Copy of an Article Published in the British Friend 31st August 1844.

EXCURSION TO MASSACRE BAY, NEW ZEALAND.
Although the painful interest excited by the intelligence inserted in our columns some months ago, respecting the fatal conflict in the Wairou District, near Cloudy Bay, New Zealand, may now be considered to have very much subsided, yet we are aware that many Friends feel inter​ested in the condition of the Aborigines in that country; and we therefore have satisfaction in laying before our readers, the following extract of a letter from one of the New Zealand Com​pany's Surveyors, addressed to his uncle in this country, and dated Nelson, November 13, 1843.

It may be proper to state, that the writer narrowly escaped the fate of his companions on the occasion above referred to. Although not a member of our Society, he is opposed to war, and to the defensive as well as offensive use of arms. He disapproved of the proceedings which led to the affecting issue at the Wairou - his presence there, however, and still more that of our lamented friend, Sylvanus Cotterell, was certainly incon​sistent as peace men; yet when we consider that no conflict was expected, and that as servants of the Company, they would be influenced to sup​port their claims, it is easier to imagine, than to approve of, their being betrayed as they were, into the false step of accompanying an armed force. The melancholy lesson, it is to be hoped, may not be lost on survivors of our profession in that and other colonies:​

"I have recently returned ,from an excursion to our districts in Massacre Bay, where I was anxious to proceed, both to inspect the progress of the surveys, and also to renew a friendly intercourse with the na​tives, who have kept in a state of }ouch excitement and distrust since the lamentable conflict and murder at the Wairou; their fears excited by the artful repre​sentations of the emissaries of Rauperaha, as well as by exaggerated representations of our warlike prepar​ations here. My visit was very opportune and con​ciliatory; for the sound of our cannon, which on being mounted in the new fortress had been frequently fired for practice, had increased their alarm, and led them to conclude that war was declared. I landed armed with flour and sugar, having left my fowling-piece at Nelson, and allowing none to be taken by any of my party. Ireno and his people welcomed me cordially. They looked on with evident anxiety whilst the things were carried out of the boat, no doubt anticipating that this time I had come armed, and probably with a case of arms for the survey men, then some miles inland. Their quickly renewed and accustomed cheerfulness assured me, as I also watched them with no less in​terest for an indication of their true sentiments, that this act of confidence on my part was completely successful. I staid that night at their village, occupying a house some time ago built by a ship-carpenter, no I longer residing there; two of my boatmen (whalers) spoke the Maori language tolerably well, and with their aid, my numerous visitors that evening sustained the high enjoyment of a Kerero to a late hour; and though some of the audience (not of this village) were of the suspicious sort, they were, I believe, all gratified. The following day I walked to Mr. Budge's survey station, -about 6 miles inland - remained there four days, and then returned to the Pa, accompanied by Mr. Budge, who deposits there, in the care of the chief Ireno, the bulk of his provisions and other-stores. We had a large party in the evening. Mr. Budge and F. Moline preferred sleeping in Ireno's warrie for greater warmth, and the boatmen in another for the same reason, leaving me the entire occupation of the European house, with a good fine-place and fire, and a bed-room partitioned off; in it a plank bedstead. Heavy rains are frequent here, from proximity to the north-west coast, and having been wet through almost daily, it was a great comfort to be well-housed at night, Next morning Ireno took me to see a fine pig and a large pile of potato baskets, twenty-five heavy ones, which he had provided for me, and requested I would tell my men to kill and dress the pig. that we might have fresh meat. When this was done I sent them a liberal portion of it (which he would hardly allow of), that they might all feast also - for except on some such occasions they rarely taste meat, although they like it, reserving their pigs for trade with the Europeans; very sweet tea (sugar and water would do), and bread is as great a treat to them, with their simple habits of living, as turtle soup and venison would be to us; one of my boatmen was formerly a baker, and having now fresh lard in abundance, we had no stint of good damper and pork chops fried, with lots of capital mild onions, and pork pies also At low water, crossed the mouth of the river, carried by Ireno, who accom​panied us to another Pa, about 4 or 5 miles distant. The