	Parish Magazine 1879 - Parishes of Winterbourne and Winterbourne Down
Parish Magazine. 
[This Magazine, in these early years, was a combined one for the four parishes of Winterbourne, Winterbourne Down, Frampton Cotterell and Coalpit Heath. The four pages were delivered together with a national publication of general interest, stories and tracts. The copies being transcribed here are just the local parish pages for Winterbourne and Winterbourne Down, bound together and published in book form covering the years1878 to 1882 inclusive. Other volumes will follow.]

[Items of religious instruction and forthcoming services will be omitted from this transcription.]

Parish Post
1879, JANUARY.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
ATTENDANCE OF CHILDREN AT SCHOOL.
It is very important that the Law as to the employment of Children, and their Attendance at School, should be thoroughly understood ; because a neglect of its rules by Parents will expose them to the risk of being summoned before the Magistrates and fined, and will also disable their children from earning wages as soon as they otherwise might.
1	EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN,
No child under Ten years of age may be employed in paid labour, or for gain, either by Parents or Master.
After the age of Ten, children may be sent to work, if they have got a Labour Pass from the Schoolmaster. To get this Labour Pass they must have passed the 4th Standard at the Government Inspector's Examination, or, if they are more than eleven years old, it will be enough if they have attended School regularly for the last three years. If they are 13 years old by the 1st. of January, 1879 they may go to work without any Certificate or Labour Pass whatever.
2	ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL.
After a child is 5 years old he is obliged by the Law to attend School regularly until he has gained the Labour Pass, or is Thirteen years old, (in 188o, until he is Fourteen,) Children will be admitted into the School after they are Three years old.
The Schools in this immediate neighbourhood in which Labour Passes can be gained are:-1. Winterbourn,	2. Frampton Cotterell.
3. Winterbourn Down. 4. Whiteshill. Other private Schools cannot grant the Labour Pass, nor is attendance at them counted. No children should therefore be sent to these smaller schools after they are five years old.
The object of this Law is to make children attend School regularly until they are old enough to work, A child who attends regularly ought to gain a labour Pass by the time that he is Eleven years old, and no good Parent would wish to send their children to work younger than that. The more regular a child is at School the sooner will he be able to work and earn wages.
THE PARISH MAGAZINE.
For the year 1879 “The Parish Magazine" will be circulated in Winterbourn instead of " The Penny Post"; and it is hoped that it will be more attractive, and that more people will take it in. It may be had either of Mr Rickards at the School, or of Mr Mayall, next door to the Post Office, at 1d a copy; but it will be more convenient if those who intend to take it in regularly will pay in advance 1s for the whole year.
BAPTISMS.
Dec 8		Rosina Allway Tamblyn.
Dec 8		Tryphena Allway Tamblyn.
BURIALS.
Dec 3		Isaac Simmonds, aged 95 years.
Dec 17	Aaron Tovey, aged 4 years.

Parish Post
1879, JANUARY,	All Saints, Winterbourne Down.
REMEMBER THE POOR!
The Severe winter is producing serious distress among the poor. A Soup Kitchen, and other means of relief, have been set on foot in All Saints' parish, and the Vicar & Churchwardens thankfully receive subscriptions for this charitable work.
LECTURE BY THE REV RJ IVES.
A very instructive lecture was delivered on Dec 10 by the Rev RJ Ives, (in place of Mr Randall who was unable to come). The subject was, "The Church and the Bible".
LECTURE BY THE REV RW RANDALL.
Mr Randall has kindly undertaken to lecture on Tuesday Jan 7 in All Saints' Schoolroom, on the following subject: "The Revival of Spiritual Life in the Church". We hope there will be a large attendance, for Mr Randall is so good a speaker that his lecture will certainly be worth hearing. It will begin at 7 o'clock Admission Free. Chairs 3d.
A very pleasant and fairly attended meeting took place on the 17th December, with the object of furthering the work of the Home Missions of the Church. The Organizing Secretary, Mr Whish, was prevented attending by illness; but our good neighbour the Rev CHV Pixell took his place, and gave an interesting and useful address. After the meeting, the collection boxes were opened. The sum of £4 0s 8d has this year been sent from All Saints' Parish to aid the work of the Church's Home Missions.
BURIAL.
November 30, Kate Turner, aged 3 years.

