CHAPTER II.
 
Winterbourne Church.

THE parish is in the Diocese of Bristol, and in the Deanery of Almondsbury. "That part of the Diocese which includes Bristol itself and its suburbs, and other portions of Gloucestershire, formed part of the Kingdom of Mercia, and was under the jurisdiction of the bishops of the Mercians from A.D. 656-62, and from 664-78 under the Bishop of Lichfield. The Diocese of Lichfield was divided into five Sees, and Worcestershire and Gloucestershire composed the See of the Hwiccas under the Bishop of Worcester from 680-1542. In that year, following the dissolution of the Monastery of St. Augustine, the Bishopric of Bristol was founded by Henry Vlll, who declared the building to be the Cathedral Church and the Episcopal Seat of the Bishop of Bristol. The City of Bristol was then taken out of the Diocese of Worcester, and the County of Dorset out of the Diocese of Salisbury. The County of Dorset has since (1836) reverted to the Diocese of Salisbury, and the Deaneries of North Wilts (Chippenham, Cricklade and Malmesbury) were then added to the Diocese of Bristol. In 1836 the Sees of Gloucester and Bristol were placed under one Bishop, though their Consistorial Courts were left distinct. In 1897, on the revival of the separate See of Bristol the Right Rev. Forrest Browne, D.D., Canon of St. Paul's. and Bishop of Stepney, became Bishop of Bristol" (The Bristol Diocesan Directory).

Goodrick, in a brief account of the church, refers to the discovery, in 1905. of "pre-Christian graves on the hill between the church and the village."

A burial ground doubtless existed at an early period, as an Act of c.750 required every village to provide one within its bounds. This may have been on the site of the church, or possibly on the side of Church Lane. There is no information as to the existence of a Saxon or Norman church. The following features in the present church belong to the transition period, c. 1150-1200; the flat buttresses on the corners of the east end; the "Priest's Door" with its pointed "bowtell" moulding; the porch doorway, which was removed from the west end to the south side in 1843; the string course which runs horizontally around the chancel; the moulded "bell capitals" to the arch of the chapel under the tower; and the "corbel-shafts" to the chancel arch.

There is no available reference to the early church. William de Headingdone, who appears to have become rector in 1281, is mentioned as having erected noble buildings (see "Rectors of Winterbourne "). It is clear that for some time before 1281 monks from Bristol had become associated with the parish; at the end of the Winterbourne Court garden is a passage, between two walls, known as "the monks' walk," and in a field on the west is "the monks' pond" (now overgrown by osiers). The Carmelite Friars, who were established in Bristol in 1267, must have had some connection with the parish, as on December 30th, 1286, there was "a commission from the Bishop of Worcester to his official to enquire as to a violence committed in the parish church of Winterbourne after the death of Sir John Tregoz by the prior and brethren of Mount Carmel, Bristol" (W. D. R. Giffard, fo. 19).

Mural Paintings.

The tower is of the early and decorated periods, and the spire is of a later date. Below the tower is the chantry chapel (see "Chantry Chapel of St. Michael "). The walls of this chapel were covered with paintings; a large figure of St. Michael and the Dragon on the right-hand side; a knight in armour (supposed to represent Lord Bradeston) on the left side; on various parts of the walls the Bradeston coat of arms (Arg. on a canton gules a rose or), their device (a boar's head couped and ducally gorged), and roses. These paintings were covered with plaster and whitewash, and Austen-Leigh (rector 1875-90) implies that nothing was known of their existence until "on removing the plaster traces of painting were discovered, and as much was preserved as could be." A good deal of the remains can be traced in a bright light. Most of the east wall, against which the altar stood, was removed in 1894, when the organ chamber was provided by the generosity of Miss Ellen Tanner. The piscina still remains.

The manor chapel, on the north side of the chancel, is said to have been built by Lord Bradeston. On the left of the entrance to it can be seen traces of the staircase which led up to the Rood-loft. On the right-hand side of the chancel arch are two deep embrasures, which communicated with the outside of the church before the organ chamber was built. "These lighted the Rood-loft, and the Rood altar, of which tbe piscina remains" (J. C. Cox "Gloucestershire ").
In the Bristol Dioc. Reg. 4, p. 708, there is a much mutilated entry, apparently made after a Visitation; 1559-64. Winterbourne. Undated notes: 

"Imprimis there is at Winterbourne a holli--w-- (this may be a reference to the holy well in the grounds of Begbrook, Frenchay). The Rodelofte and the altare--but lieth in the Ile and the highe altar stone standing against the wall.
Item to enquire what is in the tower.
Item the table is very ill and v--ly.
Item they have never a bible of the largest volume nor a paraphrase of the Epistles."

Then follow some comments on the morals of two of the parishioners. The following note was found among documents at Almondsbury:

In the year 1583 Winterbourne stone steple in a tempest of thunder and lightening was piteously rent, and the church moiled; whereupon fell after discord between the old parson Mr. Crondall and his parishioners, and just ten years after the like tempest and hurt happened to ye same Steeple and greater variance between Mr. Nicholas Crondall and his parishioners, so he lost his parsonage worth 200 marks ye ann.

As a matter of fact he was suspended for ecclesiastical causes in 1599 (Lamb. Reg. Whitgift. III. f. 106), when two priests were licensed to serve the cure. In 1811 the vane was taken down by a sailor, and replaced. In 1827 the spire was struck by lightning, and repaired for .£65. In 1853 it was considered to be unsafe, and was taken down to within a few courses of the tower, and rebuilt. The old stones were set up on a mound in the orchard of Hambrook House, which was at the time owned by the Rev. John Pring. Another restoration of the spire took place in 1922, when the Rev. C. J. Burrough was rector, and Messrs. W. E. Mirehouse and H. G. Ludwell were churchwardens.

The bells, six in number, were cast at Chepstow in 1750; they were repaired and partly re-hung in 1890. The font dates from the latter part of the 17th century. In 1815 a faculty was granted for taking down the gallery at the west end and erecting a larger one "owing to the great increase in the population, and many inhabitants being unprovided with seats. The new gallery to provide for the children now attending the newly-established school." In 1843 a faculty was granted "for taking down the whole of the north and west walls (a window in the west wall, with the Berkeley coat of arms, must have been removed at this time), and a portion of the south wall, and also the pillars supporting the roof of the church, and rebuilding the same walls and pillars; converting the present vestry into a south porch, and building a new vestry at the east end of the small (manor) chapel." The gallery of 1815, which extended along tile whole of the west wall, was removed at this time; it was supported on Grecian pilasters, portions of which are in the rectory garden. In 1856 the window at the east end was presented by Mrs. J. W. Jones, as a memorial to her husband. formerly curate of the parish; the chancel wall was raised about two feet in order to admit of a loftier window than that which it displaced (Austen-Leigh's notes).

