Frenchay Parish Magazine. January 1923.

To all our Subscribers, Parishioners, and Friends, we wish A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR. Yes, to all, even to those for whom the bygone year saw the greatest treasure of their hitherto life removed, for, as a cheerful Christian writes, the greater the loss to-day the greater yesterday's blessing for which to thank God: "Yea, a joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful." A Happy New Year! We congratulate ourselves on being able to utter our annual salutation anew more promptly than in the last three years owing to the decision to publish the Parish Magazine once again every month, and that, as will hereby appear, with a considerable increase of matter, for it will embrace the Diocesan Gazette, though the present high cost of printing forces upon us the curtailment of our "parochial chit-chat"; the price, however, will only be twopence per copy.
	The Rector begs to be allowed to use this means of publicly conveying to the parishioners generally his heartfelt gratitude alike for their patience and forbearance through the long months during which his parochial activity was hampered by sickness in the home, and for their tender condolence with him in the great loss in which that sickness resulted. The touching letter of sympathy in his grief, and the beautiful floral tribute of esteem for his dear wife, sent by the Parochial Church Council, were sources of real consolation and support under his affliction, and a call for thanks-giving that, though for him this life's chiefest joy has been translated, the world is still wondrously full of charity and good-will. Nor even thus would the parishioners suffer their kindness to exhaust itself, for the Rector has yet further to thank them for a magnificent present of money which enabled him to go away for a long and complete change of scene, to provide for the service of the Church in his absence, and to quietly rest freed from that distressing financial anxiety which too often accompanies and accentuates the Sorrow of long illness and bereavement. Again from the bottom of his heart he would say "Thank God and you all!"
	We are sure that it will be with a real sense of loss that most of our readers will learn that Miss Crouch has, through illness and prolonged loss of voice, felt obliged to resign the post of Infants' Mistress which she has held with marked ability for twenty-six years. At their last Meeting the School Managers in reluctantly accepting her resignation expressed their deep regret at her departure, and sympathy in her affliction, as well as sincere gratitude for her long, loyal, and most successful service.
	At a Meeting of the Parochial Church Council on December 4th, a small subcommittee was appointed to arrange for one or more Missionary Meetings in the Parish during the Winter; and also it was resolved, as a step towards the re-construction of our parochial system of Church Finance, the consideration of which had already been entrusted to another special Committee, that a suggestion should be made to the contributors to the Free-will Offering Scheme that they should merge their Fund in that of the Parochial Church Council.
	At a Meeting of the Free-will Offering Fund Committee held, through the hospitality of Dr. Elliott, at Cliff Court, on December 11th, the following grants were made:--S.P.G. and U.M.C.A. each £12 l0s, A.C.S. £5, Q.V.C.F., Clergy Pensions, S. Barnabas' Homes, and Mediterranean Seamen's Mission, each £2 10s. The Parochial Quota [£25] has already been paid to the Diocesan Fund.
	At the Annual General Meeting of the Subscribers which followed the suggestion of the Parochial Church Council mentioned above was unanimously rejected, especially in view of the painful fact that some members of the Council did not contribute to the Free-will Offering Fund; but the Meeting passed the following resolution: "That whenever at any service in Frenchay Church the whole of the sum collected is given to any Society helped by this Association the Association pledges itself to refund to the Parochial Church Council the average amount ordinarily collected at such service, and that such sum shall be deducted from the Association's contribution for that year to the Society in question."
	No alteration was made in the personnel of the Committee. The Treasurer was instructed to pay the half-yearly instalment of the Diocesan Quota for 1923 when due.
BURIALS.
December 2. George Lewis, Frenchay, died 28th November, 1922, aged 69.
December 9. Jael Clode, Frenchay, died 7th December, 1922, aged 84.


Frenchay Parish Magazine. February 1923.

As last Christmas Day fell on a Monday, and intending Communicants were sure of a quiet time of preparation throughout the day before, we followed the antient wont of the Church and held a Choral Celebration at midnight on Christmas Eve: "that night alone in all the year saw the stoled priest the chalice rear." Though several of our Choir had gone away from home for the holiday every member, old or young, who remained in the parish was present and, with the best member that he has, most reverently and feelingly led the musical sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Outwardly all was most solemn, beautiful, and touching: God grant that spiritually our unworthy offering mingled with the worship of the angelic choir, and that we received in that "House of Bread," not according to our poor efforts, but of His Love and Power--the Little Babe of Bethlehem, that Saviour Who is The Anointed Lord. At this Celebration there were more Communicants than at any later in the day: the total at all services being 112.
	Once again has the Committee which manages the Village Hall given a most delightful Christmas Party to all the children in the parish. The special features this year were a Punch and Judy Show, that most fascinating remnant of the old "Morality Plays," and a huge Christmas Tree, blossoming with many lights, and fruitful in gifts for each little guest. Who shall duly declare what our Parish owes to The Village Hall Committee? Compare the days before they undertook management with the present state of affairs. How seldom was the Hall then used, and what a drain its upkeep on the Church Fund! Now, the centre of social activity for the whole parish, "a going business concern," which, whatever that means, we hope will stay, because, after paying all expenses, it always seems to have something over to spend on improving the building, adding to its furniture, or nurturing the "good-will" of the parish, or peace amongst men, women, and children of good-will therein. There used to be a little hole in the bottom, now there is a wide opening at the top, of the Village Hall pocket.
	The Frenchay and Hambrook Club for women has now been running for four years. The numbers still keep up, 113 members being on the roll last quarter. Thirty-five weekly meetings have been held, including nine nights when gentlemen were invited, and five Whist Drives. As usual the Club Nights were suspended during June, July, and August. The members contributed a great many things to the Sale in aid of The Hambrook Hospital on May 3rd. The Christmas Party was held on January 2nd, nearly 200 members and guests were present. The programme opened with carols, followed by songs, recitations, violin solos, and two "sketches." Refreshments were handed round during an interval, and the rest of the evening was spent in games and dancing. A much felt want in the form of a music-stool was supplied by the Club, and presented to the Hall during the evening. Miss Crouch has been missed by everyone during the past months. Great regret was felt when the Club heard that she would be unable to serve again on the Committee this year. Very many thanks are due to Mrs. Nichols for her great help at the piano.
	On the afternoon of The Epiphany all parishioners over sixty years of age were invited to a Tea and Entertainment in the Village Hall as guests of our Church congregation, the collections on Christmas Day being set apart for this purpose. Thanks to the zeal of a small body of ladies who undertook to carry out this scheme, a good tea was prettily spread, to which rather more guests and hosts sat down than in the last two or three years. After this a mixed programme was given, the outstanding features of which were an excellently acted duologue, "Breaking it gently;" some good dancing by a little girl; a laughable sketch, "Waiting for the Bus," by a local company; and two capital "Jack Tar" songs, in costume and with hornpipe, by a member of the Women's Club.
	The well-nigh unbroken stream of Christmas and New Year Entertainment is still flowing apace. It is wonderful how ready to join in the Church's festivals are many who ignore the cause of her festivity; who allow, that to rejoice is as much a Gospel precept as to repent, but deny the reverse; who keep the feast but neglect the fast. February 14th is Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. "Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place and rest awhile." Special Services will be announced elsewhere in due season.
	We would bespeak a hearty welcome to this parish for Miss Hilda M. Spencer, for some time Assistant Teacher in a large Infants' Department in a School at Barnstaple. She comes to fill the place unhappily rendered vacant through Miss Crouch's deplored illness. Miss Spencer proposes to reside with her parents at Fishponds.
 BURIALS.
January 8. Grace Elizabeth Knapp, Fishponds, died 4th January, 1923, aged 25.
January 17. Samuel Tinklin, Moorend, died 12th January, 1923, aged 72.