Parish Post
1879, FEBRUARY.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
My DEAR FRIENDS,
The last month has been a very trying one to most of you. To many it has brought loss of work and absolute want: to others heavy calls upon your charity, as well as some care and anxiety. It has been one of those seasons which God sends from time to time prove and to try His servants.
How have you stood the test? I can say with thankfulness that I believe you have stood the trial well, upon the whole. Those who have had the means to do so have given freely to relieve the wants of the poor. I was much struck with the way in which a fund of £18 was raised in a single day by our Churchwardens. It showed that you were ready and willing to help others. I do not publish a list of the givers, as they gave out of kindness of heart, and not to have their names known. Others too, I doubt not, have given secretly. Thanks are also due to the Guardians and Parish Officers, not only for the relief which they have given, but also for the pains which they have taken to enquire into each case. Those, again, who have been in want have done well in bearing their troubles patiently and quietly, and I believe that they are reallv grateful for what has been done for them.
And now for the future. If you have come well out of this trial, you should show it in wiser conduct. The poor especially have had a lesson.	They should be more careful, and not spend their wages as fast as they earn them. Improvidence and intemperance are the faults of too many. Rich and poor alike should learn to care for one another, and help one another.
One lesson which we should all learn is to carry our troubles and our duties to God, for help and direction. I wish that we may all become more regular in our prayers at home, and in our attendance at Church.
It is God who alone can help us, as it is God who tries us or lets us be tried; and troubles of all kinds should lead us to Him.
I trust then that good will come out of these hard times - that we may all be more patient and self-denying, that we may think more about God, and that we may learn to look forward and prepare for the future both in this life and in the life to come.
I remain, Your faithful friend,	AH AUSTEN LEIGH.
BURIAL.
Jan 5		Tryphena Allway Tamblyn. 4 months old.

Parish Post
1879, FEBRUARY,		All Saints, Winterbourne Down.



THE	DISTRESS AMONG THE. POOR
THE long and hard Winter has been the cause of a great deal of distress in this parish, as in most others. Many of the men are dependent for their wages on work in the quarries and in the brick-yard; and the severe frost has for many weeks almost entirely stopped such work. The agricultural labourers and working masons, etc, have also suffered from the same cause.
By the help of kind friends (assisted by the Christmas Offertories in All Saints' Church) I have been able to distribute more than 600 quarts of soup and nearly 300 quartern loaves of bread.	About £2
has been spent in coal for some of the most needy families. A good meal has also been given to 80 persons: viz, unemployed men and their wives, with poor widows a ml old people.
The whole of the fund, which amounted to Fifteen guineas, has now been exhausted. As I write, there seems some chance of the frost breaking up, and consequently some hope of work beginning again,
but, even if this should be so, the present distress will not be immediately removed. A long winter leaves its mark for some time afterwards on the poor. I shall be thankful, therefore, for further help from those who are able to give it.
An account will be published of the receipts and payments of this Relief Fund.
Jan27, 1879.	FW GREENSTREET.
PS - I wish to acknowledge the kindness of the shopkeepers of
Winterbourn Down, in giving goods for the poor at cost price.
BAPTISMS.
Jan 5		Agnes Louisa Ford.
Jan 10		Emily Sargent and Frederick Henry Turner Poole.
Jan 17		Charles Edward Lloyd.

Parish Post
1879, MARCH.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
DURING Lent there will be morning prayers in the Church every Wednesday at 11; and an Evening Service, with sermon, every Friday, in the School at 7.
The School year ends February 28, and the Rector will be glad to receive the subscriptions of any who are willing to subscribe, and have not yet done so. The Inspection will take place on Thursday, March 13, when all the children must make a point of attending.
To the Editor "Winterbourn Magazine".
The admirable address in your number for February from the Rector of the Parish, will not, I hope, fall on senseless ears - "While the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease." "God helps those who help themselves". Let us see if we cannot make some effort to help ourselves before another winter comes round.
Winterbourn has no allotment grounds at all commensurate with its population	Would it not be possible to provide this accommodation for the labouring men, in the form of a club in which any man might secure to himself half an acre or an acre of good land by paying the rent in weekly instalments during the summer months?
Half an acre of ground rented at 25s or 30s would afford useful and profitable amusement in the summer evenings and provide a store of food to fall back upon in the winter. The spectacle of able bodied men begging their bread, need not recur - and the Guardians would not be called upon to save our people from starvation.
I am, dear Mr Editor, Yours,	EDWARD CROSSMAN
BAPTISMS
Jan 26		Thomas Harmer.
Feb 9		Henry Jones.