natives were all absent planting potatoes, at some little distance in the bush; at length one of them appeared, having heard our call, and summoned tine others for the Korero, in which I endeavoured to explain to them that Mr. Budge world proceed by my directions with the survey of that land, and that their cultivations, and such land as they would lilts to ex​tend their cultivation on, I should select as native re​serves; but that I must ascertain the quantity and position of it, cautioning them not to interrupt him in the execution of the survey, from which he had been deterred hitherto by their opposition. They received the information and advice with attention, and did not express any intention of further opposition, but strongly claimed more retu, protesting, as they always do, that they do not want the reserves, but will quit the land when it is paid for; but I am convinced that if the de​mand was satisfied, they would stay where they are, and under some pretext, after a little while, urge a fresh claim for further compensation. This is a trait in their character; but it is also to be attributed to the wholesale purchase of their lands having been made in a very vague way, and without adequate payment. These natives are of the Church Mission - Ireno and his people are of the Wesleyan - the former are taught by their instructors in Christianity to regard the latter with contempt, as not being Christians; and the Wes​leyan missionaries having been stimulated to greater exertions in fear of Episcopal ascendancy, the Church missionaries, elated by the arrival of a resident bishop, endeavour in the most arrogant manner to suppress them, denying the validity of Wesleyan baptism, and endeavouring to rebaptize these members of the Wes​leyan Mission, regarding it as a more difficult but necessary work to convert them from the heresy which they have adopted, than from the heathenism or ignor​ance of their original state; so that the poor deluded natives instead of being reclaimed from the natural bondage of hatred and of strife (to which they have been so prone) by the peaceful spirit of Christianity, are likely to cherish their worst passions, and to regard the very exhibition of them as a proof of Christian zeal for their sect. The Church missionaries have created for themselves an awful accountability, in having thus frustrated the probable effects of a gospel ministry. It may appear partial in me to impute all the blame to them; but you well know the subserviency of the Wesleyan ministers, - their deference and re​spect for the Episcopal church, and that they will en​dure without much murmuring, almost any amount of contumely from that quarter. Would that I could consistently impute such bearing to a spirit of meek​ness, rather than to a secret sympathy with the dark power of priestcraft. How exactly are your fears being verified – ‘that the natives would be in danger oil ado ting the Church of England, instead of the Church of Christ!’

Detained one day at the Aorere, by the weather, the next I left for the Motupippi (our coal field), accom​panied by Ireno, who was glad of the opportunity of visiting Nelson. I took with me a few baskets of the potatoes which he had provided for me, and advised him to desire his brother to follow us with a large canoe laden with potatoes, which were then in demand at the Nelson market. I must not omit to mention another instance of generous feeling on the part of my host, Ireno. I had with me two bags of flourr, each two cwt., and two bags of sugar, each one half cwt. On giving him one of each, he was anxious to know what I purposed doing with the others - whether they were for Mr. Budge, in whose store I had deposited them.They were really intended for another chief (Oupere) at the Tokaka; but I evaded relying to the question, imagining I might be annoyed by the importunity of others in the more immediate vicinity, on which he informed me that the Pakehas at the Motupippi had had but Maori food for some time, and were much in want of flour. Three working men, who have families, reside at the Motupippi, and work either at the coal, lime, or timber trade, as they can get an order. Trade is very slack, and they often are a little straitened, but the natives (who are everywhere kind to the Europeans, and desirous of inducing them to live amongst them as long as they  are few in num​ber) often supply them with potatoes and fish, and allow them to hunt pigs in the forest. Hearing this, I told Ireno for whom I reserved the flour and sugar, and notwithstanding that the Oupere was his friend and superior, he still pressed the claim of the Pakehas, on which I told him I would divide it and give them half. I did not fail, on arriving at the Motupippi, to tell our people to whom they were indebted for the timely supply of flour, and Ireno was not a. little gratified with his popularity on its being made known, although neither his modesty nor his ideas of propriety would, I believe, have allowed him to disclose his in​terference in the matter, lest it should detract from my merit and importance  as a white chief. The ship carpenter, who formerly resided and built a schooner at Aorere, is now at the Motupippi, and, in concert with two or three others, has just completed :another, with which they purpose carrying coals and lime to Wellington and