In 1880 the vestry erected in 1843 on the east side of the manor chapel was taken down and the present one was built by William Tanner, lord of the manor. He restored the manor chapel, and put in the two stained windows. It has since been equipped and furnished by members of his family, as a memorial to the parishioners who fell in the Great War.

Austen-Leigh says that the pews, some square and all high, were not touched in the restoration of 1843, nor apparently was the chancel. Joseph Leech in "The Church Goer" (1851) describes a visit to the church one hot Sunday morning on his horse, "John Bunyan." He comments on the beauty of the restored nave, but criticises the chancel:

"The altar screen is like a huge dresser, painted brown, and picked out with white angels. A number of wooden figures, Indian enough to have belonged to a Temple of Vishnu, but really removed from the old roof, fantastically arranged like guardian angels, or tormenting imps, around the tombs of the Bradestons."

He describes the attendance as having "all the character of a truly English congregation," and commends the singing as hearty, though homely, and the rector's sermon as plain, practical and frank.

There is practically no information on minor details in connection with the church. The Churchwarden's accounts were destroyed by a fire, in 1881, at Winterbourne Court Farm, where they were deposited by the rector on his leaving for his holiday. It is probable that other documents also perished. The registers contain a few items of information, but the earliest Vestry Book in existence has no entry before 1835.

THE EFFIGIES AND MONUMENTS.

The effigies in the manor chapel are not in their original position, which is unknown. The first pair now lies against the north wall; the head of a knight. who is cross-legged below the knee, rests on a tilting helm surmounted by the Bradeston crest, supported on either side by an angel sitting down; his feet are on a small lion. Below the angel on the left side is some carving, which, owing to its proximity to the wall, it is impossible to see clearly (the Rev. R. Jeffcoat explains it as a figure of St. Michael with his spear in a wyvern's mouth). The head of the lady is also flanked by two angels. and her feet are on a dog. Miss Ida M. Roper (" The Monumental Effigies of Gloucestershire and Bristol ") assigns this pair to Robert, son of Lord Bradeston, and Isabella his wife, but this is doubtful. The next pair she assigns to John, the second son of Sir Robert, and his wife. A portion of the knight's hands, and the top of one foot are broken away, and the lady's hands are cut off at the wrist. The angels which flank her head are headless; the knight's feet are on a lion, and the lady's on two lap dogs which are much injured. Goodrick, in his brief account of the church, assumes that these injuries took place during the Reformation.

On a stone slab, below these effigies, is one of a lady recumbent, her hands in an attitude of prayer, and her head resting on two pillows, the top one placed diagonally. Its date is about 1300; there is no evidence as to whom it represents; it was lying in the vestry in 1779.

On the south wall is a brass effigy, supposed by some authorities to be the oldest brass in the county, of a lady wearing a veil head-dress, with a gown with pockets but without buttons; the kirtle has long sleeves. This brass formerly lay on the floor and was removed to the wall when the altar was placed in the chapel. It probably represents Blanch, wife of Sir Edmund Bradeston.

In the north aisle is the effigy of a knight, under a canopy which still retains traces of its colouring, which cannot be identified. Atkyns (in 1768) assigns it to William Fakerham (or Tukerham), lord of Sturden, who died in 1257, but Miss Roper gave it a later date, c. 1320. It is now popularly assigned to Hugo de Sturden, a name which does not occur in any early documents.

Rudge's History (1803) says "a legend is preserved that this man (whom he calls Sturten) had sold himself to the devil; and it was among the articles of the contract that he was to be carried to the church, after his death, neither with his feet or his head foremost, nor to be buried in the church or churchyard; to cheat the devil of his due, he directed that his body should be carried sideways to burial, and that it should be buried in the wall of the church." Mr. Goodrick, in a "Brief account of the church" seems to accept Rudge's identification of the effigy with Hugo de Sturden (or Sterten) but gives another version, viz., that "having died all but excommunicated (receiving the Communion only at the point of death) he was for his sins buried half within and half without the church; and so his monument stood originally at the entrance to the tower, until at the restoration of the church (in 1843) it was placed under the north east window."

From the evidence of Atkyns and Rudge, there seems to be no cause for supposing that it has not always occupied its present position. There are some signs of its having been moved, but it was probably moved and replaced when the north wall was rebuilt in 1843. Rudge seems to be the first to identify the effigy with Hugo, who also enjoys the distinction of having been the hero of some romantic elopement which took place in the parish at an early period, with which the Sturden Court Farm is connected. This event is immortalised in the glee, "O! who will o'er the Downs so free," by Richard Pearsall, who lived 1775-1856.

MONUMENTS ON THE WALLS.

Within the Sanotuary.
	The Symes monument in memory of Amy, wife of Thomas Symes, and daughter of Edward Bridges, of Keynsham, "who after seventeen years spent in her minority, and 20 years in wedlock, in which interval she was mother of twelve sons and four daughters, died April 12th, 1662." Also Thomas Symes, Esq., son of John Symes, of Ponsford, Somerset, died January 22nd, 1669-70, aged 48. Near the east window is a brass plate "In Mem. J. W. Jones, who ministered twenty-two years in this parish. The east wall of the Church was rebuilt by him, and the reredos and painted window given by his affectionate widow." On a brass "Nere under lyeth the Bodys of Henry and Phillipa Guise, son and daughter of Henry Guise, of this parish" (they died in 1672); "Hic jacet Phillipa Guise, uxor Henrici, et soror Sir Thomae Bridges, de Keynsham" (she died February 1674-5). Henry Guise, whose name does not appear on the brass, was buried here February 1st, 1676-7,

In the Chanoel.
	Arthur Tucker, died 1785, aged 72; Mary, his wife, died 1781, aged 61; and several of their children.
	George Martin, died 1837, aged 65. Sarah Beyan, relict of George Martin, died 1861. "This is erected by William Bevan, of Stapleton."
	Thomas Whitfield, 7 years Rector, died 1834, aged 69. Mary, youngest daughter of Rev. John Cholmeley, who died at Winterbourne, 1816, aged 2.
	Rev. Edward Davies. A.M., Prebendary of Llandaff, died 1789, aged 79, "whose remains are deposited near this place."
	William Perry, Gent., died 1807, aged 85; Mary, his wife, died 1815, aged 83; William Perry, his son, M.D., of Bath, died 1808, aged 54; Mary, his daughter (Mrs. Hull), died 1844, aged 87; Rev. J. W. Jones, died 1849, aged 60: Elizabeth, his daughter, died 1850, aged 90; Mary Ann. widow of Rev. J. W. Jones. died 1862, aged 77.

