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Parish Magazine. 
[This Magazine, in these early years, was a combined one for the four parishes of Winterbourne, Winterbourne Down, Frampton Cotterell and Coalpit Heath. The four pages were delivered together with a national publication of general interest, stories and tracts. The copies being transcribed here are just the local parish pages for Winterbourne and Winterbourne Down, bound together and published in book form covering the years1878 to 1882 inclusive. Other volumes will follow.]

[Items of religious instruction and forthcoming services will be omitted from this transcription.]

Parish Magazine.
1881, JANUARY.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
With the New Year our Parish Magazine appears under a changed form. Instead of writing the News and Notices of four Parishes, it is reduced to two, viz., Winterbourn and Frampton Cotterell ; Coalpit Heath and Winterbourn Down have withdrawn from it. The price will be the same as before, 1d a number, or 1/- for the whole year. This is much below the cost price, and subscribers of 2/- a year will be welcome. Another change will be that instead of coming out on the 1st of each month, it will be some few days later.
It is impossible to notice that the connection of Winterbourn Down with this Magazine has come to an end without noticing the reason, viz., the departure of the Rev FW Greenstreet. All who live in Winterbourn are losing a good neighbour, and a kind friend, who has set them an example, not only of a kindly and blameless life, but of a devoted and self-denying life; and greatly will he be missed. To his own parishioners his loss is still greater. They will miss him at every turn, and every day, both from their religious and social gatherings: but he leaves them a precious legacy in his teaching and his example. He takes with him the good wishes of all who know him, whether in his own or in neighbouring parishes.
Until the day comes round again when Winterbourn Down takes its own part in this Magazine, the Editor will gladly insert any Notices that may be sent him from that district.
Sunday School Tea.
On the 21st ult, the Sunday School Children and their Parents were entertained at Tea by the Rector and Mrs Austen Leigh, to the number of 15o. After tea a Magic Lantern afforded much amusement. The evening concluded with the giving of Prizes to the best Scholars.
Wedding.
December 27		Harry Coward, of Whiteshill, and Laura Sargent, of Winterbourn.
Baptisms.
November 28		Jack Skidmore.
December 12		Henrietta Mayell.
December 26		Clara Bisp,
John Upton,
Richard and Hugh Sutledge Quin.
Burial.
December 9		Elizabeth Wickwick, aged 79 years.

Parish Magazine.
1881, FEBRUARY.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
MY DEAR FRIENDS.
The past month has furnished two very different topics on each of which I have a word to say to you.
1. The want of work resulting from the frost:
This has been a trial; a temptation; an opportunity. A trial, coming not from ourselves, nor from our fellow men, but from above. A temptation to complaints and ill-temper, to begging and dishonesty. An opportunity for showing kindness and charity. Let us ask ourselves which it has been to each of us; and how we have used or misused it. And let us not forget that things might have been worse.	The frost might have begun earlier and lasted longer, as in the two previous winters; there might not have been the few days of work which digging the snow from the roads gave; the women might have had no work for their machines; bread might have been dearer. While we reckon up what we have suffered, let us not forget what we have escaped.
2. The introduction of Surplices into our Choir.
There was a time when the dress of a Choir was taken as a sign of High Church or Low Church. That time has passed. It is now simply a question of taste, or convenience, or order. As most of the Congregation wished for the change, the boys of the Choir have been put into Surplices. It is hoped that wearing a distinctive dress will make them more reverent and attentive, and also add to the solemnity and good ordering of the Service generally. Outward reverence of manner is a help to, and ought to be a sign of, inward devotion,
I remain,
Your faithful friend, ARTHUR H AUSTEN LEIGH.
Notices.
SCHOOL.	The School year ends February 28th. There are
several subscriptions for the year just expiring still due. The Rector will be glad to receive them. Many, who are unable to give as much as 10s, ought to become annual subscribers at the rate of 5s, or 2s 6d. The Funds are deficient; and it is the interest, as well as the duty, of all ratepayers to give something.
LENDING LIBRARY.	Books are given out on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at 7 pm, at the Parish Room. The following are some of the books that have been lately added to the list-Pickwick, by Charles Dickens; The Castle Builders and Kenneth, by Miss Younge ; Laneton Parsonage and Experiences of Life, by Miss Sewell; The Blocade and Waterloo, by Eickmann-Chatrian; The Children of the New Forest, by Captain Maryatt;	Self Help, by Smiles; and Tom Brown's Schooldays, by T Hughes. Subscriptions at the rate of 1d a month for the year, or half-year.
SOUP KITCHEN.	Soup will be sold at Mrs Mann's, Watley's End, for 1d a quart, on Tuesdays and Fridays, at twelve o'clock.
CLOTHING CLUB.		The payments into this club have now begun, and should be made on the 14th and 28th of February.