Nelson. The following day I walked to the Takaka, and en a large potato cultivation on the opposite bank of the river to the survey station house, I found Oupere and the other natives. This chief is one who accompanied Eiou and Ekawa along​side the Rory O’More an my first excursion to Mas​sacre Bay, after I had laden the schooner with coal and limestone. Although much older than the others, he survives them, the other two,  with seven others, having been drowned on this shore, their canoe being swamped in a heavy surf since the Wairou affair. It is not pleasant to regard the sudden death of one's fellow-creatures as a matter of congratulation, yet whilst I both regret and respect in their fate the loss to their people of two heroes, I cannot but feel that this casualty has probably prevented the breaking out of war. I fear Ekawa would have been eager to wipe out the indignity which his manhood had sustained in being arrested and fined by our late police magistrate and agent, the success of which first attempt on the part of our magistrates to uphold the authority of the British law, led through the ridiculous elation of our capricious police magistrate to the unwarrantable, ill planned, and worse executed interference with the natives at the Wairou, which has made us so contemp​tible in their estimation, that future and further con​flict, independent of any question of right as to the possession of the land, or of allegiance as subjects of the crown to the authority of the laws, must inevitably ensue out of mere irritation of feeling. However desirous the government may be to judge leniently of vio​lence committed by the natives in asserting their rights, there are some ready, for the sake of vengeance and obliteration of the memory of a mortifying defeat, to plunge the community into a, state of warfare as soon as they shall see a sufficient force at hand. I found the natives at the Takaka much dejected; they had heard the discharge of the cannon at Nelson, just after the surveyors had left, recalled by me (their engagement with the Company having expired), and they believed that we were already fighting; and hearing of the arrival of the frigate, they in their turn feared our power, and were on the point of going back into the bush for concealment. I had a good interpreter here in an American mulatto, who lives with a daughter of Ranghiaiata, and speaks the language fluently. As soon as their fears were dispelled on. this head, they immediately resumed all their natural tenacity and jealousy, and received without any expression of plea​sure my offer of a present of flour and sugar to Oupere: After awhile,  they inquired who it was from ? what it was for ? And when I told them it was a gratuitous act of my friendship for them, they grunted an accept​ance, but intimated that they would not take it as a purchase for the land. Next they entered on the cir​cumstances of the Wairou conflict, requesting me to inform them how it took place, and especially who fired first; and when I had replied at some length, they remarked that my statement was the same as the Maories had made to them - that my speech was good, and that they believed me, and were glad that I had come to them, as they now knew what really had been done, and was likely to be; but that the Pakakas, and also wicked and quarrelsome Maories, had told them many lies, to make mischief. I advised them not to be moved by rumours, to judge of us by our acts, and to be peaceable and patient. I informed them I should spend some days in the bush, as they call the forest, (getting the name from the Australian runaways,) inspecting the survey, and invited some of the young ones to accompany me, and try to catch some pigs, but they, though very desirous of capturing the pigs, were indisposed to such exertion, urging that I walked too much - too much for the Maories! The valley of the Takaka is a very fine district. I have had it sur​veyed about nine miles inland, and obtained, I should think, twice as much land as the Hutt district at Wellington affords, and quite equal to it in quality; altogether I expect to offer for distribution on the shores of Massacre Bay about 300 sections, of 150 acres each. As I have mentioned in a former letter, there are not more than 100 natives resident, and it is the only dis​trict in which rural sections are surveyed where any natives reside, (although they occasionally frequent the Wairou,) so that I can secure to them in the choice of native reserves, all the land which they would most value for occupation.