In the Manor Chapel.
	There is a large monument to James Buck, lord of the manor, died 1619, aged 66, with a long inscription; it was erected by his son Matthew.
	A brass to Matthew Buck with the following inscription: Although the subject of these fatall Rymes (This Matthew) lived in custome of the times, Reader thou must (like him) before thou diest Leave the World's Custome for to follow Christ And then his Censure shall shutt up thy storie He that did rise to Grace shall rise to Glorie.
	A brass to Thomas Buck, lord of the manor, died 1658, aged 47 (Coat of Arms).
	A tablet to Hugh Browne, lord of the manor, died 1691, aged 47, and Mrs. Ann Browne, died 1725, aged 82.
	Emma Christian, the beloved daughter of Samuel and Susan Brice, died 1826, aged 25. Richard Daubeney Brice, died 1838, aged 39. Samuel Brice, junior, died 1816, aged 19. Edward Daubeney Brice, died 1824, aged 21. Samuel Brice, senior, died 1841, aged 76.	His wife, Susannah, died 1851, aged 80.

In the Nave.		On the north side:
	John Deverell, Esq., of Clifton, died 1797, aged 72.
	The Memorial window to those who fell in the Great War.
			On the south side:
	Thomas Mountjoy, Surgeon, late of Whiteshill, died April 22nd, 1797, aged 64.
	"He was noted thro' England and Ireland and Wales for his knowledge and success in curing the diseases of weakly and rickety children, and ruptures, which he practised successfully for 40 years, from an original receipt which had been in the family for near 200 years."
	Captain Richard Hudson, died 1679, aged 67. Alice, his wife, died 1683.
	Mary Brydges, died 1826, aged 72. "She was of the ancient family of Brydges of Apleadon, co. Hereford, but late of Hambrook Grove, whose mortal remains lie in the consecrated precincts of this church. This stone is placed by her grateful kinsman, Harford Jones Brydges."
	James, son of the Rev. George D'Arville, died 1820, aged 19; Anna, his wife, died 1822, aged 54.
	A monument to several members of the Rickards family.
	Louisa Marguerita Callaghan (of Crossley House), died 1893, aged 93.
	A window in memory of Captain Henry Godfrey Marsh, of Winterbourne Park. died 1872, and many members of his family, whose names are given on a tablet below. Erected by Charles W. Earle Marsh, D.L., J.P., Mon.
	In the chantry chapel, a window placed by William Tanner in memory of his wife and a daughter.
	A tablet in memory of William Freeman, of Frenchay, merchant of Bristol, and of members of his family.

FLAT STONES.
Within the Sanctuary.
	John Gibbs, of French Hay, died 1758, aged 70.
	Thomas Haynes, died 1713, aged 53; Sarah, his widow, died 1728, aged 57. Elizabeth Portlock, widow, their daughter, died 1756, aged 49.
	John Hickes, of Bristol, Merchant, died 1704, aged 80.
	William Bridges, died 1705, aged 78.
	Thomasina Callowhill, died 1713, in her 78th year.
	Edward Warneford, 18 years rector, died 1795, aged 59.

In the Chancel.
	George Martin, aged 65.
	Thomas Whitfield, rector, died 1834, aged 69.
	William Perry, died 1807, and several members of his family.
	William Tanner, died 1887; Louisa Agnes, his wife, died 1853.
	Mary, wife of Christopher Griffith, and daughter and co-heir of Loftus Brightwell, of Padworth, died 1748, aged 58 (coat of arms).
	Elizabeth, only daughter of William Griffith, of Bristol, Merchant, died 1646 (coat of arms).
	John Griffith. rector for 56 years, died January 1697-8, aged 86.

In the Manor Chapel.
	Here are stones, now concealed to a great extent by the effigies, recording the burials of Hugh Browne, Ann, his widow, and Sophia (daughter of Ann by her first husband, Charles Williams), who died 1730, aged 50.
	On the south side of the effigies is a much defaced stone which covers the remains of a member of the Bradeston family (Goodrick says Edward Bradeston, and that the date of his death could he plainly deciphered as 1440).
	Superimposed on this stone is one inscribed "Frances Hall, relict of Matthew Hall. of York, and mother to Frances Payne, of this parish, died 1786, aged 87."

In the Nave.
	Near the pulpit is a much worn slab with the names of Isaac Payne, died 1773, Betsy Griffith Payne, his daughter, died 1768, aged 4 months and 3 days, and Christopher Griffith Payne, his son, died 1772.

In the North Aisle.
	The Deverell vault.
	Lieutenant John Payne, who married Martha, daughter of John Rainstorp, Wine Merchant, died 1750, aged 33.
	William Rickards (of Frenchay Mill), died 1827, aged 77; Mary, his wife, died 1821; Thomas and Mary, their son and daughter; Ann, his second wife, died 1851.
	Edward Parker, died 1838, aged 89; Hannah, his wife, died 1814, aged 72; Edward Parker, died 1861, aged 82; Susanna, his wife, died 1846, aged 60.
	William Nicolls (of Winterbourne Lodge), died 1792, aged 66; two daughters and three sons, who died between 1765-1790.
	On the south side:
	Thomas Bailey, died 1726; Elizabeth (widow), his sister, died 1728 (coat of arms).
	Mary, daughter of Thomas Perry, died 1749; Hugh, son of Thomas Perry, died 1767, aged 69.
	Caleb Jesse,died 1756, aged 28; "also the body of Phillis, widow, but afterwards wife of Richard Low, the younger, felt maker, died 1761, aged 33."
	Ann Eldridge, died 1763, aged 70.
	Goodrick says that there are 29 vaults beneath the pavements of the church.

THE WINTERBOURNE REGISTERS.

AN order was issued in 1538 by Thomas Cromwell, vicar-general, to parish priests for the keeping of registers, and similar orders were issued in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. In 1603 it was directed that a parchment book should be provided in every parish, "wherein shall be written the day and year of every Christening, Wedding and Burial, which have been in the parish since the time that the law was first made in that behalf, so far as the ancient books can be procured, but especially since the reign of the late Queen." No entries prior to 1600 have been copied into our first register which dates from 1600-1642, and contains 568 baptisms, 132 marriages, and 457 burials. Richard Brydges was rector, and John Middleton and William Bayly were churchwardens. Inside the cover are the following entries: 
	(1) Mr. Thomas Williams, of Winterbourne, hath given to the churche the somme of VIs. VIIId. for a pew or seate in the sayde church (signed by the rector and churchwardens);
(2) Thomas Hopkins, of Hambroke, hath given the summe of tenn shillings for a pew or seate in the church neer the Chancell (signed by the rector; Abraham Cox and John Lyall, churchwardens, make their crosses);
(3) We, Thomas Williams and John Marshall, churchwardens, have placed Mr. Thomas Hopkins, of Hambroke, in the uppermoste seate in the church over against the pulpitt in regard his former seate stood where the pulpitt now standeth (Thomas Williams signs, and John Marshall makes his cross);
(4) Mr. Thomas Symes, of Winterbourne, hath given unto the church the summe of 20 shillings for a pew or seate (formerly Mr. Williams') in the sayde church (signed by John Meredith, and Isaac --, churchwardens).
The year begins on March 25th, and so continues until 1753, when the change to January 1st takes place.
The entries for 1600 and 1601 are as follows:

Christeninges
		ab Anno Domini 1600 eta vicesimo die Mensis Octobris.
14 Dec.		Jeane, ye daughter of John Bennett.
21 Dec.		Anthonie, ye sonne of John Tippatt.
22 Feb.		Frances, ye daughter of George Camburne.
1601.
26 March.	Thomas, ye sonne of Thomas Longe, a stranger.
26 Aprill.		Elizabeth, ye daughter of Thomas Millett.
24 June.		Agnis, ye daughter of Morris Wilterlie.
5 July.		Catherine, ye daughter of Richard Lugg.
19 July.		Leonard, ye sonne of John Phillips.
23 Aug.		Alse, ye daughter of John Hickes.
6 Sept.		Joane, ye daughter of Thomas Ponter.
21 Sept.		Martha, ye daughter of William Tay.
1 Januarie.	Nicholas, ye sonne of Thomas Giles.
8 Januarie.	Joane, ye daughter of George Cole.

Marriages
Anno Domini 1601.
23 Aprill.		John Haynes and Alse Billinroe.
20 June.		Walter Williams and Joane Baylie.
3 Aug.		William Gregorie and Margaret Griffine.
5 Nov.		James Sledge and Agnes Marshall.
7 Sept.		Henry Nowell and Agnes Corig (? Gorig).

Burialls
omitted Anno Domini 1600.
15 March.	Elizabeth, ye wife of Henry Nicholas.
20 March.	Joane, ye daughter of Thomas Clarke, alias Gilburd.
1601.
4 March.	Thomas Douding.
11 May.	Susanna, ye daughter of Thomas Parmiter.
6 Aprill.	Anthonie, ye sonne of John Tippatt.
8 June.		Hugo Chennell.
22 July.	Elizabeth Bird, a widow.
6 Aug.		Nicholas Bromeham.
6 Jan.		Catherine, ye daughter of Richard Lugg.
8 Jan.		Elizabeth, ye wife of Thomas Wood.
11 Jan.		Nicholas, ye sonne of Thomas Giles.
22 Feb.		John, ye sonne of William Hooper.

The last baptism recorded in this register is on May 8th, 1642, the last marriage on October 15th, 1641, and the last burial, that of Richard Brydges, rector, on March 4th, 1641-2. Then comes a gap during the Civil War. J. C. Cox (How to write the History of a Parish," page 125) quotes the following extract from the Kibworth, co. Leicester, register:
A.D. 1641. Know all men that the reason why little or nothing is registered from the year 1641 until the year 1649 was the civil wars between King Charles and his Parliament, which put all into confusion till then, and neither minister nor people could stay quietly at home for one party or the other.

The Second Register.
This contains 416 baptisms, 83 marriages, and 443 burials. John Griffith became rector on June 4th, 1642. The first four pages are blank, evidently left for entries, which were not made. There is the following heading to the list of baptisms:
Whose names are herewithin written weare Baptised at their several tymes as follows. Imps. In the yeare of our Lord god according to the computation of the Church of England, One Thousand Six hundred and fforty ffower.
One baptism only is recorded in 1644, one in 1645, and nineteen in 1646-52. The first entry of marriage is on March 27th, 1654, and entries of burial (with one exception, that of Elizabeth Griffith, daughter of William Griffith, of Bristol, in 1646) do not begin until October, 1654. The following entry Occurs:
September 29th, 1679. Mr. Hudson in Linnen, and 5l (£5) paid.
In order to protect the woollen industry an Act for lessening the importation of linen from abroad was passed in 1678 requiring the relatives of the deceased to make oath that the corpse was not wrapt in any material other than "what is of sheep's wool." At about this time the burial of all persons in coffins began to be general, the majority hitherto having been merely shrouded and laid in the graves. A coffin was often provided by the parish to convey the body to the grave. The registers of many parishes contain declarations as to burial in wool, but this is the only reference in connection with the Act in the Winterbourne registers.
In each of the first two registers, births, marriages and deaths are entered in separate portions of the volume.

A VESTRY DISPUTE.
At the end of this register is an account of a dispute between the rector and the churchwardens, Walter Rainstorpe and Joseph Tomlinson, which was referred to the bishop. The churchwardens had had "false keys" made for the opening of the doors. His Lordship decided that:
ye right of ye keys was wholy to ye minister, and ye more to assure us and confirm us therein he further added that ye minister at his first admission and induction has possession given him of ye whole church by ye tolling of a bell.
The churchwardens "did speedily provide new locks with keys." "At a solemn meeting of ye parishioners this was publicly read to them, and then Nem. Con. entered in the Parish Book."

The Third Register.
John Griffith died on January 25th, 1697-8, and Richard Towgood was instituted on February 11th. His first entry is: "the registers from 1690-1697 seem to be missing." The register covers the period from 1698 to 1749 (inclusive). The baptisms (948), the marriages (187), and the burials (762), are entered consecutively for each year, page by page, and not on the system adopted in the first two registers. There is a memorandum in this register, dated July 23rd, 1698, about "the removal of the reading Pew and Pulpitt from the middle of the south wall where they then inconveniently stood, and placed where they had formerly stood adjoining the Chancel, in ye right hand as you goe out of ye Chancell into ye body of ye Church."

The Fourth Register.
This covers the period from 1750-1794, and the same system of entry prevails as in the third register. Inside the cover is a list of rectors from 1543. This register contains entries of 1,442 baptisms, 360 marriages, and 965 burials.

The Fifth Register.
	This only covers the period from 1795-1812; henceforth births, deaths and marriages are entered in separate registers, provided in pursuance of an Act of Parliament 53 Geo. III. In the case of baptisms the occupation of the parent, frequently given in the fourth register, is required, as is also the age of those buried, seldom given hitherto. It is not until about 1833 that a second baptismal name begins to become at all frequent.

BURIAL GROUNDS.
	There was no burial ground other than that of the Winter-bourne church before c. 1670, when the Unitarian church, Frenchay, was built; later comes that of the Friends' Meeting House; that of the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, Watley's End, c. 1796; those of Frenchay and Winterbourne Down churches in 1834 and 1861 respectively; the two small grounds of the Ebenezer Chapel, Watley's End, and of the United Methodist Chapel, Winterbourne Down, date from 1868 and 1878 respectively.
	In the middle of Cleve Hill Farm, between Bromley Heath and Baugh's Farm is a small square space walled round, and now planted with fir trees. At the entrance is a tablet with this inscription; "Friends' Burial Ground, 1657. 750 interments, prior to the year 1800, were registered at Cirencester. The entrance is upon a piece of pasture through roads from Bromley Heath to near Bath Farm, from the great road from Downend to Coalpit Heath." The last burial here was in 1818.