The following are contributors to the Free-will Offering Fund--Mrs. Alston, Miss Attwell, Mrs. Baber, Mr. W. Bisdee, Rev. C. T. Burges, Mr. and Mrs. F. Carpenter, Miss Crouch, Mr. and Mrs. P. G. Davies, Mr. R. Davies, Mr. and Mrs. C. H. B. Elliott, Misses M. & N. Elliott, Mrs. & Miss Flux, Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Fidler, Miss A.M. Fidler, Mr. and Mrs. A. Ford, Miss Fox, Mrs. Gibbs, Miss Good, Misses E. A. & E. F. Good, Miss Hammond, Mr. and Miss Hewitt, Mr. and Mrs. G. Mann, Miss Pierce, Mr. and Mrs. Ricketts, Miss Robinson, Miss and Miss M. Sandy, Mr. and Mrs. Selkirk, Miss Stevens, Mrs. Tanner, Mrs. Tuckett, Mr. H. J. Wadlow, Miss A. Wells.

Frenchay Parish Magazine. March 1923.

During Lent there is a Celebration on Tuesday mornings at 8 o'clock as well as on Thursdays and Saints' Days. There is a Children's Service at 9 o'clock every Thursday morning. A special evening service, with address on "Life beyond the Grave," is held on Fridays at 8 o'clock; and there is service in the Hambrook Mission Room on Thursday evenings at 8. 15. As the very first day of next month is Easter Day it may be well here to announce that "The Three Hours" on Good Friday will be preached by the Rev. J. H. Gorst, of Bristol Grammar School, whose helpful ministration during the Rector's late absence should ensure a large and receptive congregation.
	In the Prayer Book at the end of the Communion Service, the Church lays down her Rule that "every parishioner shall communicate at least three times in the year, of which Easter is to be one." Our dear Saviour Himself says: "except ye eat the Flesh of the Son of Man and drink His Blood ye have no life in you," and His last command before He died was "Do this in remembrance of Me"; He also said "If ye love Me keep My commandments." So, then, if you never fulfil His dying behest you openly announce that you do not love Him from Whose Love you expect so much in the Day of Judgement. If you never receive the Cup which we bless, the Bread which we break, whereby we share in common His Flesh and Blood, you pronounce already sentence of spiritual death upon yourself. If you do not communicate at Easter and on at least two other occasions in the year, you despise the law of His Church and separate from your brethren.
	The Annual Parochial Meeting for the election of the Parochial Church Council must be held in Easter week or the week following. Only those on the Electoral Roll of the Parish are entitled to attend the meeting. Therefore all persons qualified who are not already on the Roll should at once fill up one of the Forms of Declaration, of which a supply will be found at the west end of the Church, and place it in the box there provided for that purpose. The Roll is now under revision, but must be finally Closed a fortnight before the Annual Meeting. The qualifications are (1) to have been baptized, (2) to be at least 18 years of age, (3) to be a member of the Church of England and not of any religious body out of communion with the same, and (4) either to be a parishioner, or for at least a year to have been a regular member of the congregation.
	To be elected to the Parochial Church Council persons must be (a) on the Electoral Roll of the Parish, (b) above 21 years of age, (c) Communicant members of the Church of England, and (d) have previously consented to serve if elected. This condition also applies to Co-opted Members.
	It has been decided to build an additional ward and to make other minor alterations in the Hambrook Village Hospital, which will greatly add to its efficiency and convenience. The estimated cost is about £220, for defraying which a special fund is being raised. Many contributions have already been given, and a Fancy-dress Dance in the Village Hall, organised by a small and very energetic committee, resulted in the handsome sum of over £13 being taken; while the students of Fishponds Training College very kindly gave in the same place two performances of an excellent entertainment, the results of which we have not yet heard.

MARRIAGES.
February 7. Arthur Stanley Lodge, Ingleneuk, Downend and Amy Dorothy Davis, Frenchay.
February 2. Reginald Arthur Maggs, Cotham Villa, Bristol, and Nellie Blanche Sandy, The Firs, Hambrook.

BURIALS.
January 31. Rose Helen Anne Graham, 12 Caledonia Place, Clifton, died 27th Jan., 1923, aged 76.
February 10. Maria Fidler, Frenchay, died 6th Feb., 1923, aged 79.

FREE-WILL OFFERINGS.
	The names of Miss Brockwell and the Misses Guise were inadvertently omitted from the list of subscribers to the Free-will Offering Fund given last month.
	A balance of £1/12/1 left from the Christmas Day collection for the Old Folk's New Year's Tea has been added to the Sick and Needy Fund.
	The amount collected on Jan. 28th for the Lord Mayor's Hospital Fund was £3/9/2.
	By joint arrangement of the Parochial Church Council and the Freewill Offering Committee sermons will be preached in our Church on behalf of the S.P.G. on one of the Sundays after Easter; on July 29th for the Universities' Mission; and for the A.C.S. early in the autumn.
	The Hambrook Mission Hall has just undergone a most thorough doing-up from top to bottom: ceilings whitened, rafters stained, walls painted. In renewed youth and beauty it was just ready in time for the special Lenten week-day evening services.
	On the last day of January, in the Village Hall, our Sunday School children had their Christmas treat. Business began on this occasion with a capital tea (not a capital B), kindly arranged by the teachers, and then teachers and children alike were intensely amused for an hour and a half by a clever and humorous conjuror. Then came the prize-giving, when, after a few words from The Rector, each winner came up and received the reward at the hands of his own teacher. The following were the happy recipients: Frenchay boys, Class 1. Walter Fidler, Charles Woodley. Class 2. William Fox, Ivor Pederick. Class 3. Harold Curry, Donald Fox, Jack Fox, Gordon Land. Class 4. James Allen, Jack Sims, Walter Powell. Frenchay girls, Class 1. Doris Savage, Lilian Savage. Class 2. Beryl Heaven, Muriel Heaven. Class 3. Rosie Fidler, Denys Heaven. Hambrook infants, girls:
Marjorie Woodley, Nora Brunt; boys: Ernest Dumper, Gordon Alway. This brought the evening to an end, when, needless to say, there was an interchange of cheers and oranges between teachers and taught.
	We have been asked to reprint the list of those who have kindly undertaken the monthly renewal of the laurel wreath over the memorial tablet to our Fallen in the War. Jan. Mrs. Mauler, Feb. Miss Guise, March Mr. Hughes, April Mrs. Alston, May Mr. Wadlow, June Mrs. Tanner, July Mrs. Kilby, August Mrs. Paddock, Sept. Mrs. Criddle, Oct. The Rector, Nov. Mrs. Flux, Dec. Mrs. Gibbs.
	It will be good news to more than one car-less parishioner that Mr. Sidney Pullin, of Woolfactory Cottages, has started a taxi for hire. This will probably appeal to a larger local public than does the buildmg of motor Cycles, though that business and the cycle-repairing shop will be vigorously continued.

Frenchay Parish Magazine. April 1923.

THE POWER	OF THE RESURRECTION.
	As Good Friday comes round year after year, we are reminded that at the Cross of Jesus Christ Christians .fall into classes---those who are crucified with Christ, and those who by their sins are joining with the crucifiers. And on Easter morning the distinction is no less clear between those who are dead in trespasses and sins, and those who know the risen life in union with the Risen Lord. All alike have known the truth, have heard the story of Christ's life and death, and glorious resurrection from the dead; to some the, knowledge of it is as a mighty power transforming them daily into likeness with the Lord; to others it is nothing but a wonderful life, with much of beauty and poetry about it, and much which they would imitate if they could, and that is all. They know that Christ who died is risen. They know not "The Power of the Resurrection."
			AUBREY MOORE, Sometime Rector of Frenchay.
Our Schools will re-open after the Easter holidays on Monday, April 9th.
	A Mothers' Meeting for Hambrook is now held in the Mission Room on Wednesday afternoons, at half-past two. It has only been open for two. weeks, and already boasts, thirty members.
	The Sunday School held in the Hambrook Mission Room now meets. in the morning at half-past ten, as well as at a quarter to three in the afternoon.
	In the Village Hall there will be:-
On Easter Monday, a Cricket Club Whist Drive and Dance at 7.30 p.m., in aid of the fund for levelling the Common.
On Saturday, April 7th, a Fancy Dress Dance, in aid of the Hall Fund, from 8 to 11. Jim Walker's Orchestra will be in attendance.
On Friday, April 13th, a Children's Floral Dance, from 6 to 8 p.m.
On Monday, April 19th, the Annual Meeting of Parishioners to elect the new Committee of Management, at 8 p.m.