Baptisms.
January 9	Florence Jane Pearce.
January 9	William Francis Evans.
Burials.
January 2	Mary Amos, aged 75 years.
January 7	Mary Anne Allen, aged 73 years.
January 23	Herbert Mann, aged 1 year.

Parish Magazine.
1881, MARCH.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
Presentation to the Rev FW Greenstreet. 	On the 7th of February, there was a large gathering at Winterbourn Down to take leave of the Vicar, and to present him with an address and testimonial. The address was from his Parishioners and congregation, about 360 of whom signed; together with the address, they presented him with a " Pratt's Bag," containing every thing that could he wanted for Private Administration of the Holy Communion. At the same time Mr and Mrs Greenstreet were presented with a purse and sum of money by their friends in the neighbourhood. After a tea, which the poor of the parish were entertained, Mr Crossman, who spoke with much feeling of the debt which they owed their Vicar, presented the testimonials and the address. The address was as follows:
“Rev and dear Sir, We, the undersigned parishioners and members of your congregation, desire to record our grateful sense of the exceptional religious privileges we have enjoyed during the 22 years you have been Vicar of the parish. The very deep sorrow we feel at parting with you is only mitigated by the reflection that the change may enable you to enjoy some of the ease and comfort, from which your generous self-denial has hitherto precluded you. And we are not unmindful that the good work you have been permitted to carry on amongst us will be continued in a new sphere, to the glory of God, and the benefit of his Church.
" We sincerely trust that you will have the satisfaction of learning that, under God's blessing, your labour has not been in vain amongst us; and that the seed sown during your ministry will yield fruit under the guidance of your successor.
"Although we feel sure that you will not be forgetful of your former congregation, yet we beg you to accept with this parting address, a small token of our affection and esteem.
"That the blessing of God may rest upon you, and all those who are near and dear to you, will be the constant prayer of your grateful and affectionate parishioners and friends."
Mr Greenstreet said that their presents were a complete surprise to him, and he needed nothing to make him remember them all his life. In his work he had three great helps. 1st, his two Churchwardens, who had stood by him from the very first; 2ndly, his wife, to whom both he and they owed so much; and 3rdly, the people themselves, who had always trusted him, and whose love and confidence had given him courage and hope. Even those who had differed from him, his Dissenting Brethren, many of whom he was glad to see there, would speak of him in a kindly spirit. Of his leaving them, he said that he felt he had been there long enough, and that a new voice, and a fresh way of putting things, might now have more effect than the same old voice singing the same old tune over and over again. He believed that he had still some work left in him, and he was going to harder work than what he was leaving. In saying good-bye to them, he could not express half of what he felt; if he had tried to do so he would certainly have broken down: but they must not think that he did not care, because he put a good face on it.	He thanked God that he was of a hopeful nature: at times he was low enough, but then his spirits rose again like the mercury in the glass. Still he must, however painful it might be, say the last sad word - good-bye.
The sums collected for the occasion were as follows:
For the Address	£4 10s 6d
The Pratt's Bag	£14 3s 0d
Purse and Cheque	£114 11s 0d
Tea 			£9 9s 6d

Parish Magazine.
1881, APRIL.		Winterbourne & Winterbourne Down.
WINTERBOURN.
Your faithful friend and Pastor, ARTHUR H AUSTEN LEIGH.
Concert.
A concert will be given in the School-room on Thursday, April 28, at 8 pm.	The Coalpit Heath Minstrel Band will attend.
Wedding.
Feb 24	Rev Gilfillan Cotesworth, of Southsea, and
Caroline Ellen Badeley of Hill House, Winterbourn.
Baptisms.
Feb 13		Florence Mary Goodman, and
Graham Pearce.
March 13	Arthur George Nicholls.
March 23	Isabel Maggs.
Burials.
Jan 30		George Adams, aged one year.
Feb 6		Mark Ricketts, aged 72 years.
March 13	Robert Smith, aged 81 years.
WINTERBOURN DOWN.
My Dear Friends,
Our Wednesday Evening Services have been well attended hitherto, as indeed have all our Lent Services, and we hope it will continue so to the end.
Your faithful servant in Christ,	R ACLAND TROYTE.
Missionary Union.
We do not know whether it is generally known that there is in the Parish a Missionary Union. It has just recently been determined that its special object should be the "Furtherance by work and prayer of the Universities' Mission to Central Africa."
Persons desirous of becoming members should apply at the Parsonage, where the Rules of the Union and Collecting Boxes may be had.
Baptisms.
Feb 4		James Thomas,
P Edward Flook,
Charles Close,
Thomas Henry Monks, and
Annie Criddle.
March 14	Albert Edgar Harding.
Burials.
February 7	John Ford aged 73.
March 6	Mary Upton aged 90.