WINTERBOURNE RECTORS.
	The following is a list of the rectors of Winterbourne, so far as information is at present available:
1281.	There is a reference to a rector in this year, who appears to be identical with one called Thomas, and later William, or William de Headingdone.
1332.	John of Hereford, presented to the living on September 13th.
1349.	Robert Murdock (or Murdac), mentioned as rector in this year.
1368.	John Ailmer presented to the living.
1369.	Richard Coleshull, mentioned as rector.
1369-70. Thomas Ocle, instituted January 24th, on exchange with Richard Coleshull.
1371.	Richard Apelderham, presented on exchange with Thomas Ocle.
1405.	Walter Fitzpiers, mentioned as rector.
1405.	Henry Mory, on exchange with Walter Fitzpiers.
1451.	Thomas Dogton, mentioned as rector.
1471.	Thomas Palmer, mentioned as rector.
1533-8.  A document of this date mentions Robert Gylbart, who died in
1531, as having been rector, and John Parker as being now rector.
1541.	John Compton, mentioned as rector.
1555.	Paul Bush.
1559.	John Moore.
1569.	Henry Weston.
1572.	Nicholas Croundall.
1600.	Richard Bridges.
1642.	John Griffith.
1698.	Richard Towgood.
1713.	William Cary.
1759.	John Saunders.
1777.	Edward Warneford.
1795.	Nathaniel Moore.
1799.	Samuel Parker.
1827.	Thomas Whitfield.
1834.	John Crosby Clark.
1835.	William Birkett Allen.
1863.	Frank Burges.
1875.	Arthur Henry Austen-Leigh.
1890.	Alfred Thomas Scrope Goodrick.
1915.	Charles James Burrough.
1932.	Archibald Hankey Sewell.

THE first mention (so far available) of a rector is on March 10th, 1281; Composition between the rector of Wynterbourne and the abbot and convent of St. Augustine of Bristol touching tythes. Bounds set out" (Worc. H. Soc. p. 128). This probably concerns the detached portion of this parish bordering Almondsbury, which was held from 1150 by the Abbey of St. Augustine. Visits to Wynterborn by Guinsborough, bishop of Worcester, are recorded in 1303, and 1304. Bishop Cobham's register (1318-9) contains an instruction to his official to entrust the care of the goods of the rector (understood to be infirm) to the rector of Twining. In 1321 the bishop informs his Commissary-General that Thomas, rector of Wynterborn, suffers from blindness, and is known to need a coadjutor, and that he has, at the request of Sir John Giffard, who claims to be patron, granted the cure to William de Estenore, chaplain, "as coadjutor both of the sick person and of the church." In 1323 he writes to T(homas), sympathising with him in his infirmity, and saying that he has appointed William de Cornehulle, formerly his domestic clerk, to be his coadjutor, and instructing Thomas to enable him to make an inventory of his goods. In 1324 he again writes to the rector (whom he now addresses as William), saying that he understands that he has not obeyed his letter, and warning him to do so on pain of excommunication. The rector seems to have now complied. Canon Wilson ("Liber Albus" of the Priory of Worcester) quotes the following confirmation of a deed of Adam Orleston, late bishop of Worcester, by the prior and convent: "William de Headingdone, the rector of Winterbourne, being now old and blind, and unable to retain the cure of souls, has resigned the living, and we have instituted John of Hereford to it. But considering William's great service in the erection of noble buildings and in their defence, and to save him from poverty, with the present rector's assent we have ordered that William shall receive from John and his successors £20." October 20th, 1332.
	September 13th, 1332. Royal presentation of John of Hereford to the church of Winterbourne, in the king's gift by reason of the lands late of John Mautravers being in his hands (Cal. pat. rolls, 6. Ed. III).
	1349. August-December. Letters dimissory were granted by the prior of Worcester, keeper of the spiritualities during the vacancy of the see, for the promotion by any catholic bishop of Thomas atte Lude, of Winterbourne, to minor or subdeacon's orders; Robert Murdock, rector, to holy orders.
	Robert Murdock (or Murdac), with others, held the advowson of church before 1328, in which year it was conveyed to Sir Thomas de Bradeston.
	There is a record (May 31st, 1355. Cal. Pat. Rolls): "Indult. by the pope to Robert Mardak, rector of Wynter-bourne, dio. of Worcester, to choose a confessor, who shall give him, being penitent, plenary remission at the hour of death, with usual safeguards."
	May 19th, 1368. Royal presentation of John Ailmer to the church of Wynterbourne, by reason of the king's wardship of the land of Thomas de Bradeston, knight, who held in chief.
	January 20th, 1370. Grant to Richard Coleshull, parson of the church of Winterbourne, of the prebend of St. Thomas, the martyr, in the collegiate church of Glaseneye, diocese of Exeter, in the king's gift by reason of the voidance of the bishopric of Exeter on an exchange of benefices with Thomas Ocle, parson or precentor of the church of St. Mary, Southampton, Presentation of the said Thomas to the church of Winterbourne, in the king's gift by reason of his wardship of the land and heir of Thomas Bradeston, knight, who held in chief, on exchange as above (Cal. Pat. Rolls).
	January 24th, 1370. By virtue of a commission from the Bishop of Worcester, the Bishop of Winchester instituted the said Ocle to Wynterbourne (Reg. Wykeham, fo. 19. Hampshire Rec. Soc.).
	April 25th, 1371.    Royal presentation of Richard Apelderham, dean of the collegiate church of Southmallyng, in the immediate jurisdiction of the archbishop of Canterbury, to the church of Wynterbourne, in the king's gift (as above); on an exchange of benefices with Thomas Ocle (Cal. Pat. Rolls. Ed. III. 15. p. 67). The king, who had assumed the wardship of the manor and advowson of Winterbourne, on the death of Thomas, Lord Bradeston, later found that they were not held of him in chief, and on June 10th, 1374, he directed John ap Rees, escheator in Gloucestershire, "to remove the king's hand, and not to meddle further with the manor and advowson, delivering to Edmund de Bradeston any issues thereof taken since the death of Thomas de Bradeston."
	In 1405 Sir Walter Fitzpiers (the title "Sir" was commonly applied to the clergy at this period) was rector, and an exchange of benefices was sanctioned between him and Sir Henry Mory, rector of Colemore, diocese of Winchester, who was admitted to the church of Winterbourne, on the presentation of Thomas, son of Edmund Bradeston (Arundell reg. 1. fo. 512a). Henry Mory held the rectory of Frampton Cotterell in 1405-6.
	Thomas Dogton is mentioned as rector of Winterbourne in Cal. Close Rolls, April 28th, 1431. John Gaywode, burgess of Bristol, in his will dated May 11th, 1471, left a legacy to "Master Thomas Palmer, rector of Winterbourne" (Bristol Wills). In Early Chancery Proceedings, 739. P.R.O. 1553-8, Robert Gylbard is mentioned as having been "pryst parson of the paryshe of Winterbourne." He died in 1531. John Parker is mentioned as "now parson." In 1541 Sir John Compton was rector (Worc. dio. Reg. Bell. 173). There is a record of October 7th, 1546: "John Compton, clerk, late of Winterbourne; Pardon of outlawry pronounced against him at the suit of John Wolcombe, for a debt of ,10; he having surrendered to the Flete prison" (P.R.O. Pat. Rolls).