	In the Schools, on Monday, April 9th, at a quarter to eight, there will be held a VESTRY MEETING and A PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING, sitting together, to elect a People's Churchwarden; and directly it is over, and all who are not parochial electors have left the room, there will be held the ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING. Its business will be (1) to receive from the Parochial Church Council its Statement of Accounts for the last year; (2) also to receive from it the revised Parochial Church Electoral Roll; (3) jointly with the Rector to appoint Sidesmen; (4) to elect lay Parochial Representatives on the Ruri-decanal Conference; (5) to elect the new Parochial Church Council.
ALL WHO ARE ON THE ELECTORAL ROLL SHOULD CONSIDER IT THEIR DUTY·AS MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH TO ATTEND.
	A very bright little event--ceremony it must not be called, for absence of formality was its chief charm--took place in the Hambrook Mission Room on Sunday, March 4th. For many weeks before her marriage to Mr. R. A. Maggs, Miss Nellie Sandy had been unable, through illness, to take the Sunday School, which for several years past she has, with the greatest devotion and success, held in that building. On this afternoon, therefore, she was asked to come over from her new home in Clifton to take a farewell as teacher of her loved and loving children, and to instal her successor. Needless to say that these children and their parents secretly planned to seize this opportunity of giving her a little wedding present, and when she and her husband arrived in the middle of Sunday School, it was this design which accounted for the presence, not only of Mrs. Frank Carpenter, Miss Sandy's most kind understudy of late, and of divers parents and guardians, but also of a most mysterious brown paper parcel on the Teacher's table. This "surprise-packet", after a hearty welcome, the bride was asked to accept, and, with the children standing round, great fun was made over its unpacking, and every impossible guess made at its kernel. This at last proved to be a china-lined, silver-mounted oak biscuit-tub, which, apart from being handsome and useful in itself, was also received with very great gladness for the good-will and affection it declared. Both Mr. and Mrs. Maggs very warmly affirmed their thanks and delight, and, after a brief space for a little chat between each child and its late teacher, a hymn and prayer brought to the usual close this most unusual Sunday School meeting.
	That cricket is a game of skill the triumphs, on many a field, of Frenchay elevens have long testified; that cricket may be a game of chance the vagaries of out-fielding on the Frenchay pitch have oft in the past suggested. The outstanding parochial event of the last month has been the beginning of a long desired and much needed work, namely, the extension of the cricket ground and levelling of the western end of the Common. This will not only add immensely to our sporting amenities, but, in proportion to the financial support which the scheme receives, will afford employment to a larger or smaller number of those unfortunate fellow parishioners whom the present hard times have thrown out of work. Subscriptions should be sent to Mr. J. L. Selkirk, Grove House, Hambrook. The Cricket Club have arranged a Whist Drive and Dance in the Village Hall, at 7.30 p.m. on Easter Monday, in aid of the fund. We congratulate them on the happy arrangement with the Parish Council, which has rendered this improvement possible, and the parish on the prospect of stirred enthusiasm and developed ability. Alas! for every great gain some price must be paid. The old leaning poplar on the Common, which every gale whipped nearly double, and whose hollow trunk furnished a delightful fireplace for mischievous urchins; the poor old poplar, a quaint old friend if not a thing of beauty, who has always been going to fall, but times out of mind has survived storm, fire and decay, has fallen at last before the pop’lar movement of improvement's axe.
We have just heard from the Home Secretary (through the daily Press) that Summer Time, which is now fixed by Act of Parliament, will begin this year, at two o'clock, mean Greenwich time, on the morning of Sunday, April 22nd, the third Sunday after Easter, and will continue until two o'clock, GREENWICH MEAN TIME, on the morning of Sunday 16th September, the sixteenth Sunday after Trinity.

BURIAL.
On March 5th, Annie Rebecca Watkins, 34 High Street, Staple Hill, who died 1st March, 1923, aged 68.

In addressing the Lower House of Convocation, on February 9th, the Archbishop of Canterbury spoke of the awful sufferings of our fellow Christians in Asia Minor as one of the historic sorrows of the world. The whole story of post-war distress was, he said, a terrible chapter in European history. It had changed in character every year; now it has shifted to the Near East. There it was on the largest scale of any. There were already about a million and a quarter refugees who were starving, destitute, and carrying the seeds of disease with them. The Greek Government was doing what it could in the matter, but the task was too, big for it. The normal population of Greece was 5,000,000, into which this million and a quarter refugees had come. The League of Nations was doing what it could, but it was sadly crippled for lack of funds. The work he was most anxious should be supported was that under Colonel Procter, in Western Thrace, to make the refugees there self-supporting. The Greek Government was supplying land, seed, building materials and tools, and if only sufficient food could be guaranteed until July, it was, probable that the people would become independent after that date. The work was going on splendidly; it was the most hopeful undertaking of all. Subscriptions might be confidently sent to the All-British Appeal Fund, General Buildings, Aldwych, W.C.2, which deals with general destitution and to the British Red Cross Society, 35 Albemarle Street, W.I, which deals with medical relief and the prevention of epidemics.

Frenchay Parish Magazine. May 1923.

The exultant services of Easter Day were reverently rendered by goodly gatherings of glad worshippers. At the five celebrations, of which that at 8 was the choral there were 145 Communicants, but about 15 of this number were drawn from a body of Boy Scouts that visited us on that day.
	At the Annual Joint Session of the Vestry and the Parochial Church Meeting, held in the Schools on April 9th, Mr. J. L. Selkirk was re-elected People's Churchwarden, the Rector renewing the appointment of Dr. C. H. B. Elliott as his representative. Mr. Selkirk handed a cheque for £27 l0s, as an Easter offering from the parishioners, to the Rector, who most gratefully acknowledged their kindness and liberality; the latter being not only most welcome but most unexpected after their recent generous gift to him in his late bereavement. The Annual Church Meeting, for Parochial Church Electors only, was then held. At this the Statement of the Parochial Church Council's Accounts for the year 1922 was presented by the Treasurers. It was accepted with many thanks to them for the care and business acumen it revealed, and for the kind offices of the Auditors, who were asked to repeat the same at the end of the current year. The Balance Sheet is given in full below. The revised Parochial Church Roll was then presented by the Church Council; it contained the names of 289 Electors. The following Sidesmen were then appointed: Messrs. T. Hughes, A. Ford, W. Ricketts, F. Carpenter; and those retiring were thanked for their efficient and regular services. Miss G. V. Guise and Mr. H. J. Wadlow were. chosen to represent the parish on the Ruri-decanal Conference. The new Parochial Church Council was then elected, namely, Messrs. H. Attwood, A. P. Ayliffe, F. Carpenter, P. G. Davies, W. E. Dumper, W. J. Fidler,.A.E. Ford, R. Hobbs, W. Mayell, and T. Hughes, Mesdames A.M. Alston, Z. L. Brockwell, M. Crouch, A. B. Elliott, K. M. Flux, E. M. Fidler, E. Good, B. Selkirk, and P. M. Tanner. To these nineteen must be added, ex officio, the Rector and Churchwardens, Mr. R. Davies, parish representative at the Diocesan Conference, and Miss G. V. Guise and Mr. H. J. Wadlow, representing it on that of the Rural Deanery, making a total of 25, namely, 15 men and 10 women. It was resolved that in the future the Parochial Church Council, inclusive of all ex officio members, should consist of 30; this will come into, force at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting in 1924.
At the first meeting of the new Parish Church Council, held in the Schools, on 23rd April, 1923, the following re-elections were made: Mr. P. G. Davies Vice-Chair-man, Mrs. Alston Secretary, and the Churchwardens as Treasurers.
At a General Parish Meeting on 16th April, 1923, the following were elected to form the Village Hall Management Committee: Mesdames Flux, Tuckett, M. Elliott, H. Adams, M. Mauler, N. Elliott, and Nicholls, Messrs. Halliwell, Curry, Wadlow, A. Attwood. F. Chamberlain, F. Attwood, G. Powell, and G. Newman.