BURIAL.
Feb 2		Charles England, aged 65.
Feb. 23,	William Bignell, aged 1.

Parish Post
1879, MARCH,		All Saints, Winterbourne Down.
TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS
If any of our Subscribers fail to receive their Parish Post regularly will they kindly let the Vicar know? He will be glad to receive any Subscriptions which have not been already paid for 1879. It is satisfactory to be able to state that the number of readers has increased this year.
LENT,
On every side we hear complaints of "bad times." - Work scarce; wages low; trade dull; a long winter causing much distress. The war news from Africa has added fresh gloom. And in the distance is the dreaded plague, threatening us from the east of Europe. Surely if ever there were a time for humbling ourselves before Almighty God, this is the time. “When Thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness." Let us confess our sins and the sins of our people (Daniel ix 20), which	have deserved heavy punishment at God's hands. Let us keep a true Lent. Let us be often in the house of God, seeking pardon and grace to amend.
EVENTS OF THE PAST MONTH.
The Soup Kitchen, having been opened 14 times, closed finally on February 14. About 1000 quarts were distributed this winter. An account of the Distress Fund will be sent to each kind donor.
A thoroughly good Concert took place at Frenchay on February 4. The profits amounting to the handsome sum of six guineas, were given to the Hambrook Village Hospital. The Committee of that institution return their sincere thanks to the kind promoters and performers.
On February 18 the Rev RW RANDALL gave a capital Lecture in All Saints' on "The Church movement of our own Day." The room was filled, and all present greatly interested and delighted.
On Feb 24 the Sodbury Branch of the E Church Union held a meeting in the same room; too late to be reported this month.
BAPTISMS
Feb 7		Rose Winifred Tuck.
Feb 7		Mary Ann Close.
BURIALS
Feb 1		Elizabeth Bowyer, aged 80 years.
Feb 19		Edward Close, aged 7 months.


Parish Post
1879, APRIL.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
The Collection of March 18th, for the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge was £1/12/-.
BAPTISMS.
Feb 23		Clara Maggs.
March 9	George Henry Wheeler.
March 9	Aaron Wilfred Maggs
March 9	George Frederick Harper.
BURIALS.
Feb 26		Sarah Josephine Marsh, aged 36.
March 23	Ha:riett Pritchard, aged 70.






Parish Post
1879, APRIL,		All Saints, Winterbourne Down.
PROPOSED CEMETERY.
WE HAVE received from a respected correspondent a communication on the subject of a Public Cemetery.	We regret that our limited space prevents us from inserting the whole paper, but the following is the must important part. After remarking that the probable upshot of the various Burial Bills will be the compulsory providing of Parish Cemeteries, our correspondent goes on to observe that in this parish we shall be compelled before long (even without a Burial Act) to make some new provision for the burial of our dead. le The Churchyard of S Michael’s is so full, that for many years past the digging of new graves has necessitated the disturbance of human remains. All Saint’s Churchyard is rapidly filling; and Frenchay will soon have little room to spare. A public Cemetery is not a burden upon the Rates, on the contrary, if properly managed it should, at any rate, be self-supporting, if not actually remunerative. A situation seems already to hand, and the Parish will have itself to blame if it does not provide the means of avoiding all burial disputes. Let the Parish authorities, then, take this matter into their consideration. The old churchyards need not be closed; but a ground, the property of the rate-payers, may be provided, where friends may inter their dead with whatever service or ceremony they may desire.
We have only room to report two very brief remarks on the above. First, that the so-called "BuriaI grievance," is not a genuine grievance, but has been got up for political purposes. Secondly, that the idea of a "Joint-stock Burial company, limited," on commercial principles, with directors and dividends, grates on our feelings.	We prefer the old churchyard - "God's Acre."
School.	The school passed an excellent examination on March 27, shewing a very small percentage of failures. The average attendance for the year was 89, against 65 in the preceding year.
	Library.	30 new volumes have just been added to the Parish Library. 1d a month.
	BAPTISMS
March 2	Frank Albert Woodruff.
March 7	Joseph Henry Cox.
March 7	Jesse Turner.
March 7	Edith Hannah Maggs.
March 7	Frederick William Sydney Garland.
March 7	William Edward Lloyd.
March 14	Henry Fowler.
March 15	Alice Margretha Crossman.