March 9	Mary Stanley aged 71.

Parish Magazine.
1881, May.		Winterbourne & Winterbourne Down.
WINTERBOURN.
Notices.
During the months of May, June, July, and August, there will be evening service in the Parish Church at 6, and afternoon
service in the Parish Room at Watley's End at Three o'clock.
The Sunday School will begin a0 2.30. Two additional Teachers are much wanted for the Sunday School in the mornings.
Books may be changed at the Lending Library, on Wednesday, the 4th, and 18th, from 7.30 to 8.0 pm. Several new books have been added.
Loan Blankets must be returned on Tuesday, May 31,
Coal Club…
1. Payments may be made into a Coal Club on every alternate Monday, from May 9th, to Nov. 7th, at the same time as payments are made into the Clothing Club.
2. The amount paid in each time must be 6d, 1s, 1/6, 2s, 2/6, or 3s.
3. One payment at least must be made in each month.
4. A bonus will be added out of voluntary donations, which will be asked for by the Rector.
Flower Show.
The Annual Flower Show will take place at Iron Acton, on Wednesday, Aug 24th. Rules and Schedules of Prizes may be at the Post Office, or of Mr Crossman. There are four prizes given for clean and well cultivated Cottage Gardens.
Concert.
A very successful Concert took place in the School-room, on April 28th. The chief feature being the Coalpit Heath Minstrel Band, who kindly gave their services; and who not only afforded much amusement by their jokes, but also sang together in most admirable time and tune.
WINTERBOURN DOWN.
Dear People,
Lent, Holy Week, Good Friday are things of the past now; but do not let any lessons which God may have taught you during these seasons be lost now that Easter-tide is come. Do not - now that the strain of Lent is taken off - let us too quickly relapse into old ways; nor allow old habits and faults, which we have been trying to conquer during the season of sorrow regain their ascendancy over us during the season of joy. Let the coming year be a time when the seed sown in Lent shall bring forth fruit. Wishing every reader of this Magazine every Easter blessing,
I am, yours faithfully in Christ,
R ACLAND TROYTE.
Missionary Union.
Since our last number the Missionary Union has assumed a somewhat more definite position, having undertaken, as its special object, the assistance by work and prayer of the Universities Mission to Central Africa. A meeting was held in the School Room, on Monday, April 4th, to hear a lecture on the Work of the Mission by the Rev WH Penney, the Organizing Secretary, who the evening before had preached a most eloquent and earnest sermon in All Saints' Church, to a very full congregation. The lecture was well attended, and was listened to with unflagging interest. Besides the lecturer, the Rev AH Austen Leigh, Mr Gale Coles, who kindly took the chair, and Mr Crossman addressed the meeting. Our Union numbers now about 16 members, but we shall be glad to hear of some more. The rules, as well as collecting boxes, or cards, may be obtained at the Parsonage.	The Sermon and Meeting produced £4 6s l½d, but we hear that at Frampton, Mr Penney received something better still, i.e., the new offer of a new worker, prepared to give his services to the Mission at Zanzibar.
WANTED, books for the Parish Library, or the wherewithal to get them.

Parish Magazine.
1881, JUNE.		Winterbourne & Winterbourne Down.
	[First mention of the S Michael’s Orphanage Home in Frampton Cotterell…]
	Step House, Frampton Cotterell, has been taken by some ladies, who are known as Sisters of Charity, as an Orphanage and a House of Rest for suffering children. The Sisters propose coming into residence in the early part of July. We take this opportunity of asking the prayers of our readers for God’s Blessing on their work.
WINTERBOURN.
Rogation Days.
Those who were present at the evening service in the Parish Church on Rogation Tuesday, when we prayed to God to bless us, and our Parish at home, will be interested to read the following extract from the Parish Register…
“Memorand:	May 15, 1699. Mr Richard Towgood, Rector: Mr Thomas Hickes & John Harford, being Church Wardens of the Parish Winterbourne & Hambrook, they together with ye rest of ye Parishioners of ye said Parish, intending a Procession or Perambulation to visitt ye limitts and bounds of ye Parsih, did then meet at ye Parish Church about six of ye clock in ye morning, and after prayers they began the procession, which they perform'd with what exactnesse they could in ye same day, so far as related to ye tything of Winterbourne.
“The next morning May 16, 1699, They mett again, and that day they visited the limitts and bounds of the tything of Hambrook in ye sayd Parish of Winterbourne. Both dayes they dined together in a freindly manner upon what ye Churchwardens had provided at the charge of ye Parish.”
It is hoped that from henceforth the good old custom of asking God's blessing upon the Parish and the crops will always be joined by us at this season with the new custom of' praying for Missionaries.
SPG.
There will be collections on Whitsun Day, both in the morning and evening, for the Society for thc Propogation of the Gospel. The Rector will be glad to hear of any, who will take charge of boxes, for collecting small sums.