Having completed my inspection of the survey, I returned to Nelson, sleeping one night by the way on the beach. I took Ireno to my house, and gave him a suit of clothes and clean shirt, and invited him to stay with me; but he could not feel at home, and pre​ferred sleeping at one of the houses erected for the accommodation of natives coming to the market, where he found many acquaintances, and had long talks. Occasionally he would come and eat with me, but always afraid of intruding, unlike his race, whom you can scarcely shake off, or keep out of your houses. Having given such a picture of this native, I must state that he is unique, and in regard to generosity , he gave at the Aorere more than all the gifts which l had ever received from all other Maories would amount to. They consider it a privilege of a chief to ask for anything thing that he fancies. I have indulged them liberally, have rarely asked for anything in return, and more rarely with success. In integrity of character, Ireno is equally singular and conspicuous. As an individual chief he accepted from Captain Wakefield the same amount of presents in acknowledgment of the New Zealand Company's purchase, as was given to each of the twenty or thirty other chiefs at the different Pas, and yet he not only does not raise any fresh claim, or assert that he has not sold it, and threaten our people if they should occupy, but he says to this day, this is Wide-a-wake’s  (Captain Wakefield, I sold it, speak​ing of the Aorere, a district of eighty rural sections; and be wishes for us to go there and live on the lands. He says that they (the Maories have been fighting amongst themselves for ever, and will continue to do so as long as any exist,   unless we come among them and prevent it. I have characterised Captain Wakefield as a diplomatist readily governed by considerations of expediency. There never was a more signal instance of the impolicy of deviating from a plain straightforward course of action, than in his negotiations with the natives on our first arrival. He was determined to maintain the validity of the wholesale purchase, defined by degrees of latitude made by his brother, Colonel Wakefield, from Rauperaha; and the natives, hurt at this alienation of their property by their dreadful chief, Rauperaha, would not consent to accept it on the conditions, and they persisted for hours in their refusal; but the enumeration of articles to be presented was too seductive, and they gave in and accepted them on his conditions. Not one of them at the Motuaka but now declares that the land is not sold, and that they will drive us off from it or be killed unless they are paid again. Captain Wakefield, for the same amount of presents, might have made the purchase from each freeman, and by his own act have obtained what the Government would recognized as a valid title, and what they could never, with the approbation of any just man have undone - he would have gratified their pride by recognising their right, instead of wounding it deeply by acting on the doubtful and despotic authority of Rauperaha. The residents being few, the purchase might, have been effected of the individuals for about the value of the presents actually given, or half as much more. I have selected native reserves in this settlement, and have done them justice. The only district of suburb sections in which there were resident natives was the Motuaka; hence I was able to secure them all the land to which I thought they were most attached, making a special survey of all that they had ever cultivated (not fifty acres). Out of the 100 native reserves, there are at least forty acre 50 sections (one to a man if they would each take one) of unexceptionable quality; and what have they done? As soon as a, white man came there and established himself on the other side of the river, they became unsettled and jealous, abandoned their former favourite clearings, and all went to work clearing where they heard our people intended to be. I have furnished them with a plan o£ the survey, their sections coloured, the others blank, but they will not attend to it. Some of them, by their own ancient division, have no claim of their own to the land included in the native reserves, and none of them have any inclination or intention to he guided by anything but their own will in the occupation of land. They would sell us a permission to occupy, but they would threaten to turn us off on any caprice, and levy tribute or black mail for ever unless resisted. I am anxious that thou shouldst remark with what animus the seeds of a fearful strife are engendered. However injurious civilization and colonization might be to the natives in populous districts it is not so here; they have derive an accession of comforts and absolute wealth hitherto from our residence here. It is unjust to overlook the value of native reserves, which system it was intended should participate for ever in the original and increased value of the lands.
I leave to-morrow for Pelerus, to explore for a short route to the Wairou, which we hope to obtain possession of when the new Governor arrives. Our cultivators' crops are again a failure, we were to have been the granary of Australia."