PAUL BUSH'S WILL.
On the dissolution of the Abbey of St. Augustine, and the foundation of the see of Bristol, Paul Bush was appointed the first bishop. He held the see from 1542-1554, when he was deposed on the ground of his having been married: he had married Edith Ashley, who died three months after the accession of Queen Mary, and was buried in the Cathedral. He became rector of Winterbourne, and compounded for the first fruits of the rectory on July 2nd, 1555. He died in October, 1558. His will, dated September 25th, 1558, is of great interest, and very lengthy. He desires to be "decently buried in the north side of the high altar of the cathedral church of Bristow, fast by the side of the altar there standing now, and a tomb of free stone to be made there." He bequeathed to the dean of the Cathedral, "being present in the quire at dirige and requiem mass the day of my burial 3s. 4d. To every prebendary of the said church in like manner, 2s. To every minister and priest there 12d. To every, secular minister 8d., and to every chorister 4d. To my parish priest of Winterbourne, and to the parish priest of Frampton Cotterell 5s. 0d. apiece, to conduct my body in their surplices to the cathedral church of Bristowe and to each of their clerks in their surplices bearing the cross to the said church 4d. Item, passing by the church of Stapleton, my body there pausing, while the priest of Stapleton sayeth 'de profundis,' and casteth holy water upon it, to have 8d. for his labour." Then follow many bequests to his relatives, friends and dependants, and "towards the reparation of the chancel of Winterbourne the 53s. 4d. which Mr. Robert Bradestone doth owe me."
	January 21st, 1558-9.--John Moore, clerk, was instituted by William Dalbie, vicar, delegate and commissary general for the dean and chapter of Canterbury, at London (the sees of Bristol and Canterbury being vacant), to the church of Wynterbourne, Bristol, vacant by the death of Paul Bush, last incumbent; on the presentation of Robert Bradeston, gent. (B.D.R. 4, p. 708).
	November 15th, 1567.--Henry Weston compounded for the first fruits of the rectory of Winterbourne at ,~27 7s. 4d.
	November 29th, 1572.--Nicholas Croundall (or Crondall), clerk, was instituted by the Archbishop to the parish church of Wynterbourne, by Bristol, lawfully vacant. Patroness Margery Bradstone, widow, relict of Robert Bradestone, Esq., for this turn, by right of jointure made by her late husband (Lamb. Reg. Parker. 11. p. 42). Crondall was suspended for ecclesiastical causes in 1599, and did not return.
	October 20th, 1600.--Richard Bridges, priest, M.A., was instituted by Dr. Stanhope, the Archbishop's vicar general, on the presentation of James Crondall, gent., patron (Lamb. Reg. Whitgift. III. fo. 106). He was buried in the chancel on March 4th, 1641-2.
	June 4th, 1642: John Griffith compounded for the first fruits of the rectory. He died on January 25th, 1697-8, aged 86, and was buried in the chance1.
	February 11th, 1698. Richard Towgood compounded for the first fruits; John Hickes, Esq., patron. He had been installed as a prebendary of Bristol Cathedral on July 20th, 1685, and was buried there in 1713. He was vicar of Bitton 1684-91, and of Olveston 1697-8. He was son of Richard Towgood, B.D., who was vicar of St. Nicholas, Bristol, and was sequestered on February 20th, 1645 for his loyalty to the king during the Commonwealth. He was confined in fetters in Bristol, and was condemned to be shot, but the sentence was not carried out. When set free he retired to Wotton-under-Edge, and after some years was presented to the living of Tortworth (Walker's Sufferings of the Clergy). After the Restoration he was persuaded to return to St. Nicholas, and was confirmed in his prebend of Bristol Cathedral, to which he had been previously appointed, but to which he had not been installed owing to the prevalent confusion. He became Dean in 1667, and died in 1683, aged 89. There is a tablet in the Cathedral erected by Elizabeth Towgood "in memory of her renowned Ancestors, Richard Towgood, S.T.B. Dean of this Church, ye grandfather, and Elizabeth his wife; Richard Towgood, M.A., the father, and Elizabeth, his wife." Elizabeth describes herself as the last of the family. The tablet goes on to record her virtues. She died on January 24th, 1767, in the 77th year of her age.
	December 19th, 1713.--William Cary, M.A., of Oriel College, Oxford, subscribes on institution; William Davies (? Daines) patron. He was vicar of Temple Church, Bristol, 1700-23, resigning that benefice on becoming vicar of St. Philip and St. Jacob. He is described as chaplain to the Bishop of Bristol in 1723, in which year he received dispensation to hold the vicarage of St. Philip and St. James with that of Winterbourne. In 1744 he became Chancellor of the diocese. He was buried in the chancel of St. Philip's church on January 23rd, 1759.
In April, 1759, John Saunders, D.D., was instituted, on the presentation of St. John's College, Oxford, which still holds the advowson. He was buried at Winterbourne on February 14th, 1777.
	April 16th, 1777. Edward Warneford, B:D., was instituted. His subscription to the three articles in canon 36, and the 39 articles of religion, and of conformity to the liturgy of the church of England is recorded. He was buried in the chancel of Winterbourne church on February 12th, 1795, aged 59.
	May 21st, 1795. Nathaniel Moore, L.L.D., Fellow of St. John's College, was instituted. He was buried in the chancel on November 23rd, 1798, aged 54.
	January 24th, 1799. Samuel Parker, B.D., Fellow of St. John's College, was instituted. His burial does not appear in the parish register. Austen-Leigh, rector from 1875-1890, (in some notes which he left in the parish chest) says that he was described as a tall elderly man, with a stoop, and grey hair, and that he appears to have been much liked. A very old man told him that "when Parson Parker became rector he visited every house in the parish, and told the people that if they went to the Devil it should not be his fault. nor from want of being spoken to." He does not, however, appear to have been very regular in his subsequent visits.
	In his time a curious incident occurred, during a vestry meeting, which was retailed to Austen-Leigh by the son of the parish clerk of the time; there used to be hot debates, and strong language was used. There was one man especially whose temper used to get the better of him. On this occasion (when the rector happened to have left the meeting) being very angry, this man consigned himself and his opponents to the devil, when a mysterious noise was heard in the chimney, and in a volume of smoke and dust a strange creature appeared with wings, large eyes, hooked nose, and horns. With cries of fear that the devil was really come upon them, the whole vestry rushed out of the door into the churchyard. They listened breathlessly for a time, and when not a sound was heard the clerk was deputed to go back into the vestry to exorcise the demon. On entering and looking round he saw a barn horned owl sitting and blinking on the table.
	March 1st, 1827. Thomas Whitfield, Fellow and Tutor of St. John's College, was instituted. Austen-Leigh suggests that, to judge from the registers, he took his clerical duties lightly, as during the seven to eight years of his incumbency he seems to have officiated at but three marriages, four baptisms and eight funerals, Mr. Jones, who was curate from 1813-35, being the chief worker. For some years Mr. Jones kept a school for boys at an old house near the church, evidently that which had been the rectory in early days. He received £50 a year as curate. He married in 1823 Mary Anne Hull, daughter of Mrs. Hull, who was a daughter of William Perry. Mr. and Mrs. Jones lived for many years in Winterbourne Park, which Mrs. Jones had inherited. Mr. Whitfield built the present rectory, he planted the two orchards, and most of the trees and shrubs. Some of the trees were large when planted, and were brought in carts from the "Ridings" and other parts of the glebe. He was a great gardener and also a "pig fancier," and is said to have owned a large property in London. He used to entertain his old parishioners to tea on the lawn of the old rectory, and on one occasion, when his guests were outstaying their welcome, he directed his gardener to get the large wheeled syringe, and from the other side of a low building to squirt water over the roof so that it might fall on the table.