BAPTISMS.
April 10	Bertha Elizabeth Bisp,
Alfred Mayell,
Kate Elizabeth Rodman,
Ada Elizabeth Short,
William Howes.
April 24	Evan William Malpass,
William Augustus Smart.
May 8		Amelia Jones,
Frederick William Goodman,
Fred Lowe,
Honor Caroline Austen Leigh.
May 22	John Noble Winter.
BURIALS.
May 7		Henry Thomas Williams, aged 4 months.
May 16	Esther Rugman, of Cowslip Farm, Wickwar, aged 59 years.

All Saints', Winterbourn Down.
1t is not often that the Parishioners of All Saints have an opportunity of hearing the "39 Articles" read publicly in the Church. They have been fortunate enough to have experienced the ministry of but one parish priest, since the commencement of their existence as a and so have not had to undergo the repeated and unsettling changes which lave been the fate of many parishes we know of. So that the "reading-in" of the Vicar on Sunday May the 29th, which consists of the public recitation of the above mentioned "Articles”, and a declaration of assent thereto, was Something of a novelty. It took the place of the Sermon at Evensong. and was followed by a short address. It may, perhaps, have surprised some that there has been no formal “Induction” of the Vicar in Church by some clergyman or dignitary of the Diocese, such as (as many readers of the magazine will have heard,) took place at Kildwick, when Mr Greenstreet went there. For the information of such, we would say that it has been decided that in the case of this benefice it is unnecessary.
Baptisms.
March 25	Henry Bowyer,
Frederick Hollister,
Frederick Williams
April 1	Alice Jane Flood,
April 8	Florence Mary Cordy.
May 6		Mary Ann Pook.
May 20	Charles William Adams.
May 24	Gertrude Maud Skuse.
Burials.
April 17	George Henry Adams, aged 4 months.
April 24	Mary A Hinsh, aged 67 years.
April 29	Alice Jane Flook, aged 11 weeks.
May 8		William Garland, aged 61 years,
		James Stanley, aged 2 years.
May 11	Elizabeth Hook, aged 17 years.

Parish Magazine.
1881, JULY.		Winterbourne & Winterbourne Down.
WINTERBOURN.
Confirmation.
There will be no general Confirmation for the Parish this year, as all who were ready were confirmed last year at Frenchay. If however there are any, who desire to be confirmed this year, there will be opportunities for them on October 28th, at Yate, and November 17th, at Stapleton, and they should communicate with the Rector at least six months before the Confirmation.
Post Office.
From July 2nd, letters sent to Winterbourn from the North should be addressed Winterbourn, Fishponds, RSO, Gloucestershire. Letters from London and the West should be addressed as before, Winterbourn, Bristol. Letters will arrive at Winterbourn at 7.20 in the morning, instead of at 8.20.
Baptisms.
June 12	Arthur John Maggs,
Emma Jane Horseman.

WINTERBOURN DOWN,
A Trip to Cheddar.
Have any of our readers been to Cheddar in Somersetshire? If not, they should take the first opportunity of going that presents itself; and especially they should try to be taken there as I was by the members of the Guild in the parish of All Saints, because they seem to know how to make a day's outing go off pleasantly. There was a large party of us went, sixteen altogether, counting the Vicar and his wife, who had been persuaded to go too, and I am told they enjoyed themselves very much. We got to Cheddar about half-past twelve, and started off for the cliffs, carrying the hamper of provisions with us, and whose contents soon disappeared. After this most of us went in for some considerable exercise trying to climb the cliffs which some of us succeeded in doing, though it was hard work, as the cliffs were both steep and high, so high that those who were left at the bottom looked quite tiny, and they said we looked like flies on a wall. Then there were some wonderful stalactite caves, made by the action of water on the rocks, these were very beautiful, having arches and pillars
carved out, and all done by the dripping water. We went to see the Church, which was very nice, and had some beautiful windows, and seemed to be taken very great care of. Then we had to get to the station to catch the train to take us home; and we beguiled the time by singing many a song.	 At Stapleton Road we parted, some of our number who went on to Clifton, and the rest of us came home in Mr Pearse's brake, having had a very jolly day and very well content with our Trip to Cheddar.
The School.
At last we have had the Government Inspector's Report of the School. It is too long to put it all in here, but most of it will appear verbatim in the Annual Statement of Accounts, which we hope soon will be ready for distribution. It is enough to say here, that the Report is not a good one, but the responsibility is taken off the present teaching staff on account of the misfortunes which befell the School last year.	Considerable fault is found in the Report with room itself, which again points to the need of something being done before long to improve the accommodation for children, as the Inspector attributes some of the failure to the want of better accommodation. The grant, however, under the circumstances was fair, £71 8s, but no doubt with an average attendance of over 100, we ought to be able to earn more. We hope parents will bear in mind that unless children are sent regularly to School, success is impossible, however efficient and painstaking the teaching staff may be.