Parish Post
1879, MAY.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
On Sunday May 11, in the absence of the Rector, the officiating Minister will be the Rev Douglas Randolph, of Yate House.
The Cricket Club will set to work as soon as the weather and state of the ground will allow. Matches have been arranged with Almondsbury, Coalpit Heath, Pucklechurch, Iron Acton, Tortworth, and Westbury. There will be practice on Tuesday evenings at Whites Hill, and on Friday evenings at Winterbourn, by the kind permission HW Marsh Esq, at 6 o’clock.
Marriage
April 3rd	William Hanks and Mary Ann Hollister.
Baptisms
April 13th	Dan Pearce.
April 13th	Francis Augustus Hollister.
April 13th	Jane Elizabeth Maggs.
April 13th	William James Mabey.
April 13th	Kate Lewis.
April 13th	Martha Bisp.
April 13th	Fanny Hollister.


Parish Post
1879, MAY,		All Saints, Winterbourne Down.
We had good congregations in Holy Week, and especially on Good Friday. On Easter Day there were 82 Communicants. In the evening the church was crowded, and extra seats had to be brought in.
On Easter Tuesday Messrs. E Crossman, and R Jones were re-appointed Churchwardens for the 21st time and Mr JR Stott was appointed sidesman.
The new Cross, forr which the Guild girls started a subscription in the last Dedication Festival, was placed on the Altar on Easter Day. A debt of £2 5s still remains on it; any help towards defraying this will he gladly accepted by the Vicar.
ALL SAINT' SCHOOL
The number of children examined in Standards by Her Majesty's Inspector was 58. In Reading, 56 passed; in Writing and spelling, 52; in Arithmetic, 48. as many as 47 children passed in all the three
Subjects, and are entitled to	Certificates.	Of the remaining eleven
Children, 6 passed in two subjects, and 3 in one.	Only 2 failed altogether, and both these are backward children in the 1st Standard, just out of the Infants' Room.
The passes were thus distributed: In the first, (lowest), Standard, 58 passes out of 69. In the second, 45 out of 48. In the third, 34 out of 36. In the fourth 16 out of 18. In the sixth, 3 out of 3. Total passes 156 out of 174.
Besides the Children in Standards, 26 Infants under 7 years were presented. This is the best Examination ever held in the School.
BAPTISMS.
April 18	Harry Turner.
April 18	Sam Huish
BURIALS
April 2	Caroline Biggs, aged 8.
April 10	Frederick Protheroe, aged 80.
April 26	Elizabeth Richards, aged 49.

Parish Post
1879, JUNE.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
INSPECTION OF THE SCHOOL.
The Report of the Inspector speaks favourably of the state of the School. The Grant is a very good one, being £87/5/-. This is the largest Grant that the Winterbourn School has ever gained, and is due partly to the increased number of children and partly to the care with which they have been prepared for the examination.
The average attendance was 105.	On the day of Inspection 33 Infants and 78 older children were presented. The Grant would have been still larger had not the attendance of the children, especially of the Infants, been sadly hindered by the severe winter.
FLOWER SHOW.
The Frenchay Flower Show, which has for many years been an annual treat for this Parish, has changed both its name and its place of meeting for this year. It is now called the "Frenchay and South Gloucestershire Horticultural Show," and will be held on Wednesday Aug 20 in a field at Yate Rectory.	The Rules are much the same as last year. Prizes will be given to Cottagers for Vegetables, Fruit Flowers, also for Honey in Comb and Home baked bread, and for the cleanest Garden. There are 50 classes open to Cottagers only, and for each class there are from 2 to 4 prizes, ranging from 10s to 1s. Besides the Cottagers Prizes, there are prizes open to all. Attention is especially to be drawn to prizes offered to children for nosegays of wild Flowers, Ferns, Grasses &c gathered and arranged by themselves. Children have thus a chance of gaining prizes in three classes in each of which there are four prizes offered, ranging from 3s to 1s.
It is much to be hoped that more of our people will try to gain prizes at this show than has been the case hitherto. With care and pains several who nave not hitherto shown, might win some prizes and is worth more than money or honour, might learn to take more interest and pride in their gardens. We sadly want in this Parish brighter and better kept gardens, with creeper trained at the cottage walls, to make Winterbourn and Watley's end look less like ragged Irish hamlets and more like smiling bright English Villages.
BAPTISMS
May 11	Robert Thomas.
May 11	Harriett Hawkins.
May 11	Emily Pearce.
May 11	Jabez Lowe.
May 21	Harry Mayell.
FUNERALS.
April 29	John Ludwell, aged 66.
May 4		Hester Maggs, aged 91.