FRENCHAY SCHOOL.
The Managers, Teachers and Children assembled on the 20th inst, to present Miss Crouch with a parting gift, which took the form of an armchair. The Rector, who made the presentation, in his address to the children, spoke in very feeling terms of Miss Crouch's unfailing devotion to her work, and of her great kindness to and interest in them during her long period of service. Mr. Elliott, who was asked to read Miss Crouch's reply of thanks, as she was not able to speak herself, expressed regret at the unavoidable absence of Miss Robinson and Mr. Ward, and referred to his own long association with Miss Crouch in her school life, and to his appreciation of her devoted work, and Mr. Wadlow spoke of the loyal support and help which he had invariably received at her hands. The proceedings terminated with hearty cheers for her, and the armchair was then conveyed by some of her old pupils to her house.
On Wednesday, April 11th, the Candidates and Junior Members of the G.F.S. gave a very enjoyable party, and entertained their friends with a capital selection of country dances, songs and plays. The programme opened with a scene between Humpty-Dumpty and Alice (in Looking-Glass Land). Nora Allen as Humpty was quite egg-cellent, and Margaret Alston managed to look like the real Alice, Thora Stirling gave a charming recitation about the brave kitten, who went to took at the Prince of Wales, and Audrey Tucker played a piano solo with much spirit. An action song called "Dolls for Sale" was well done; the domesticated; Dutch Doll was represented by Doris Savage, the joyous Japanese by Vera Salter, and the bewitching Baby by Kathleen Land, with an energetic chorus of saleswomen in the background. A little play called "Wishes" was very well performed; Betty Yule and Nora Allen took the parts of two sisters, and Dolly Upton was the gipsy who sold them the magic ring, which made their wishes come true. The scene in which Nora wakes up in Fairyland was prettily staged, but although she was provided with a, pair of wings, she became so hungry on a diet of mere dewdrops and rose petals, that she decided to go home to tea, where she found
that Betty had not had much better luck with the gipsies. There was a fine company of fairies, whose names were Lilian, Edie, Margaret, Eveline, Thom, Vera, Ella, Doris, and Kathleen, who, kindly distributed primroses to the mortals in the audience. Betty and Ella Yule were highly successful in a sketch called" Great-great-grandmother's Picture," which was well acted and cleverly managed. During the evening the Junior Members, consisting of E. Wallis, M. Allen, E. Baber, A. Tucker, E. Shepherdson, E. Guy, I. Fidler, N. Curtis, and E. Payton, sang some part-songs effectively, and much praise must be given to the Country Dances, which were performed with great vigour and evident enjoyment. There were also round dances and games, in which all could join, and a generous supply of tea and buns. A thoroughly delightful evening closed with the National Anthem, and three cheers for the Misses Elliott, who planned it all.

FRENCHAY CHURCH. TREASURERS IN A/C WITH THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL.
1st January to, the 31st December, 1922.
Insurance, Fire and Employers' Liability			7 14 1
Choir Expenses,	Organist				£25 0 0
			Organ Blower				£1 6 0
			Choir Boys				£4 4 0
Visitation Fees, 12/6, Cheque Book 4/2, sundries 4/6		£1 1 2
Mission Room, Hambrook, Cleaning (Mrs, Hathway)		£3 2 6
Oil, Sticks, etc, 1920-21-22, (Miss Good)			£1 6 8
Repairs to Lighting Plant, new burners, etc (R.M. Brooks)	£1 1 0
Carbide of Calcium						£2 13 0
Printing Parish Magazine (T. & W. Goulding)			£20 0 6
Publishing Treasurers a/c in Parish Magazine			£1 0 0
Water Rate							£0 10 0
Coal (Vile & Co.)						£12 2 0
Coal (Central Coal Co.)					£8 14 0
Winding Clock (J. H. Shipton)				£2 0 0
Ringing Bell for Services					£1 6 0
Attending to Heating Apparatus (30 weeks), E. A. Ford.	£6 5 6
Cleaning Church (Mrs. Heaven)				£23 8 0
Oil, Matches, Candles and House Flannel, etc. (F. W. Stone)	£0 19 0
Frenchay Coal Club Bonus (Miss Elliott)			£2 0 0
Choir Outing				£16 7 5
Less paid by visitors to Outing		£2 4 0			£14 3 5
Paid to Old Folks Tea (Xmas Day Collection)			£5 11 0
Donation towards Cloth for new Cassocks			£5 0 0
Rector's Expenditure, Sick and	Needy (Balance,)		£3 12 8
Church Laundry					£1 12 4
Sundries						£0 4 6
Candles and Wafers					£1 17 7
Winter Treat (Sunday School)				£3 4 4
Sunday School Registers and Stamp			£2 14 0
	Confirmation Expenses	r 				£1 1 6
	Room for Mothers' Meeting				£1 0 0
Balance at Bank						£5 19 4
								£171 17 2
Cash at Bank,1/1/22						£0 0 9
Collections in Church, 1922 for Church Expenses		£123 14 6
Old Folks Tea (Xmas Day)					£5 11 0
Mrs Rooke's Benefaction					£29 12 11
Sale of Parish Magazines and Hon. Subscribers		£12 18 0
£171 I7 2
Audited and found correct, R.S. Alston, Capt. & H.J. Wadlow, Auditors.	31/3/23

Frenchay Parish Magazine. June 1923.

On Ascension Day, for which our Church was very beautifully decorated, whereas the number of communicants at the 6 and 8 o'clock Celebrations showed but slight falling-off, the attendance at other services was unworthily small; especially at the late evensong when the small choir was half as large again as the congregation. Yet the hour chosen was that found most convenient for all parish Entertainments.
	The Week-day Services held in the Hambrook Mission Room during Lent were continued till Ascensiontide, but, as usual, the congregation had by that time most sadly dwindled with lengthening daylight.
	The Celebration there on Thursday mornings, started at Easter, has so far proved most encouraging, and never yet has had to be abandoned for want of communicants, as has happened twelve times already this year to Week-day Celebrations at Frenchay.
	This Whitsuntide proved a very happy time for our Church, despite the cruel cold. At all four Celebrations there was a goodly number of communicants--ninety-five in all. At the eight o'clock Service, which was Choral, we had a nearly full choir notwithstanding the holiday exodus, and, as at Easter, all the men and the confirmed boys received together then: a suggestive and sustaining sight. The music was most reverently sung, but in the opinion of more than one was rather too long and not simple enough to be congregational. There were also good choirs at Matins, Children's Service, and Festal Evensong. There were good congregations and very good offertories throughout the day. Decorated in diverse reds and scarlets, as usual at this festival, the Church was all glorious within, though "beautiful," as many proclaimed it, hardly seemed the most fitting term: while without the flower-beds and paths having been weeded and trimmed, and the lawn on the north side with the grass immediately surrounding her walls closely mown, she looked very neat and comely.
	It has been decided that in future there shall be Choral Celebrations on the Greater Church Festivals only, and that such shall be early when choir and congregation can receive. Notice should therefore be taken that there will be Morning Prayer at 11 o'clock on every Sunday.

BAPTISMS.
7th May, 1923. Ronald Cyril John, born 13th February, 1923, and Evelyn Nellie May, born 4th April, I921, children of Sidney Herbert and Nellie Annette Elizabeth Smart, Cleve Tea Gardens, Downend.
7th May, 1923. Kenneth Lloyd, born 4th April, 1922, son of Harold Lloyd and Dorothy Rose Edwards, Cleve Tea Gardens, Downend.
17th May, 1923. Albert Roy, born 30th January, 1923, son of Albert Henry and Lilian Rose Elmes, 2 Eastcote Walk, Fishponds.
I7th May, 1923. James Lazbury, born 28th February, 1923, son of John Charles and Margaret Louise Sims, 2 Frome Villas, Frenchay.