A Parish Survey.
A Survey of the parish was made in his time, and a commutation of most of the tithes was effected. In 1832 he made a return of the income of the living as follows:  "composition from Tithes, £1,030. Tithes in kind, £10, 80 acres of glebe £160, Surplice Fees £7. He was buried in the chancel on February 22nd, 1834, aged 69.
	April 19th, 1834. John Crosby Clark, B.D., Fellow of St. John's was instituted. He resigned on November 13th of the same year, and returned to Oxford before his fellowship had lapsed.
	January 10th, 1835. William Birkett Allen, D.C.L., Fellow of St. John's, was instituted. Austen-Leigh, quoting the reminiscences of the older inhabitants, says that he was a very active clergyman, and a good man of business. He was Rural Dean, and a prominent member of the Bristol Church Union (a forerunner of the English Church Union). He was President one year of the Gloucestershire Society, and another year of the Dolphin Society. The parish of Frenchay had been recently formed, and the separate district of Winterbourne Down was formed during his time. The
great reconstruction of the church took place in 1843.
	Just after Allen had taken his degree, his father, who is said to have been Agent of a large property in Hampshire, died, and he was invited to succeed him on condition of giving a home to his mother and sisters, and he carried on his duties with great success. He later took orders. and was shortly presented to the living of Winterbourne. He died November 20th, 1862, and was buried in the churchyard.
	May 9th, 1863. Frank Burges, B.D., who held the "Bristol Fellowship" of St. John's College. and who was a member of the well known family of the name, was instituted. He married Georgina Eliza, daughter of the Rev. William Squire Mirehouse, of Hambrook Grove. He was a keen politician in the Liberal interest, and was elected several times on the Board of Guardians, in which he took a prominent part. He constantly visited the patients in the hospital during a bad smallpox epidemic. Very shortly before his death he was carried, when very ill, into the schoolroom, where the polling was taking place, and as each of his supporters came in to record his vote he said, "here is another good fellow voting for old Frank." He died on July 17th, 1875, aged 62, and was buried in the churchyard.
	Arthur Henry Austen~Leigh, B.D., was instituted November 29th, 1875. He was of Balliol College, Oxford, and was elected to a "founder's kin fellowship" at St. John's College. He was curate of Christ Church, Marylebone, 1864-7, and of Bray, Berks. (of which his father was vicar), 1867-74, He resigned the rectory of Winterbourne in 1890, to become vicar of Wargrave, Berks.
	Alfred Thomas Scrope Goodrick, M.A., fellow and tutor of St. John's College, Oxford, was ordained in 1881. He was instituted to the rectory of Winterbourne on September 28th, 1890. He died in June, 1914, and was buried at Winterbourne.

Charles James Burrough, M.A., St. John's College, Oxford, was instituted on February 13th, 1915. He was curate of Alfreton, Derbyshire, 1895-7, of St. Peter, Wolverhampton, 1898-1902, of St. Philip and St. James, Oxford, 1902-8, and vicar of Summertown, Oxford, 1908-14. He was Rural Dean of Almondsbury and Hon. Canon of Bristol Cathedral. He died on December 2nd, 1931, and was buried at Winterbourne.
Archibald Hankey Sewell, M.A., St. John's College, Oxford, was instituted on April 18th, 1932. He was curate of St. Mary, Ealing, 1897-1900, of St. Paul, Clifton, 1900-11, vicar of Bishopston, 1911-17, Diocesan Missioner, 1919-32, and is an Hon. Canon of Bristol Cathedral.

PARISH CLERKS.
	Mr. Austen-Leigh left the following list of Parish Clerks:
1.--John Merrick. Died 1769.
2.--Webb.
3.--John Webb, son of Nehemiah Webb, who died in 1789, aged 74.
4.--Jeremiah Webb, a Shoemaker.
5.--Mark Harcombe, a Hatter, who died 1820.
6.--Robert Harcombe, who died 1830.
7.--James Harcombe, a Carpenter.
8.--John Webb, Gardener at the Rectory, who went to London and was Sexton of a church near Queen's Gate Gardens.
9.--George Webb, a Cooper, appointed 1852. His wife 	kept a school in the parish.
10.--William Morgan, a Carpenter.
11.--William Turner, a servant at the Rectory.
12.--George Tanner, a Hatter.

TITHE COMMUTATION.
The Tithe Commutation Act of 1836 provided for the commutation of tithes in England and Wales into a money payment or rent charge. This principle had already been adopted, before 1832, in regard to most of the tithes in this parish, by voluntary agreement. An award of Rent Charge in lieu of tithes was on November 16th, 1842, confirmed by the Tithe Commissioners. Charles Pym, Assistant Tithe Commissioner, awarded "to the rector of the parish of Winterbourne for the time being the annual sum of £845 in lieu of all tithes arising from all lands within the said parish which are subject to the render of tithes." The first Schedule to the Award gives the total of all lands on which tithes were due as 2710 acres; viz., 1422 acres arable, 1258 meadow and pasture, and 30 common. The second Schedule gives 80 acres of Glebe, of which the rector for the time being is owner (nearly all the Glebe has now been disposed of, the purchase money being invested for the benefit of the living). The annual payment varied from year to year according to the average price of corn during the past seven years, but it is now stabilised. When the Ecclesiastical parish of Frenchay was formed, Tithe Rent Charge, commuted at £153, was taken from Winterbourne rectory and transferred to Frenchay. The Tithe barns which were in use when the tithes were paid in kind were the large one within the rectory grounds, and the smaller one near the Hambrook Mission Room.