Parish Post
1879, JUNE,		All Saints, Winterbourne Down.
The ascension Services were fairly attended. though not so largely as they ought to have been.
The number of Communicants on Holy Thursday was 26	The Vicar has to thank several friends for help towards the new Altar Cross, the debt on which is now only thirteen shillings.
MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.
On Rogation Tuesday a Parochial Missionary Association was formed. The Rules will shortly be printed.
ENGLISH CHURCH UNION.
Members of the Union are informed that the Anniversary of the Branch will be held on July 1, at Frampton Cotterell. The Rev GJ Tetley is expected to preach.
THE SCHOOL.
The Government Report has been received, and is extremely “favourable on every point," are the words used. The school has passed in all the "extra subjects"; that is, the Boys in Geography & Grammar, and the Girls in Needlework and Grammar, The Grant has risen from £43/6/- in 1878 to £72/17/-, in the present year. The Inspector draws attention to the over crowded state of the Infants room owing to the Great increase in the number of children. It will be necessary to go to some expense in enlarging the Room. The Diocesan Inspector intends to examine the School in Religious knowledge on June 13.
EASTER OFFERING.
The vicar acknowledges with very sincere thanks, a liberal Easter Offering in the Alms Bag on Low Sunday.
BAPTISMS.
May 9	Mary Ann Wheeler.
May 9	Frank Hooper.
May 9	Mary Ann Adams.
BURIALS.
May 5	Frances Green, aged 6 months.
May 19	Ellen Simmonds, aged 51 years.
May 20	William Marriott, aged 50 years.

Parish Post
1879, JULY.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
	Enlargement of the School.
The increased number of children makes it necessary to enlarge the School, or else forfeit the Government Grant, in part or altogether. At present the School accommodates an average of 130. The average for last quarter was 135, and the attendance on some days has reached 160. There is every probability, too, as the Education Act becomes more thoroughly worked, of these numbers increasing still further.	It is calculated that the work will cost at least £110. The Rector will be very glad to receive subscriptions towards it.
PARISH ROOM.
There will be a short Service in the Parish Room, at Watley's End, every Sunday, at 3.30, beginning July 6. It is especially intended for those who are unable to attend the Services in the Parish Church.
LENDING LIBRARY.
A Lending Library will shortly be set on foot in the Parish. Members will have to subscribe 1s a year, or 6d for half-year. The books will be divided into two classes: 1. Religious.	2. Secular and amusing books.	Each member may have one book out of each class.	Books may be changed twice a month at the Parish Room. The Library is intended chiefly for the poor, but others may become members at the rate of 5s a year, or 2s 6d half-year.
BAPTISM.
June 8		Charles Maggs.
FUNERAL.
June 25	Michael Cooke, aged 48 years.

Parish Post
1879, JULY,		All Saints, Winterbourne Down.
	Choir Entertainment & Outing.
The Choir of All Saints' Church, assisted by a few friends, propose
giving an Entertainment in the Schoolroom, on Monday July 7, at 8pm. Admission: Front Seats 6d, Back Seats 3d. The proceeds will go towards the expense of the Choir Outing, which is fixed for the following Thursday, The programme will include selections from the popular Comic Opera, “HM Ship Pinafore”.
PARISH EVENTS.
The past month has been marked by a good many parochial incidents, which we must briefly chronicle here.
June 12. The Diocesan Inspector came and examined the School in Religious Knowledge. His Report states that on the whole the School passed a very satisfactory examination, and he pronounces the tone and order good.
June 17. The Girls of S Mary's Guild spent a pleasant day at Weston-super-Mare.	Donkeys, bathing-machines, and swings found plenty of employment.
June 17. A new Society was formed, to be called "The Winterbourn Down Young Men's Society." Ten members joined it at first starting.
June 23. In connection with the Parochial Missionary Association an extremely instructive and interesting Lecture was delivered by the Rev AL Moore, on the Life of S Augustine, the first Archbishop of Canterbury. There was a good attendance.
June 24. S. John Baptist's Day. The Annual School Feast took place and was (we need hardly say) thoroughly enjoyed by the children. The Church Service, with a short Address, was at 2.30; then followed Tea in the Vicarage Garden; and then the usual play in Mr Tanner's pretty field. The Workhouse Band attended, giving and receiving their share of pleasure. The day was beautifully fine till about 7pm., when a heavy storm of rain obliged a hasty retreat to be beaten.
The Vicar sincerely thanks all the kind friends who contributed to the school Treat. Also, the two Ladies by whose kindness the remaining debt on the Altar Cross has been defrayed,
BAPTISMS.
June 2		Margaret Elizabeth Flook.
June 8		William John Stallard and William John Carpenter.
June 20	James Stanley.