BURIAL.
2nd May, 1923, at Winterbourne Down, Mary Jane Luton, Priestlands, Hambrook, died April 29th. aged 62.

SALE OF WORK FOR THE 'HAMBROOK VILLAGE HOSPITAL," FRENCHAY VILLAGE HALL, 16th MAY, 1923.
	Last year, in May, Dr. Crossman came to the Frenchay Village Hall to open the Sale of' Work for the Hambrook Hospital. The suggestions which he made on that occasion have borne fruit in the meantime.
	The first thing the Committee carried out was to secure the services of a second Nurse, the next thing to set about adding another ward to the Hospital.
	The Diocesan Architect, Mr. Hartland Thomas, was asked for advice; and he very kindly gave, not only advice, but plans, and has himself superintended the work.
	Most of the inhabitants in the district have by this time seen the new ward, which rose very quickly from over the Men's Ward at the back, whilst a balcony, communicating with both upstair rooms has been placed over the Women's Ward on the side facing the road.
	The cost of this building is estimated at about £350, so special efforts have been made by the Committee, and especially the Doctor, to meet this liability; with the result that several donations were sent in to the Treasurer before the Sale.
	For a wonder, the afternoon of the 16th was fine, and there was a good crowd in the Hall. A large district contributed this year to the Sale:--From Winterbourne, Mrs. Burrough brought delicious sweets of her own making, and articles from abroad covered her very pretty table. The Rev. E. J. Phillips and Miss Phillips organized a Cake Stall and a "Bunty pulls the string."-This latter caused great amusement, and Mr. Phillips was kept hard at work all the afternoon. Mrs. Bowen and Mrs. Alston, with the Working Party of the Mothers' Union, the members of which were drawn from a wide area, provided a very attractive stall. Mrs. Elliott, assisted by Mrs. Sharpe, Mrs. Mann, and Mrs. Frank Chamberlain, presided over the Frenchay Stall. Mrs. Williams and her Committee over the Women's Club Stall. Miss Brockwell and the Misses Elliott over the G.F.S. Stall. Mr. and Mrs. Harding with Mrs. C. Kilby and their Friends organized a splendid Produce Stall, and Miss Flux with Mrs. Curry presided ably over the "White Elephant" Stall. There was also a three-penny Dip, which started work when Miss Land and the School children came in at 4.30. One great feature of the afternoon was the Tea which was served on little tables, on and in front of the platform, by Miss Mauler, Miss Emmy Good, and Miss Oke, and was greatly appreciated by both buyers and sellers.
	The Resulls of lhe Sale are as follows:--
Winterbourne-Mrs. Burrough (Sweets) Stall		2 8 9
Coalpit Heath- Miss Phillips (Cakes) Stall		2 8 1
Rev. E. J. Phillips (Bunty)				1 0 6
The Mothers' Union Working Party Stall		15 12 3
Frenchay Stall						14 0 2
Frenchay Women's Club Stall.				13 2 1
Frenchay G.F.S. Stall					2 6 0
White's Hill and Hambrook (Produce) Stall		10 2 2
"White Elephant" Stall					7 2 0
Bran Tub (Threepenny Dip)				1 5 9
Door Keeper (Mrs. Mauler)				5 1 3
Teas							2 15 0
							£77 4 0
				A.T.

Frenchay Parish Magazine. July 1923.

The debt on the new Church furnace, a sum of about £40, and what special steps should be, taken to defray it, formed the chief subject of discussion at the quarterly meeting of the Parochial Church Council, held on the 18th of last month. It will be remembered that last Christmas, just at the close of our financial year, when, we believe, all bills had been paid, all accounts made up, and the Councillors, male, and female "men's (and women's) consia recti," were smilingly brave to face the calls of another twelve months, face them, we say, with virtue in the heart and a wee bit siller i'th the pouch, that then suddenly was, this instant and weighty outlay sprung upon us, by the final and complete collapse, and that when the weather was as cold as summer, of our of patched and long condemned old Church heating stove. How is this exceptional and excessive expense to be met? First, the Council thought it wise that, in view of the many special efforts lately made in this parish to raise funds for other local Objects, and of the near approach of the holiday season, any method they might adopt should not be launched till after their next meeting in September. Then, as to methods. A resolution was moved, and found very general support that secular entertainments, dances, whist drives, bazaars, Sale of Work, lotteries, and the like, are humiliating means of raising funds for the maintenance of God's House and its services, some very pregnant words were spoken by a lay member on the duty, as well as the privilege, of Churchmen to, "freely" give. It was also declared that people were not more niggardly than of yore, but less generous; that all giving seemed tainted by selfishness and a spirit of dealing that asked for something, however small, back from every "sacrifice"; e.g., a box of matches from a sixpenny "dip," or just the chance of winning a half-crown raffle. It was finally determined that the first method adopted should be a house-to-house appeal to all on the Church Roll, members of the congregation, and our many well-wishers, for liberal and whole-hearted contributions.
	Miss Robinson, with much regret, has had to resign the Mothers' Meeting, owing to ill health; and Mrs. Tanner, assisted by Mrs. Halliwell, has kindly consented to take her place. The first meeting will be held on Monday, July 2nd, when Mrs. Tanner hopes all members will attend.

BAPTISMS.
3rd June. James Melvyn, son of Harold Stanley and Nellie Paddock, The Rosary, Hambrook; born 28th March, 1923.
20th June. Ronald, son of Frank and Gertrude Coates, South Lodge, Frenchay Park; born 1st May, 1923.

BURIAL.
2nd June. Lily Ruby Ablett Cantle, Stapleton Road, Hambrook; died 29th May, 1923, aged 47.

Note.--This was the first burial of a parishioner in our Churchyard, since, the beginning of February, but another died in April, who was buried elsewhere.
	During the week which ended 16th June, collections were made throughout our parish - in Frenchay by Miss Flux, in Hambrook by Mrs. Selkirk - on behalf of the Lord Mayor of Bristol's Hospital Fund. Their strenuous and zealous labours resulted in the sum of £11 3s 6d being raked in, viz., £5 15s 9d from our part of Hambrook and £5 7s 9d from "Fromeshawe." The total will be deemed wholly satisfactory when it is remembered that most of the occupants of our larger houses are annual subscribers to one or more of the Charities interested; that we have lately had an offertory in Church (£3 9s. 2d.); that our Day School had already sent a contribution of fifteen shillings; that at every Children's Service we collect for the Children's Hospital - we raised £6 last year; that in this, the infants of the Hambrook Mission Room Sunday School bear their part, besides collecting toys and sweets; and, above all, when it is, remembered that we have our own local Hospital, which has the first claim on our support; and our own District Nursing Association to be maintained. So there!!
	Before another issue of this luminous, if not voluminous, publication appears, unless it is supererogationally punctual at a somewhat slack time of year, the school summer holidays will probably have begun, for it it said the children "break up," not "out" we hope, though treacle and brimstone are cheap, on Thursday afternoon, August 2nd. The breaking-in process will be resumed at 9 a.m on monday, September 3rd. During the last quarter, despite the constant rain and cruel cold, and all the infantile ailments thereunto appertaining, the average attendance has been good and steady: at least 93 per cent.
	June 19th.--Already this season have many keen and exciting matches been played by our cricket teams; not, it is true, with absolutely unbroken success, but all the members have always so far most commendably succeeded in keeping perfectly cool; to add "comfortable" were, perchance, to aver too much. We have received no details of individual prowess, so must confine our muse to simply recording that the First Eleven, out of ten matches, has won 4, drawn 1, and lost 5; while the Second Eleven, out of a like number of games, has won 3, drawn 2, and lost 5. We believe the accustomed excellent sporting spirit has undeviatingly prevailed, so that they have all played and enjoyed "Cricket," with a capital C; our sedulous groundsman took care that it was not of mud.