Burial.
June 10	Mary Elizabeth Amos, aged 68 years.

Parish Magazine.
1881, AUGUST.		Winterbourne & Winterbourne Down.
S Michael’s Home [as it will be called]
A Home has been opened at Step House for Orphans and for suffering children. The management is in the hands of the Sisters of the Congregation of Charity.
Orphan children are received and taken care of for f£12 per annum, suffering children for £15; occasionally the Sisters take a child free. Applications for admission should be made to the Mother Superior. The Sisters would gladly welcome assistance in their work from ladies who have time at their disposal. It is proposed that the home should be formally opened on S Michael's Day, when the attendance of all interested in this work is requested.	Subscriptions towards furthering the objects of the Home may be sent to the Mother Superior, or to the Chaplain, the Rev CHV Pixell.
WINTERBOURN.
The School.
The school broke up for the Harvest holidays on the 29th of July, and will meet again on Monday, August 29th. On the breaking-up day, a tea was given to the children of the Sunday and Week Day schools, 200 in all, at the Rectory. There were swings, races, cricket, football and other games. The Winterbourn band played.	Miss Callaghan, Miss Clarke, Mrs Butler and Mr Norbury kindly brought prizes, and several ladies gave their ready help in amusing the children.
Choir Outing.
On the 15th, the hottest day of this hot summer, when the thermometer was higher in England than in India, the Choir spent a pleasant day at Burnham, where the heat was agreeably tempered by the sea breezes.
Baptisms.
July 10	Martha Alice Skuse,
Thomas William Upton,
Frederick John Ricketts,
Margaretta Edith Mabey.
July 24	Florence Mary Smith.
Burials.
June 29	Samuel Williams, aged 2 years.
July 11	Mary Hollister, aged 69 years.

WINTERB0URN DOWN.
Choir Treat.
Our Choir had their Annual outing this last month. A new place was chosen this year to which none of us had been before which was an additional interest even to the elder members of the party. The weather was all in our favour; not too hot but yet perfectly fine.	We started about half-past nine in the morning and reached Burnham with few delays, about 12.30. The first thought was to provide for the wants of the inner man, and having selected a comfortable place beyond the town itself we made a hearty meal; and we set off to amuse ourselves, very much as served best each to ourselves. It is needless to say that the younger members of our party, the boys, found their chief delight to consist in getting into as great a mess as possible, utterly regardless of the possible maledictions which might be heaped on the unfortunate Vicar's head, when they got home, because he lad not kept them out of it. The rest found pleasure some in sailing, for their was a delightful fresh breeze blowing, some in the intracies of a garden, out of which it was difficult to get when you were once well in, a sort of puzzle-garden. However all pleasures have to come to an end, and so had our day at Burnham, and leaving about 8 p.m., we found ourselves at about midnight once again at Winterbourn Down.	It is unnecessary to add that every one of us enjoyed ourselves thoroughly, and look forward another year to a Choir expedition as successful and pleasant as that of 1881.
Parish Lending Library.
If any reader of the Magazine has any disused books of any description which would do for the lending Library, they would be most gratefully accepted. An attempt is being made to replenish the Library, with some fresh books, the present ones being by this time well known. We have had some help promised, and hope for some more; but should any reader be inclined to give us some books for which they have no further use, they would be conferring a great benefit on us.
Baptisms.
July 1		Frederic Charles Grey
Dan Maggs
Albert William Ford.
July 8		Blanche Ada Victoria Cooke.
July 11	Robert William Sargent.
Burial.
July 17	William Eustman [Eastman ?], aged 48 years.

Parish Magazine.
1881, SEPTEMBER.	Winterbourne & Winterbourne Down.
	S. Michael's Home.
It is proposed to dedicate Step Home, the House which the Sisters carry on the Orphan's Home, on S Michael's Day. There will be a Choral Celebration of Holy Communion in the Church, at 10.30. After which the Dedication of the Home will take place. The Sisters will provide cold luncheon for friends from a distance after the Dedication Service. The Offertories on S Michael's Day and on the following Sunday will be given to the Home.
The Sisters require several more beds and other articles of furniture. The Rector will be glad to take charge of any gifts in money or kind, that may be sent for the Home. It is hoped that the Sermon on the occasion will be preached by the Rev RW Randall, Vicar of All Saints', Clifton.
WINTERBOURN.
On and after September 4th, there will be afternoon service in the Church at 3, instead of evening service. There will be service at 6 o'clock in the Parish Room.
The Lending Library at the Parish Room will be open for changing books, on Wednesday, the 7th and 21st, from 7.30 to 8pm.