Parish Post
1879, AUGUST.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
Lending Library
The Lending Library will open on Sept 3. Books may be taken out and exchanged twice in the month, on the first and the third Wednesday of every month, from 7 to 7.30 in the evening. Subscriptions must be paid at the rate of a penny a month for each year or half year. Thus, those who wish to take books out in September must pay 4d, which will last till the end of the year; and then in January- they must pay either 6d or 1s, according as they wish to subscribe for half a year or a whole year. Each member may have two books out at a time, one a story book, the other for Sunday reading. There will be about 220 volumes to start with; of these about half belonged to an old Library and half are quite new. The cost of starting will be about £12 or £13, towards which £2 10s has been granted by both the Pure Literature Society and the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. The rest	is a present to the Parish from the Rector.
	Presents of suitable books will be gladly received.
Mr Carpenter, of Winterbourn Street, will act as Librarian.
ENLARGEMENT OF THE SCHOOL.
The Rector takes this opportunity of letting it be known that he will be obliged if those who are intending to subscribe towards the enlargement of the School will give their donations before the end of this month.
BAPTISMS.
May 11	Harriet Skuse, of Watley's End.
July 13	Charles Edward Cowles, of Frampton Cotterell.

Parish Post
1879, AUGUST,		All Saints, Winterbourne Down.
DEAR PEOPLE,
I am writing this in a North Devonshire Parsonage. It is pleasantly out of the world, being nearly twenty miles from the nearest Railway Station. The "town" contains seven houses, besides the Church and School. There are a good many other dwellings in the parish, but they lie at a distance from one another and from the "town." To get at some of them you have to go up and down break-neck hills, which it would almost kill a Gloucestershire horse to look at. There are high, breezy downs around, miles across, covered with gorse and heather - the latter now coming into flower. Close by is the Bristol Channel, here very wide and a deal cleaner than at Weston-super-Mud. The coast is very beautiful - bold headlands and lovely wooded bays, with no end of romantic waterfalls and queer caves for good climbers to explore.
So you see this is a capital place to spend a holiday in, and I am sure I am very much obliged to my kind friend, Mr Fox, for enabling me to come here while he does my work for me.
One particular piece of work, however, I want done in my absence, in which I must ask the help of all the readers of the Parish Post. The Infants' Schoolroom is over-filled; it is stuffy and unwholesome. Government requires it to be enlarged, and this ought to be done in the Harvest Holidays.	Mr Crossman will tell you how much is wanted, and will receive your subscriptions. When I get home I want to find it all finished. Mind you don't disappoint me!
Yours faithfully, FW GREENSTREET.
Devonshire, July 28, 1879.

