he died on 17th April, 1913, aged 86.
Reginald Henry Dyke Acland-Troyte, M.A., Trinity College, Oxford, was instituted May 27th, 1881; from 1885-1922 he was Chaplain of St. Andrew's, Pau; he died in 1932.
Henry Marriott Bannister, M.A., Pembroke College, Oxford, was instituted February 19th, 1885.
Samuel Sproston, B.A., curate of St. Faith's, Stoke Newington, was instituted on November 18th, 1887.
Frederic William Fremantle Bishop, M.A., Trinity College, Cambridge, was instituted on June 15th, 1889. He resigned in 1900, to become rector of Putley, Herefordshire.
William Pollock Henderson, M.A., Keble College, Oxford, vicar of Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, 1890-8, was instituted on March 1st, 1901. He died in November, 1910; the large addition to the churchyard, approached from the lower road, was dedicated, in memory of him, on July 25th, 1912.
Basil Henry Winterbotham, B.A., University College, Durham, was instituted on February 18th, 1911. He resigned in 1915, to become vicar of St. Saviour, Luton.
Gerald	Edward Nicolls, M.A., Pembroke College, Cambridge, was instituted on January 3rd, 1916. He had spent many years in India, and was Archdeacon of Lahore, 1909-12. He resigned in 1923, to become vicar of St. John the Baptist, Bedminster.
Harold Edgar Averay-Jones, M.A., Durham, was instituted on October 20th, 1923.
The first vestry meeting was held on March 12th, 1862, when Dr. Edward Crossman was nominated vicar's warden; he held that position until his death, in 1904; he was succeeded as vicar's warden by his son, Dr. Francis Ward Crossman, who became people's warden in 1921. Robert Jones was people's warden from 1862 until his death in 1891. Frederick William Tuck was sexton for 43 years.
Miss Mary Marriott, who had devoted nearly all her life to work in the parish, died in 1934, aged 78.

THE WAR MEMORIAL.
At an open-air service on the afternoon of Sunday, January 1st, 1922, the War Memorial was unveiled. It is a massive rectangular Latin cross, of pennant stone, standing on the edge of Whiteshill Common, facing the high road. On this side of the base its purpose and dedication are recorded; on the other three sides are the names of those who fell, from the three ecclesiastical parishes of Winterbourne, Frenchay, and Winterbourne Down respectively. When the several processions had taken up their positions, the Dead March was played. Dr. F. W. Crossman, Chairman of the Memorial Committee, gave an opening address, touching upon the central position of the Memorial, and its local character, the material being drawn from the neighbourhood, and the design, shaping and erection being the work of fellow parishioners of those to whose memory it was erected. Miss Robinson, of Frenchay, then unveiled the Memorial, which was solemnly dedicated by the Archdeacon of Bristol, who gave a short address. Evergreen wreaths were laid at its foot on behalf of ex-Service men, and divers societies. The Rev. George Jarvis, of the Whiteshill Congregational Church, and the Rev. C. J. Burrough, rector of Winterbourne, then spoke, each taking "Brotherhood" as his theme. The latter then said the concluding prayers, the Archdeacon gave the Blessing, and the Last Post was sounded.		(Frenchay Church Magazine)

[ED. The above text is in fact an abridged version of the actual text, which is as follows, taken from the Frenchay Church Magazine, Jan/Feb 1922]….

At an open-air service on the afternoon of Sunday, January 1st, the War Memorial on Whiteshill for the civil parish of Winterbourne was unveiled. It is a massive, slightly tapered, rectangular Latin Cross, with pierced Iona head, on an obtruncated pyramidical base, raised on three deep and wide roughly hewn steps, all of pennant stone and perfectly plain save for the "Line of Life" traced on the face of the head. [You are not expected to draw the Memorial from this description.--Ed.] It stands on the edge of the Common, facing the high road. On this side of the base its purpose and dedication are recorded; each of the other three sides is devoted to the names of those who fell from the three ecclesiastical parishes of Winterbourne, Frenchay and Winterbourne Down respectively. From each of these its Choir, robed and headed by its processional cross, led a procession of parishioners and arrived and took up position on its appointed side whilst the band was playing a voluntary.
All stood at attention whilst the Dead March was played. Dr. Crossman, Chairman of the Committee, whose loving labours were that day crowned, gave an opening address, touching on the central and prominent position of the Memorial and of its local character, the material being drawn from the neighbourhood and the design, shaping and erection the work of fellow-parishioners of those to whose memory it was erected. He closed with a comforting lesson from its simple decoration. "Praise, my soul, The King of Heaven" was sung and Miss Robinson of Frenchay, after a few appropriate words, then unveiled the Memorial. It was solemnly dedicated by the Archdeacon of Bristol who in a short address pointed out that it had a two-fold message, "Lest we forget" regarding the past, and "Carry on," probably the last words of some there commemorated, with a view to the future. Evergreen wreaths were then laid at its foot on behalf of ex-service men and divers societies, and after "There is a green hill" had been sung The Rev. G. Jarvis of Whiteshill Chapel and The Rector of Winterbourne spoke, each taking "Brotherhood" as his theme; the latter then said the concluding prayers. "O God, our Help" was sung, The Archdeacon gave the Blessing, an impressive silence was broken by the thrilling plaint of the Last Post, and a very solemn and touching service was over.