Frenchay Parish Magazine. August 1923.

Sixteen of our twenty-one G.F.S. Members must have felt proud to be in Bristol on July 14th. Our Festival began with service in the Cathedral at 3 o'clock. Then a quarter of a mile of Associates and Members marched behind their respective banners up Park Street to the Victoria Rooms, where a delightful programme had been arranged. Tea, talk, entertainment, and dancing kept us in a whirl of excitement till after 9 p.m. We hear that the united effort of the twenty-seven branches to contribute to the Clifton Lodge Repair Fund amounted to about £80, the youngest member from each parish presented its contribution to Lady Cunliffe, the Central President, who, during her address, urged us to remember that "God first, Friends next, and Self last" is the aim of our Society. Lady Cunliffe on behalf of the Members, Associates, and Candidates of this Diocese presented Mrs. Haigh, to her great surprise, with a wristwatch as a token of our gratitude for her untiring devotion to our interests during the last twenty years. We hope to preserve another little secret from Mrs. Haigh in 1924!
	A very handsome addition has been made to the eucharistic vestments of our Church through the presentation of a new green chasuble, the combined gift of the late Communicants' Guild and the Temperance Society. Though our green altar frontal is by most people considered the most effective of all our beautiful sets, yet the ferial chasuble was somewhat mean for its high and holy purpose, and this devout offering is therefore specially welcome.
ONLY A CHILD.
	Since the War our thoughts have been constantly directed to the all-importance of a high birth-rate, and of the utmost care in the protection and development of our children if, not only the prosperity, but the very existence of our Nation is to be maintained. But what of the little ones of Christ's kingdom? What question can be of greater weight for time or for eternity to those who daily pray "Thy Kingdom come," than the careful upbringing of the rising generation of His little subjects? How is it then that the greater part of those who call themselves Christians are so profoundly indifferent to the welfare of our Sunday Schools? This indifference is found not only in members of the congregation generally, but even amongst communicants, to whom we frequently appeal in vain to become teachers. Surely we cannot forget that when the impetuosity of his unchastened zeal had been humbled, the test of love laid on St. Peter by the dear Master was "Feed my lambs." But more painful still is the carelessness of many parents as to the religious instruction of their children. Some do not seem to trouble whether their children go to Sunday School or not: whilst others, treating it as a dumping-ground for noisy youngsters on Sunday afternoon, care little what they are taught or whether they attend regularly. To such parents may the Holy Spirit bring conviction that in granting them children Almighty God actually makes them co-workers with Himself in the fulfilment of His great design of love, that this unspeakable honour and privilege implies a correspondingly tremendous responsibility; and that with those children they must stand before the awful judgement throne. In each little one is entrusted to them a deathless soul which must live on through all eternity in everlasting bliss or unending woe. To purchase the former lot for that little soul Christ has died, but that it may be taught to lay hold thereon the first duty lies upon the parents. In Holy Baptism, indeed, they--acknowledging that the child is God's--bring it to Him to be taken into Christ and endowed with present salvation, but then it is returned to them, with guarantee of sponsors, to be brought up in the fear and nurture of the Lord, "Take this child away and nurse it for Me, and I will give thee thy wages," with particular charge that in due course it shall be taught the conditions of retaining that salvation and the impossibility of itself fulfilling them, in spite of the Devil, without God's help bestowed in His own appointed ways, and so shall be brought to receive the special strengthening of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation, to be sustained and developed in the Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood, without which we, one and all, have no life in us; the spark of eternal life kindled in our souls at Baptism, stimulated in Confirmation, must wane and die.
	The inevitable has come to pass, yet come to pass so gradually and quietly that to most of our older inhabitants it may cause something of a shock. Mr. Wadlow, after holding the post of Headmaster of Frenchay School for nearly thirty years, is about to retire under the Board of Education's Pension Scheme. In the School Log we find the following entry under 2nd April, 1894, "I took charge of this School this morning. Henry John Wadlow." Some of the children who that morning looked with anxious curiosity on the new Master have still children of their own in the Upper School to-day gratefully to witness how that charge has been fulfilled. There yet remains much to be said on this subject;
	On Saturday, July 2Ist,.Miss Ellershaw, Secretary of the Bristol Diocesan Sunday School Association, held a Meeting for the Sunday School Teachers of Frenchay and the neighbouring parishes. A Short Service, at which about 30 teachers were present, was held in the Church at 3.30. The party adjourned to Cliff Court for tea, and afterwards Miss Ellershaw Spoke to the teachers in the garden. General points of interest were discussed at the end of the meeting, and the Rector, who took the chair, expressed the feelings of all present in thanking Miss Ellershaw for coming, and for her interesting and helpful. address.

Frenchay Parish Magazine. September 1923.

The misprint of a date, 1924 for 1943, robbed of all point the bright little account of the G.F.S. Festival, which appeared in our last issue. . It was to her great surprise that Mrs. Haigh, after twenty years' earnest work for the Society, was asked to receive a token of the members' gratitude. May she be spared to guide and help it for as many years to come; "we hope to preserve another little secret from Mrs. Haigh in 1943." - To our contributor and to our readers alike we humbly apologize.
On the last Sunday in July collections were made at all the services in our Church for the Universities' Mission to Central Africa. Sermons were preached both at Morning and Evening Prayer by the Rev. R. J. D. Hellier, local Organising Secretary of the Society. The offertories amounted to £5 7s, and of this one pound and one penny came from the afternoon service, when Mr. Hellier had a delightful chat with the children, and vividly described to them a native Sunday School in the heart of the Mission.
On the afternoon of Sunday, August 5th, the Hambrook Sympathetic Club, headed by Mr. A. Fowler's Brass Band, held their annual Hospital Collections and Church Parade, marching through the neighbouring parishes, and finally attending Evensong at Frenchay Church. In the course of the service the band played an anthem. The preacher was the Rev. A. B. de Moleyns, M.A., Oxon. Part of the Offertory was given to the Club, and the afternoon's efforts were rewarded by a total sum of £8 5s.
The children of the Frenchay and Hambrook Sunday Schools had their Summer Treat on Tuesday, August 21st. Two chars-a-banc conveyed the party from Frenchay to Weston, and some of the parents followed in a third. We got to Weston about 11 a.m., having taken one hour and a half on the journey. The tide was coming in when we arrived, and the time was spent in paddling, donkey-rides, and going on the pier, besides visits to the shops. The day was fine, except for one heavy storm soon after our arrival. We sheltered as well as we could, and very soon dried up again, as the sun shone for the rest of the day, and there was a strong wind blowing. We all met at Huntley's at 4.30, where a good tea was eaten to the accompaniment of a most energetic band. Everyone was at the appointed place in good time for the return journey, so there was no delay caused in looking for missing members of the party. We left at 7 p.m., after having spent a very enjoyable day;

BAPTISM.
August 26, 1923. George, son of James and Ethel Yule, Glen Cottage, Frenchay; born 4th August, 1923.

MARRIAGES.
July 29, 1923 Fred Bisp, Bradley Brook, Winterbourne, and Bessie Bray, Churchside, Frenchay.
At Fishponds Parish Church:- August 20, 1923. Arthur Hubert Artwood, Begbrook Lodge, Frenchay, and Beatrice Mary Barrett, Fishponds.
At Winterbourne Parish Church:- August 26, 1923. Fred Knapp, Hambrook, and Hilda Jane Woodbury, Winterbourne.

BURIAL.
August 18, 1923. Alice Louise Adams, Beechwood., Bell Hill, Stapleton; died 15th August, 1923, aged 51.