Parish Post
1879, SEPTEMBER.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
NOTICES.
School.	The Harvest Holidays will begin Sept 1, and the School meet again on Monday, Sept 29.
Sunday School.	On Sunday afternoon the Sunday School will begin at 2.30 punctually. Every child will be expected to be in school five minutes before the half-hour. The Rector will be glad to hear from anyone who is willing to take a Class in the Sunday School, either permanently or during the month of September, when the regular teachers will be absent.
Parish Room.		On and after Sunday, Sept 7, the Service will be at 6 o'clock in the evening instead of at 3.30.
Lending Library.	Books will be given out for the first time at seven O'clock on Wednesday evening, Sept 3, in the Parish Room, .and again on Wednesday, Sept 17. The Subscription for the rest of the year will be Fourpence,
EVENTS OF THE PAST MONTH.
School Treat.		On Thursday, Aug 7, the children of the Schools, both Sunday and Week day, to the number of nearly 200, had tea at the Rectory; and after tea enjoyed cricket, football, swinging, races, and various games, in the Rectory Field. The Winterbourn Band was in attendance, and many Parishioners of all classes came to look on at, or to assist in, the games. In spite of a little rain there was a good deel of enjoyment, and the music and games were kept up till dark.
Flower Show.		Notwithstanding the rain and the wet state of the ground, the attendance at the Show, in the Rectory Grounds at Yate, was larger than it was last year at Frenchay. The season has been unfavourable, but it is a good sign that the number of exhibitors was
larger than last year.	Mr H Morgan, of Winterbourn, and Mr E Wood, of Watley's End, were among the prize-takers, as well as Mr Baylis. It is a pity that more Cottagers do not show, especially in the class, for the best-stocked and kept gardens. There are some gardens
to the parish which would have had a good chance of winning a prize. Collection for Choir Expenses.	Sermons were preached on August 24th, in the morning by the Rector, and in the evening by the Rev Augustus Austen Leigh, Vice-Provost of King's College, Cambridge. The collection amounted to £3 3s.
BAPTISMS.
Aug 10	Fred Horsman, of Lower Easton.
Aug 10	Clara Pullen of Winterbourn.
FUNERALS.
Aug 24	At Arno’s Vale Cemetery, Elizabeth Quin, aged 60.
Aug 27	Anne Lowe, aged 70.

Parish Post
1879, SEPTEMBER,	All Saints, Winterbourne Down.
To the Editor of the Winterbourne Down Parish Post.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,
From private information received through a bird of the air, I understand that the Harvest Festival, for which Winterbourn Down is so justly famous, is likely to be held on or about Wednesday, September 24. I trust that whatever harvest there is will have been safely gathered in by that time; but I fear that the Harvest Thanksgiving this year will not have been for the plenty or
excellence of the grain stored in England, but rather because seed time and harvest still remain; and because, although producers will suffer here, yet eaters will be fairly supplied by the growth of other lands; and so may be fulfilled that saying that "He that gathered little had no lack." Here, at least, your people have much to be thankful for in having been spared the sad effects of flood and tempest which have visited parts of our own and of other countries. In some places we hear of fields from which the crop has been carried off by water and worthless stones and mud left in its place.	We are told of ruinous damage caused by hail, and we read of one place in Norfolk where the beautiful old Church was set on fire by lightning and in two hours reduced to a perfect wreck, which £10,000 will not be enough to restore. That your people here have been spared these and other calamities may they sing with heart and voice on Sept 24th, and ever,
" Te Deum laudamus." Times are bad, but they might be much worse.
And now, Mr Editor, let me conclude these observations with the hope that Sunday, the 14th, will see you in your place in All Saints' Church and your family settled in the Vicarage, and all with health and strength renewed by your holiday to meet whatever demands may be made upon your time and labour,
I beg to remain, dear Mr Editor, Your very insufficient,
LOCUM TENENS.
P.S.	To prevent disappointment it may be well to say that the hope expressed in your last number that you would find on your return an enlarged Infant School does not seem likely to be fulfilled.
I see no scaffolding and hear no sound of mason's hammer, so I conclude that if it is going to be done it will have to be carried out by magic. But perhaps the hatching may be more successful and may produce in the end a better chick if the subject is sat upon for another year. In the meantime it is to be hoped that the heads of the too numerous infants may not have become quite addled.