Harvest.
The Harvest has been so long about, and the result of it is still so uncertain, that nothing can yet be settled about a Parish Harvest Home. On Sunday last, in compliance with the Archbishop's request, Prayers were offered up for better weather; and should it please God to send it, there will be good cause for our having some special service of thanksgiving.
Cottage Allotments.
Mr Marsh is about to let out some land in Allotments, not exceeding a quarter of an acre each, at the same rate as the Rector's Allotments. Applications should be made for them at once.
Flower Show.
The show at Acton was a very successful one, and well attended. The vegetables shown, especially the potatoes, being unusually good; and the entries numerous. Among our own parishioners, HW Marsh, Esq., Mr Howes, H Morgan, J Bayliss, and E Wood, carried off prizes: but more Winterbourn folk ought to show.
Next year it is hoped that prizes will be given to the best kept gardens belonging to bona fide day labourers, in addition to those which are competed for by growers for sale, schoolmasters, and others above the rank of labourers.
Baptisms.
August 14	Ada Emily Rogers,
Thomas Adams,
Robert Charles Bignell,
Sarah Jane Pullen,
Eliza Anne Pullen,
Francis Sydney Harper,
Edith Eliza Jones.
August 28	Bert Mann.
WINTERBOURN DOWN.
Harvest.
Time was when it was thought that the Harvest of 1881 would have made up to a very great extent for the indifferent ones of the few past years, when every one was hopeful, and the prospects of a 'really good season at last" seemed	bright and cheering. But that is all gone now. From every side the same cry comes, newspapers teem with doleful reports from all parts of England, that the almost unprecedented succession of storms of rain and wind have rendered all chance of a good harvest simply hopeless, and an immediate result has been a rise in the price of bread. Under these circumstances it would of course have been impossible to indulge in the same festivities in connection with the Harvest in-gathering as are usually looked for, even if it had not previously been decided that they should not be of quite the same nature this year as they have been in former years.	There will of course he a service of Thanksgiving to Almighty God, for what in His mercy he does give us - seeing that we deserve nothing; - and at least we can thank Him for His fatherly chastisement which no doubt we do deserve. It is of course difficult to account for God's special dealings with individuals or with nations, but England as a nation, could no doubt find many causes, why she should have drawn upon herself divine displeasure, and it may be that the present distress is one of his ways of visiting it upon her. Let us, as individuals humble ourselves.
The special service, alluded to above, will probably be held on Tuesday, the 27th, at 7.30 pm. The preacher at this service will be the Rev JR Graham, Assistant Curate of All Saints', Clifton.
School re-opens on Monday, the 5th. During the holidays the large school-room and class room have both undergone some improvement in shape of having their walls plastered and coloured. We hope, if the funds permit, to commence our more substantial and necessary improvements in next spring. At present, however, we only have about half the necessary amount.
There will be a Confirmation at Yate, on October 28th, and at Stapleton, on November 17th. The Vicar would be glad to receive the names of any persons desirous of becoming candidates.
Baptisms.
July 26	Frederic John Turner ( privately).
Aug. 5		Ernest Henry Turner,
Beatrice Evans.
Aug 17	Edith Louisa Huish.
Aug 19	Florence Minnie Horseman.
Received into the Church.
Aug 19	Edward Malpass.
Burials.
Aug 3		Frederic John Turner, aged 6 mouths.
Aug 27	John Richards, aged 49 years.
Aug 28	Charles Evans, aged 60 years.

Parish Magazine.
1881, OCTOBER.	Winterbourne & Winterbourne Down.
S Michael’s Home.
	The Dedication of the House has had to be postponed from S Michael's Day, to its Octave, October 6th. The Dedication Service will take place immediately after the Choral Celebration on Thursday morning, probably about twelve o'clock. The Sisters will be glad to see any Parishioners at the Service, and also at tea that day at the Home from 5 to 6.30.
The Sisters have on sale two photographs of the Interior of the Church [Frampton Cotterell], and also a view of the Rectory. They can be obtained at the Home, price 1s 6d each.
WINTERBOURN.
Notices.
The Rector will be absent until October 15th. Any persons who require the ministrations of a clergyman, at their own homes before that date, are requested to apply either to the Rev R Acland Troyte, at Winterbourn Down, or to the Rev C Pixell, Frampton Cotterell, who have kindly undertaken to supply the Rector's place.
Harvest.
Thanksgiving Services were held in the Parish Church, on Sunday, Sept 18, the Church was very prettily decorated and well attended. The Sermon in the afternoon was preached by the Rev C Pixell.
Blanket Club.
The object of this Club is to lend Blankets to the poor during the winter.	The blankets will be given out early in November, and must be returned in the spring. Subscriptions are now due, and will shortly be applied for by the Secretary to the charity, Miss Callaghan.
