A transcription of an Obituary Notice  written by Francis Fox Tuckett regarding the death of his uncle Frederick Tuckett and sent, in 1887, to Dr Hocken in New Zealand, now part of the Tuckett Papers in the Hocken Library Dunedin, Otago, South Island, New Zealand.----
Brief notice of the late Frederick Tuckett at one time (1841-47) principle Surveyor & Civil Engineer under the New Zealand Company in the Settlement of Nelson, New Zealand by his nephew F.F. Tuckett.
Frederick Tuckett, 5th and youngest son of Philip Debell and Elizabeth Tuckett, member of the Society of Friends, was born on the 27th of August, 1807 at the village of Frenchay, situated in the County of Gloucester at a distance of 5 miles to the N.E. of Bristol.
He secured the greater part of his education at a school in the adjoining village of Fishponds, kept for many years by a Friend of the name of Joel Lean, which enjoyed a high reputation and where he was associated with many who have since occupied honourable positions in society.
In 1824, at the age of 17, he was apprenticed by his parents to Arthur Clothier a tanner carrying on business at Street nr Glastonbury in Somersetshire, with whom he remained, I believe, till he attained his majority in 1828 and possibly longer. He appears, however, to have felt no inclination to pursue the trade, for in 1829 he started for the United States and during that and the two following years, travelled, often on foot or horseback over a large extent of country in the eastern United States and often thro' districts which at that time were but scantily inhabited and were still the resort of wild animals and somewhat lawless men. Of these wanderings he kept a minute and careful journal which came into my possession as his executor, and could I think possess special interest for those residing in regions which have undergone as rapid and wonderful a transformation.
Of his mode of life & place of residence after his return to this country - I believe in 1831 - I am unable to find any record until he appears as studying civil engineering under Mr. Charles Lean C.E. at Corsham in Wiltshire and subsequently as entrusted by Brunei with the oversight of the construction of a section of the Gt. Western Railway in the neighbourhood of Wooten Basset, a small town in Wiltshire about 6 miles from Swindon.
Whether, or how soon, it may have been after the conclusion of this engagement I cannot say, but in April 1841 he received from the New Zealand Company a deed of appointment as their "principle Surveyor and Civil Engineer in the intended Settlement of Nelson", and accordingly set sail for New Zealand where he remained in their service for the next 6 years, withdrawing from it and returning to this country in 1847.
I was a mere child at the time but I remember that on many points connected with the policy of the Company, & especially in relation to the rights of the aborigines, my uncle's letters showed that he felt very little sympathy, and after his return home, he devoted much time and energy to bring his views before the Directors & the Public.
Establishing himself in London he henceforth took a lively interest in a variety of philanthropic, religious & other objects, amongst which may be especially mentioned Missionary enterprises, the labours of the Peace, Anti Slavery, and Aborigines Protection Societies, Temperance, Emigration, & Geographical Research, besides devoting a good deal of time & money to aiding established or intending emigrants. For New Zealand, where he had taken at Nelson an active part and liberally aided in the early beginnings of an educational movement, he continued a full and lively interest and solicitude, maintaining a prolonged and voluminous correspondence with many valued friends in that colony.
Journeys to America & the West Indies, as well as to Spain and other countries of the Continent were successively taken and with almost all he seems to have associated some special benevolent or religious object, and to have sought not merely his own pleasure or health but the good of his fellow creatures. With means more than adequate for his own very moderate and self denying personal expenditure he liberally aided those who lacked, & from such, whether relative or not, his generous and repeated help was never withheld, though he was judiciously discriminating in his gifts and always sought to aid others to help themselves permanently rather than merely temporarily to tide over some difficulty or embarrassment.
As the years went by the tall, powerful, & specially erect figure became somewhat bowed, and he increasingly shrunk from ordinary normal intercourse, but, spite of trials and discouragement's, his truly Christian character was maintained and deepened by a constant and reverent study of the Bible, &, when a telegram suddenly announced that after some few days of illness, apparently the result of a somewhat neglected cold he had passed away to his rest on the 16th of April 1876, none who knew him could doubt that the summons had not found him unprepared, but that with him all was well. He never married and survived all but one of his brothers, who is still alive.
Frenchay nr Bristol. Oct. 1887.
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