It is now nearly nineteen months since any candidate from this parish has been presented for Confirmation, and on the last occasion (12th March, 1922), when our Bishop administered this holy rite here in our own Church, the number of those who sought it was so small as to imply grave censure on our parochial churchmanship. In the list of Confirmations fixed for this year there has not yet been one within our reach, but a single opportunity will occur on the evening of Tuesday, December 4th, when one is to be held in Stapleton Church.
For this classes of preparation should be formed early in October, so it is now time that our attention should be solemnly called to this subject. Most earnestly do we pray God that on this mercifully renewed opportunity, it may be the last ever granted them, the greater part of the now sadly many unconfirmed in our parish may come forward and claim the privilege and duty of receiving the Laying on of Hands. It is not only that in their baptism it was stipulated that they should receive it, for the Church knows, though they may not, in what strength alone they can fulfil the conditions of their salvation, but also because it is the passport to our partaking that Heavenly Food without which our Saviour and Judge Himself declares that the spark of spiritual life kindled within our souls must die. With the Devil, than whom God alone is stronger, always against us, none can keep hold of the gift of eternal life save in the strength of God, and that strength must be sought in His own appointed ways; and such are Confirmation and Holy Communion. Of those of us who are communicants we must one and all, since each is his brother's keeper, cry for God's pardon of our shortcomings in example, precept and influence; whilst those who, having been confirmed, absent themselves altogether from His Altar should take heed, while yet there is time, that the dread Day of Account bring not home to them that in committing spiritual suicide they have also committed spiritual murder.

Frenchay Parish Magazine. October 1923.

On the first Sunday in October, according to our wont, we shall hold a belated Harvest Festival.    It is true this rule was broken for special reasons in 1920 and 1921, but only with the result of its being held even a week later in each case. We are wont, Sunday by Sunday, with the outpouring of our lips, to thank God for our preservation, and for the gift of those things which are requisite and necessary for the body. On October 7th, that we may one and all, by partaking with our lips, bear our share in the great Sacrifice of Praise and Thanksgiving of our dear Lord's own appointment and command, there will be Celebrations of Holy Communion at 7, at 8, when it will be choral, and at the close of the 11 o'clock Morning Prayer. There will be a Flower Service, with gifts for the Bristol Children's Hospital, at 2.45 p.m., and festal Evensong at 6 o'clock, at which the preacher will be the Rev. J. H. Gorst, of Bristol Grammar School. The offerings at all the services, save at 2.30 p.m., will be towards paying the debt on the new Church furnace, and on the renovation of the Hambrook Mission Room.
On Sunday, October 21st, at Morning and Evening Prayer, sermons will be preached by the Rev. R. E. Norman, the West of England Itinerating Secretary of the Home Missions of the Church, better known as the A.C.S., or Assistant Curates' Society, and the collections at all the services will be given to the Society.
With regard to the Confirmation spoken of in our last number, the Rector begs that he may at once receive the names of all unconfirmed persons who mean on that occasion to accept the Holy Spirit's gracious offer of that strength whereby alone we can retain the salvation bestowed in our Baptism. In forming classes for the instruction of younger applicants he will do his utmost to comply with the wishes and convenience of each, but he eagerly hopes that this opportunity will also be seized by many elderly people who have missed Confirmation in their youth; and such he will very gladly guide in their private preparation at home. At the close of the War a very happy feature of several Confirmations in the neighbourhood was the number of married couples, chiefly ex-Service men and their wives, who had been moved by the Holy Spirit to redeem past neglect, and who knelt side-by-side to receive this holy rite and dedicate thenceforth their wedded life to God. How many homes there are in this parish which might be thus blessed ?
On September 1st (Rabbits!), S. Giles' Day, irreverently dedicated not only to the monthly bunny, but to S. Perdrix, V.M., the men of the Choir and the Church officials had a very pleasant day's outing; not one of the heroic expeditions lately reported in our midst, but, as became grave and reverend seigneurs, one of about ten hours of genial and serene enjoyment. By motor-bus, with Pullin's car as an auxiliary, we all comfortably found our way to Stapleton Road, and thence by South Wales train, in a saloon carriage specially retained for us, to Severn Tunnel Junction. Here we had to change trains, and wait--most people do wait at Severn Tunnel--but there was much to beguile the time, and having just burrowed under it, none proposed to," make a hole in Sivven," the last resource of the desolate on its upper reaches. At last we pursued our way through Portskewet, and the titanic waste of Beachley, a sad memento of a six shilling Income Tax, to Chepstow. Here we at once made for the Castle, and explored with delighted curiosity its well kept ruins and trim grounds. Fireplaces and ovens kindled burning interest, though it did not chance to be baking day; dungeons held us spell-bound; nothing worse than a draught came through loopholes; there was no silly pranks with molten. lead through machicolations; and on leaving--gadzooks--we sprang clear of the portal ere the portcullis fell.    After that we thought that some food would not be amiss, and a very good dinner we found awaiting us at the Beaufort Arms. By this refortified, we spent an hour or more in viewing the remaining beauties of the sadly tinkered old Parish Church, and in strolling the town till we mustered at the station to take train for Tintern. When we had passed Tidenham the sun came out in full power, and the scenery was most beautiful as we skirted the Wye, winding through thickly wooded hills. From the station we walked to the Abbey, and all were deeply impressed with the solemn beauty of that wondrous sermon in stone, still, alas! half-bound in scaffolding. If aught was being preached from the Devil's Pulpit over the way, it reached us not across Offa's Dyke; moreover, we of Frenchay pay no heed to bad sermons. With the aid of guide books, we all became tremendous archeologists and talked glibly of dormers, fraters, and chantries. None proposed to toil up the Wynd Cliff to view the ruins from the Moss Cottage, but we were all ready for a good tea at the neighbouring hotel, and a rest among the flowers of its beautiful garden. From the station to which most walked, but six rode in a little covered car designed for three, we returned direct to Severn Tunnel Junction, where, after a wait, we got a train to Stapleton Road, whence we reached home by the same means we had used in the morning, one and all thoroughly delighted at a most successful day's outing, which from first to last had passed without hitch or mishap, through the excellent arrangement of Dr. Elliott, by whom it had been wholly planned and carried out. With hands upon our grateful hearts we bow him thanks.



Frenchay Parish Magazine. November 1923.

On September 27th a very large gathering, consisting of Managers, Teachers, Children, Parents and other friends assembled in the School to bid farewell to Mr. Wadlow, on his retirement after having held the post of Head Master for nearly thirty years, and to present him with a gold watch, together with a roll of the names of the very numerous contributors. The Rector, who presided, Mr. Elliott, Mrs. Tuckett, and Miss Land spoke briefly, referring to the great esteem and affection with which Mr. Wadlow had always been regarded by those connected with the School, to his various activities in connection with the Church and the Parish generally, and expressing their regret at his leaving, and their best wishes for his happiness in his retirement. Mr. Wadlow expressed his sincere thanks, to all the contributors for their present, and said how much he felt leaving his many kind friends in Frenchay. The proceedings ended with hearty cheers for him; after which two photographs of those present were taken on the lawn in front of the house.

BAPTISM.
September 27. Margery Hilda, daughter of Thomas Henry and Sarah Elizabeth Curtis, Bawn's Barton, Frenchay, born 8th July, 1923.

BURIAL.
October 16. Henrietta Charlotte Surtees, 95 Pembroke Road, Clifton, died 12th October, 1923, aged 81.