Subscribers to this Charity are supplied with tickets for distribution, which entitle the holders to a blanket.
WINTERBOURN DOWN.
Funds are much needed for the enlargement of the school, a work which is becoming more necessary, and must be taken in hand next year if possible. The offertories during the Octave will be devoted to that object.
Harvest Service.
Our Harvest Thanksgiving Services on Tuesday, the 27th of last month. There was an early celebration of Holy Communion at 8 am, and Evensong with Sermon and Te Deum at 7-30pm. The Church was beautifully decorated, and the Vicar's best thanks are returned to all those who so very kindly worked, and worked hard, to achieve it, as well as to those kind friends, who contributed flowers, fruit, and vegetables in such profusion. The services were well attended, and we were thankful to see how many realized that the great “Act of Thanksgiving" for temporal, as for spiritual mercies, is to join in the Church's great Eucharistic Sacrifice. At Evensong, however, the Church was filled to over flowing. We will not give an account of the services, as the local press has already done so, as well as giving a very minute description of the decorations. We need only say that the service was hearty and bright, and though some critics might find in our singing a greater disposition to zeal than discretion. The sermon was an admirable one by the Rev JR Graham, (Assistant Priest of All Saints', Clifton,) on the necessity of greater contentedness and trustfulness, and he drew attention, by no means unnecessarily, to the disposition on the part of many to claim temporal blessings almost as a right. The offertories during the day, which were for the Village Hospital, amounted to £4 2s 11d. In fact the day, as a whole, was a success ; and one could not help wishing there was as a great a tendency on the part of the people generally, to make a special and careful observance of those Festivals of the Church on which we commemorate the reception of the great spiritual blessings we enjoy (eg. Ascension Day), as there is to observe the one which we meet to thank God for his temporal blessings.
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	S Michael’s Home.
	The opening services of S Michael’s Orphanage & Home for suffering children went off happily on the Octave of S Michel’s Day. The Congregation were very good, and the offertories amounted to £11 5s 4d.
	WINTERBOURN.
District Visitor.
The Rector has much pleasure in announcing that a Lady has come to reside in the Parish who wishes to act in this capacity. Her name is Miss Elliott. She will live at Mr J Gregory's, and will be ready to visit any one who asks her to do so.
Night School. 
A Night School is being held by the Rector this winter in the School Room, at Winterbourn. The classes meet twice a week, on Monday and Wednesday, at 7 p.m., and last an hour and a half. They are open to lads who have left school and to young men. Payment 2d a week, half of which will be invested in the Post Office Savings Bank at the end of the Winter in the name of each Scholar. Copy books 2d each. Will any one volunteer their assistance as Teacher ?
Lending Library.
After	Wednesday, Nov 2nd, the books will be given out on the first and third Thursday	of each month, instead of Wednesdays, from 7.30 to 8.0 p.m.
The Rector would be gratified if anyone in the Parish would undertake, for him, the whole management of the Books And Funds of the Library. Anyone who feels disposed to do so is requested to communicate with him.
Coal Club.
Thirty three people have paid into this Club since the beginning of May, and it is greatly to be wished that some bonus should be added to the deposits made by each, in order to encourage them in habitual thrift, and assist them towards getting coals for the winter. For this purpose subscriptions are asked for by the Rector. Those who are
willing to subscribe to such an excellent object are requested to send in their subscriptions at once, as the orders for coals must be given out on November 7th, and the bonus to must depend upon the amount of the subscriptions.
Village Hospital.
There will be collections in aid of the Funds, on Sunday, November 6th, both in the morning and afternoon. The Hospital has had an unusually large number of patients this year, and has therefore been put to great expense. A liberal collection is looked for.
Many of the Parishioners of Winterbourne, have lately lost a very old and a very true friend, in Edwin Day, Esq. For nearly fifty years he had been Parish Doctor, having succeeded his father in that capacity at an early age. During that period he earned the well deserved gratitude of many in all ranks for his medical skill, and thorough kindliness of heart.
WINTPRBOURN DOWN.
The Octave.
As our full list of services is by this time in the hands of most of our readers, and as, by the time these words are in print, the Octave will have begun, it will only be necessary to make a general reference to them for the guidance of any persons not of our own parish who may see the magazine and care to come to same of our services.
Night School, has been fairly attended during the past month. There are about 15 in attendance, but we cannot help thinking that there must be many more lads and young men who would find it of advantage to themselves to get up their learning a bit. School opens at 7.0 p.m., on Tuesday and Thursday. Payment 2d weekly.
Musical Society.
It has been suggested to the Vicar that there are many persons who would like the opportunity of meeting together for the practice of secular or other vocal music. It is therefore proposed to hold a meeting in the school on Wednesday, the 9th of November, at 7.0 pm, for the purpose of considering the advisability of forming a society for that purpose. All persons interested in the matter are invited to attend.