FIRST FRUITS AND TENTHS.
It is not clear how and when the Popes first came to have the first fruits (the proceeds of English benefices for the first year of each Incumbency), and the tenths in each subsequent year. The reign of King John seems to be the most probable time. In 1252-5 Pope Innocent IV granted the tenths to Henry III for three years towards the expenses of a Crusade, and in 1288 Pope Nicholas IV gave the tenths to Edward I for six years. also for a Crusade. In 1291 the value of the first fruits of Winterbourne rectory was assessed at £20 13s. 4d., and this valuation remained in force (notwithstanding the increase in the value of the living) until a new "Taxatio Ecclesiastica" was made by order of Henry VIII, who claimed the payments in 1535. The first fruits were then assessed at £27 7s. 6d. for Winterbourne, the tenths being £2 14s. 9d. By an Act passed in 1704 these revenues were set aside, with the consent of Queen Anne, to form a perpetual fund for the augmentation of poor livings. By the "First Fruits and Tenths Measure" of 1926 these payments have been extinguished with a few exceptions. The surplus income from capital held by the Governors of Queen Anne's Bounty is distributed in grants towards the relief of dilapidation assessments on benefices not exceeding £300 in net annual value. The Governors have now important duties in connection with ecclesiastical tithe rent charge, and other matters (see Whitaker's Almanack, "Queen Anne's Bounty ").

THE CHANTRY CHAPEL OF ST. MICHAEL.
On January 12th, 1352, licence was granted to Thomas de Bradeston for the alienation in mortmain of six messuages, various portions of land in the parish, and 100's of rent "to a warden of the chantry newly made by him at the altar of St. Michael in the church of St. Mary, Winterbourne, and two other chaplains to celebrate divine services daily for his good estate, for his soul when he is dead, and for the souls of his ancestors" (Cal. Pat. Rolls). There is no subsequent reference to more than one priest at a time. Between 1369-1434 six appointments are recorded.
Some time between 1504-15, William Browne, chaplain of the chantry, appeals to the Archbishop against one Anthony Bradeston…
"who of his wilful froward and malicious mynde that he beres to your said Oratour hath not only of his great power taken from your said Oratour a great parte of the said landes the tenements and the other profites and revenues growing from the same but also threateneth and manasseth the tenants that they dare not oceupie their tenements and holdings. And also the said Anthony threateneth your said Oratour yn such manner that he dare not for fear of his life resort to the said Chauntry there to serve God according to the foundation of the same Chauntry" (P.R.O. Early Chancery Proceedings).
He goes on to complain that Anthony had taken "diverse and many Chartours and muniments which of right belong to him" and begs the Archbishop to grant a writ of subpoena to be directed against the said Anthony commanding him to appear before the king in his chancery at a certain day. The result of the petition is not recorded.
Sir John Rastall (this title was commonly given to the clergy at this time) was a canon in the Abbey of St. Augustine, Bristol, and was granted a pension of £3 13s. 4d. on its dissolution in 1539. Anthony Bradeston presented him to the chantry of St. Michael, and one Richard Habynton (or Abynton), who also claimed the patronage, presented Sir Richard Edwards. On December 23rd and 24th, 1540, the two priests appeared before Dr. Thomas Bagard, vicar general, in the great hall of the bishop's manor at Alvechurch, each exhibiting his presentation, and praying admission, institution and induction into the same. The Vicar General decided "to deliberate of the said petitions when the truth of the matter as between the aforesaid parties should fully appear to him" (W.D.R. Bell. 167).
It seems that the parish was at this time without a rector, and that Rastall assumed the duties. Sir John Compton appears as rector after Easter in 1541, and "Office was promoted by him against Rastall, pretensed curate there." Position and articles were ministered to Rastall by Dr. Bagard:
1.--That acting as priest of the parish church, when in fact he was not, he preached to the people there without sufficient licence;
2.--Great exception was taken to certain points in his preaching;
3.--That he, acting thus as parish priest, negligently omitted to celebrate the divine offices and other solemn ceremonies on the holy day of Good Friday last;
4.--That he was and is a common player of dice and other the like unlawful games.
On May 5th and 6th, 1541, the depositions of witnesses sworn and examined before Dr. Bagard were taken at the Collegiate church at Westbury, and at the church of the Holy Trinity, Bristol. The evidence was very lengthy, and all confirmed the charges brought against Rastall. John Wygen, of Bristol, certified that he had played at dice in the house of one James Cook, and that one Barnes so playing with him lost his velvet coat. Sir Nicholas Corbet, priest, had known him when they were both canons in the monastery of St. Augustine now dissolved, and said that "he gote at dice and cardes of dyverse men in his chambre at the monastery" various sums of money.
From "Early Chancery Proceedings" it appears that Rastall prays for a writ of Subpoena against the Bishop, the Vicar General, Richard Habynton, and Richard Edwards. He complains that the Vicar General had "contrary to his own decree and contrary to right and good conscience" instituted Richard Edwards to the chantry, who had and yet hath possession thereof.
Dr. Bagard, in a letter to the Bishop, maintains that he had evidence that Habynton lawfully held the advowson of the chantry, and that under any circumstances Rastall ought not to be admitted "as he came unto the same by symonie, as hit shal be dulye proved."
The conclusion of the dispute was that on May 25th, 1542, John Rastall, clerk, was instituted by the Bishop of Gloucester to the wardenage of Winterbourne. He did not long enjoy his office. In 1544, Paul, Bishop of Bristol, prays "for the imprisonment by the secular power of John Rastall, Chantry Priest, who remains excommunicate for 40 days or more after being denounced as so excommunicate in his parish church." The sentence of greater excommunication was pronounced in respect of his contumacy, and manifold offences, and pernicious example.
In 1547 an Act was passed vesting in the reigning king the whole of the chantries and other like foundations which Henry VIII had left untouched. On April 20th of that year John Rastall surrendered to King Edward VI his chantry, with all and singular the possessions enjoyed and held by him as guardian or incumbent of the said chantry, to hold to the king and his successors for ever (P.R.O. Chantry Certs.). The Crown disposed of the various properties in exchange for fee-farm rents, the total value of which was £14 18s. 2d.

Q.E.H.
In 1649 the Corporation of Bristol, who as Trustees of the Queen Ellzabeth's Hospital held some of the property, purchased the fee-farm rents on it, amounting to £6 2s. 2d. At a later period the Trustees purchased the remaining fee-farm rents of £8 16s. 0d., and thus occupied the position of the Crown. Thereafter they would collect this sum from the other free-holders, but so far as the £6 2s. 2d. was concerned, the rent was extinguished. Most of the first-named rents have been redeemed, but three still continue to be paid, 6s. 8d. on a house and land at Watley's End, £1 6s. 8d. on Winterbourne Lodge, and 1 3s. 8d. on the Frenchay Iron Mill (now the Flock Mill); a link between 1352 when the chantry was founded and the present time.