In spite of all that has been written in the last two numbers of the Magazine on the Gift of the Holy Ghost through the Laying-on of Hands, in spite of arrangements with the Rural Dean, in spite of notices and exhortations public and private, and of special instruction and appeal from the pulpit, the long expected crowd of earnest candidates for the promised Confirmation in December dwindled into one parishioner who sent in his name.
On S. Luke's Day, October 18th, a very happy and blessed surprise was granted us; a visitor to the parish came to the early service in Frenchay Church, and so enabled us to have a Celebration. Previous to that there had been no week-day Celebration there, except on Ascension Day, since Maundy Thursday, 29th March.	On twenty-two consecutive occasions the priest had been there, with one other constant communicant, but week after week no other came. The rubric at the end of the Order for the Administration of Holy Communion says that, even in parishes where there are only twenty qualified to receive, there shall be no Celebration unless three, at the very least, partake with the priest. This seems to imply that the Sacrament of the Altar is never duly honoured if one-fifth of all the Communicants in the parish do not gather to receive their Lord.
In this cold and careless age Communion has become almost impossible to the faithful unless such necessary proportion is remitted. At all events, since the War, Celebrations have been allowed when only two have joined the priest in partaking. It must be said that at Hambrook Mission Room, since fortnightly weekday Celebrations were started there, no service has yet been in danger of being abandoned for this reason. In consequence, when there is a fifth Thursday in the month we propose to hold the Celebration there, besides those on the second and fourth Thursdays.
So far this year, only six infant parishioners have been baptized in Frenchay Church. Well may our Church workers adopt as their motto, "Faint, yet pursuing."
On Sunday, October 21st, sermons were preached at Morning and Evening Prayer on behalf of Home Missions by the Rev. E. Norman Deane. The offertories throughout the day, which amounted to £3 3s 6d, were devoted to the Additional Curates' Society. This was secured by the Freewill Fund Committee purchasing them for the Society from the Parochial Church. Council at the price of an average ordinary Sunday's collections. The. sadly small number of subscribers to the Freewill Offering Fund at its start, so far from swelling, is, alas, shrinking. On the same day, by the order of the Bishop, his pastoral letter on Religious Education was read at Morning Prayer. Many of the suggestions in it have been anticipated in this parish. At the meeting, held, through the kindness of Dr. Elliott, in the grounds of Cliff Court last July, it was arranged that Miss Ellershaw, Secretary of the Diocesan Sunday School Association, who addressed it, should give a course of instructions and illustrations on Sunday School Teaching in Frenecay early in the New Year.
Mr. E. A. Sharp, late of Charles Arthur Street School, Birmingham, assumed the Head Teachership of our School, vacant through the resignation of Mr. Wadlow, on 1st October, and we wish him all happiness and success in his responsible and sacred trust. He comes to us with a high record of school and army work. Volunteering for the late War, he was a Captain in the Essex Regiment, and after the Armistice was engaged in the Fourth Army School at Namur, in Belgium. A change of masters in the middle of a term, a matter of some difficulty, was smoothly carried out, save that, it being necessary to paint and paper the interior of the School House at short notice, poor Mr. Wadlow was put to great inconvenience, and his closing days in his old home rendered, we fear, anything but comfortable. Needless, however, to say he bore all with his wonted good nature and unruffled calm.
We should fail to record what has constantly been in the minds of their neighbours and wide circle of friends did we not express the deepest sympathy with Mr. and Mrs. Flux and their family on the sudden and obscure loss of so many of their fine animals. We know that to them the affliction is not only of financial, but also of sentimental weight.
On October 16th, beneath the sure and still shelter of our Churchyard cedars, was laid to rest, in the same grave in which, seventeen years ago, her husband was buried, and surrounded by the sacred dust of many near and dear ones of her family and his, the body of Henrietta Charlotte Surtees, who died at 95 Pembroke Road, Clifton, on October 12th, aged 81. A daughter of Col. W. H. Robinson, of Frenchay, who died in 1858, and of Mrs. Robinson, who died in 1904, in her ninety-eighth year, she married in her twentieth year, Mr. Alfred Wright Surtees, of S. James' Place, London, and of Dinsdale-on-Tees, County Durham, son of Canon John Surtees, of Bristol. There are still those in the parish who remember Mrs. Surtees as a merry, sprightly girl, whilst from her constant visits to the home of her youth during her long residence in neighbouring Clifton, she was well known to almost all Frenchay people. Thus her death will bring to many here a sense of personal loss, but everyone will be truly grieved that, in the midst of her long and painful illness, so sad a bereavement should have befallen Frenchay's oldest and best friend, Miss Robinson.
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BURIAL.
November 22. Elizabeth Thurston Tyler Monks, 2 Staple Hill Road, Fishponds; died 18th November, 1923, aged 85.
On the afternoon of November 15th, at about ten minutes to two o'clock, without any warning of thunder, and when, save for a downpour of hail, all things seemed normal, a single flash of lightning struck the spire of our church with a terrific explosion. All who were for the moment blinded and dazed thereby will certainly never forget it. Grievous, however, as was the material damage, our first thought must be of unfeigned thankfulness to Almighty God that no human life was forfeited. It was providential that no one was in the Church or Churchyard, for in the latter great blocks of masonry were wide-flung in all directions; also that the children were all safely gathered in school, for large pieces of stone were hurled beyond the path across the Common along which but twenty minutes before many of them had passed. The wounds which all call see in the spire, namely, big patches torn away and holes pierced through, are grievous enough; but expert inspection discovers far worse. It is, we believe, encircled by more than one crack; and there are many signs that it is seriously shaken throughout, if it has not bodily shifted; whilst probably everyone will come to the conclusion that it is distinctly out of the perpendicular. Though it stood through a violent gale on the night after it was struck, in its present state it is a constant and increasing menace to the body of the Church; the holes torn in it seem to be gradually growing larger--possibly the stone was calcined by the lightning; and alternations of heavy rain by day and sharp frost by night, such as we have lately experienced, are not reassuring as to its prolonged stability. The Ecclesiastical Fire Office, in which the Church is insured, promptly decided that, to avoid further damage, it must be taken down as soon as possible; provided that its constant threat to come down of itself at any moment in one overwhelming crash is not first realized. This gradual dismantling necessitates the slew and costly work of warily enveloping it in scaffolding from the ground itself, a task which was taken in hand within five days. May God's Holy Angels, by His appointment, watch over those to whom this perilous part is entrusted! Until this stage is completed we shall not be allowed to use the practically undamaged body of our Church. In making his official examination, the architect was accompanied by Sir Ernest H. Cook, D.Sc., Associate of the Royal College of Science, a well-known authority on electricity. He most minutely investigated every detail, and traced each ramification of the electric current from the point of impact, which was, we gather, the iron bands with which the spire is strengthened at intervals internally, to its "going to ground," after running round the inside of the Church, via the hot-water pipes, on the one side through a very small staple in the corner of the organ chamber into the down pipe outside, and on the other by tearing a way through the south Sanctuary wall into the watertap box, which it "blew to smithereens."    It seems probable the Church was saved from utter destruction by the lead covering of the tower round the base of the spire, and by the broad lead gutters round the edges of the Church roof. Though in God's mercy the damage to our Church is much less, the details of the lightning's action are most curiously similar to those observed when, on Christmas Eve, 1919, the tower of old Brislington Church was struck, and the pinnacle hurled through the roof of the nave. On this case Sir Ernest Cook published a learned and most instructive pamphlet; it will be of intense interest to us should he consent to make, as we understand he has been asked to do, a like scientific report on our visitation.    That after such a shock the spire is, at the time of writing, still standing, is a silent tribute to honest and thorough work done in their day at the task allotted them by God by some of His servants unremembered here, but now with Him in Paradise. Let us not forget also in these hard times to thank God that the material mischief is believed to be sufficiently covered by insurance.
The last public service held in our Church before this warning stroke befel was a Celebration of Holy Communion on the morning of that day. At the Celebration in our humble but beloved little Mission Room on the Sunday morning following, our dear Saviour told us in the Gospel, "As the lightning cometh out of the east and shineth even unto the west, so shall also the Coming of the Son of Man be."
During the past month many meetings have been held, entertainments given, and much important parochial work carried on; but, as usual, despite agonizing appeals, no report of any of these has been sent to the Editor; nor has notice been given of any of the many exceedingly interesting arrangements which are generally made for this busy and festive month. We think--we say, we think--that it is chiefly those who deny us straw that heave bricks at us for not being able to make them out of nothing.
In bringing to a close another year's issue of our Parish Magazine, it is our glad privilege to heartily wish our readers, one and all, a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.