The Vicar ventures to remind subscribers to the magazine that the end of the year is at hand, and that the printers bill has to be paid. He would be glad to receive such subscriptions as have not been already sent.
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	Dear Friends,
With this number the Parish Magazine completes the third year of its existence. It has not been as successful as I had hoped. Its circulation is very limited, and averages only 50 or 60 copies a month. In this large Parish it ought to be double that number. Let those who take it in, get their neighbours and friends to do so also. They will find much pleasant reading in it; and the outside sheet will tell them what is going on in their own, and in the next parishes. It is also a failure in not paying its way. Each year there is a deficit of about £2. A larger circulation would improve matters in this respect; and it would also be well if those who take it in would remember that such copy costs mom than the penny for which it is sold, and that they are in tact getting two pennyworth for their penny. Those who do not wish to go on giving less than cost price for an article, or who are willing to lend a helping hand to the Magazine, should give in their names, and pay some small subscription for the ensuing year, to Miss Elliott, at Mr Gregory’s, who has kindly undertaken to send the Magazine to Subscribers.
I had seriously thought of putting an end to the Magazine: but I am unwilling to give up the means which it affords me of making Parish matters known, and of sometimes saving a word to you, and I hope that the fourth year of its life may be a more prosperous and useful one. One good which it has done I thankfully acknowledge. I mentioned last month two wants, both of witch were immediately supplied. The first was of some one to manage the Lending Library. I had one or two kind offers: and I can announce that next year it will make a new start. It will be moved from the Parish Room to the School, and books will be given out every Monday at 12-30. Mr Carpenter who has managed it for some time, and to whom all its members are much indebted, is obliged to give it up owing to the state of his health; and it wil1 for the future be under the management of Miss Clarke. The other want was of  help in the Night Scholl. One volunteer kindly came forward in doing useful work, I should like another.		I remain, your faithful Friend,
AH AUSTEN LEIGH.
Foreign Missions
On Nov 22nd, a very interesting lecture was given by the Rev H Hubert Magg, on British Columbia, illustrated by a Magic Lantern. There were nearly 200 present, and all 1istened with great attention. The collection `or the SPG amounted to £1 13s 6d, of which £1 3s 3d was taken at the door, and 10s 3d. from Collecting Boxes.
Home Missions,
There will be Collections in church for Additional Curates Society on Dec 11th, and a meeting will be held in the School on Tuesday, Dec 13th, at 7-30.
WINTERBOURN DOWN.
Dear Readers.
The communication I have to make this month will be surprising to many of you.	I only trust it will not be very disappointing. It is this: that Winterbourn Down is going to retire from partnership in the Magazine. Now having said this I feel that I must give you my reason for so doing. It is just this: that, as far as I can judge, the Magazine does not fulfil that duty towards the Parish which in my opinion a Parish Magazine should do.
The object of a Parish Magazine seems to me to be two-fold, 1st, to keep all concerned in the Parish informed to what is going on, and 2ndly to diffuse throughout the Parish some plain, sound and sensible reading, such as may be of use to the poorest, and simplest of our people. Now to secure these two objects it is of necessity that the Magazine be purchased widely; unless it has a good circulation its objects must fail. Now let me tell you how the case stands here.	About 36 copies of the Magazine are circulated every month; of this number ten go far away from the Parish to friends who are interested in us, leaving, you see, a circulation of 26 in a parish of 800 people, and even this small number may again be reduced by five or six, as they go to friends who though members of our congregation are not included in the population of the Parish. This, I think, is sufficient to prove the failure of the Magazine in respect of its two principle objects. It costs money (for no Magazine really pays) it takes time and trouble, neither of which I should grudge, if it were not for the third fact, it fails in its objects.
At the same time I mean to have a Parish publication of some kind, but as it will be managed in such a way that I shall be personally liable for the whole cost, it must be of a somewhat cheaper character. I propose to localize the "Gospeller," and one hundred copies of this will he	distributed "gratis" every month. Should it be appreciated the number might be increased. I say I shall be personally liable for the cost of this: at the same time I may say that if any of the readers of the old Magazine should care to help me in any new venture, the smallest help will be most gratefully received, and of course I shall take care that those who do give such help are first supplied with a copy of the publication.
Of course to some of our old readers this new plan will not afford quite such advanced reading as the Penny Post, or New and Old, but I would ask them to remember how large a proportion of our people are unable to procure these latter, and that to that portion the large type and simpler words of the Gospeller, may very likely be much more acceptable.
I am yours faithfully,		R ACLAND-TROYTE.
Baptisms.
Nov 74	Martha Lewis and Mary Lewis.
Nov 27	George Edward Lloyd,
Mary Elizabeth Flook.