Parish Post
1879, OCTOBER.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
THE HARVEST AND HARVEST SERVICES.
MY DEAR Friends,
It is not easy to choose the right words in which to speak to you about 
the Harvest and Harvest Services this year. The country is experiencing one of the worst harvests within man's memory, both in quantity and quality.	Throughout England wheat, barley, oats, turnips, peas, and potatoes are all below the average, and in many parts the crops of hay have been swept off by floods, and the pasturage destroyed for the year. It is true that on our dry soil the crops are better than in most places, but even here we must go a long way back to find a harvest with so scanty a yield, and one which has been so difficult and so expensive to gather in. Landlords, farmers, and labourers suffer first; and, coming, as it does, on the top of several bad years, it has brought heavy losses on all those who gain their livelihood from the land.
God has seen fit to afflict us, and while we bow in humble submission under his fatherly hand , trusting that what he is sending us will be for our good, and thankful that he is dealing with us as with sons, we cannot but acknowledge the force of the Apostle's words - "No chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous but grievous," and feel that though we may bring ourselves to kiss the rod, we cannot and ought not to laugh and sing under it.
Still there is a bright side even to this harvest. Things are bad, but they might, be worse ; and they are hardly so bad as to call for a general day of humiliation. The people of England can still buy food at reasonable prices, the seasons keep on in their track, and the gathering in of such crops as we have brings its proof of the bounty of God, and of the regularity of the laws of nature by which he works.
The exceptional character of this year, for, thank God, it is exceptional, suggests to us special lessons, and brings those lessons home to us with special force. Let us pray that God's chastening, grievous as it is at present, may yield us after-wards fruits of peace and righteousness; and then, but not till then, shall we see that "what our Father doth is well," and be able to thank him from the bottom of our hearts.
I invite you, therefore, to devote the second Sunday of this month, October 12, to the thoughts and devotions that are especially suitable to the circumstances of this Harvest; and I propose to speak to you all that day, both in the morning and afternoon, on the subject, and to try to read myself, and to help you to read, the lessons which God is teaching us.
I remain, yours faithfully, ARTHUR W AUSTEN LEIGH.
BLANKET CLUB.
Secretary: MISS CALLAGHAN.
Subscriptions to the Blanket Club are now due. The blankets will be given out at Mrs Shipway's, on Wednesday, the 5th of November, at ten o'clock. Considerable annoyance, during the past year, having been caused in several cases by the detention of the blankets, Subscribers are requested to impress on the recipients of their charity that the blankets must be returned to Miss Calllaghan at the date named on each of the tickets.
NOTICES:	Sunday School.	The school on Sunday having been closed during the, alteration of the schoolroom, will meet again on Sunday, Oct 5.
LENDING LIBRARY.	Books can be changed on October 1 and October 15.
BAPTISM.
Sept 14	Elizabeth Young Hiscox.
BUR1ALS.
Sept 14	Joseph Knapp, aged 72.
Sept 21	Luke Simmonds, aged 79.

Parish Post
1879, OCTOBER,	All Saints, Winterbourne Down.
THE DEDICATION FESTIVAL.
ARRANGEMENTS are being made for the Feast of the Dedication. On All Saints' Eve (Friday, Oct 31) the Rev W Purton, Vicar of St. Anne's, Willenhall, will preach at Evensong, seven o'clock. He will also, it is hoped, address the Communicants at the eight o'clock Celebration on All Saints' Day. The Revs AH Ward and K Ives will be among the preachers during the Octave. 
THE RECENT HARVEST FESTIVAL.
A good Christian does not neglect to say grace, although he has been disappointed of his expected haunch of venison and is obliged to put up with eggs and bacon. Yet some have said, "Because the harvest is less abundant and not got in so well as usual, therefore don't thank God for it!" We, on the other hand, thought that we ought to thank the Giver, whether for little or for much. So we had our Feast of Ingathering as usual on the 24th September. It was a little too early, that was the only fault. We joined in Holy Communion, the "Sacrifice of Praise and Thanksgiving." We held a joyous Service of Song in the afternoon. And, as Christian joy must never be selfish, we collected our offerings (£9 7s 9d.) for Missionary work in Bombay. Later in the evening we gathered together again, as friends and neighbours, over a social cup of tea, and thought it no sin to indulge in cheerful talk and music with "our sisters and our cousins and our aunts."	Perhaps, after all, the day was as well spent as if we had passed it in sighing over the "bad times" and grumbling against God's Providence. At all events, let those who object to tea-drinking in a tent these bad times set the example of self-denial in their own dining-rooms and drawing-rooms. Till then let them not grudge us poor folk our shilling's worth of tea and song.
NEWS !	The Bristol papers gravely tell us that the chalices “were placed on the super-altar and filled with flowers!!" Also, that "the Choir was largely augmented by choristers from neighbouring churches", (there was exactly one).	Also, that "the two sons of the Vicar" (poor fellows!) sang selections from HMS Pinafore. Also, that the Rev EF Greenstreet is Vicar of All Saints.	(What	has become of "old	Mr Greenstreet" they don't say.)
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1879, NOVEMBER.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
COTTAGE ALLOTMENTS.
THE Rector is letting out a field at Winterbourn in about 20 lots of a quarter of an acre each, the tenancy to be considered as beginning on last Michaelmas Day. Applications for allotments should be made to him at once. In choosing his tenants he will give a preference to those who have large families and small gardens, and who live near to the field. The conditions upon which the allotments are let are as follows:
1.-Each allotment contains about a quarter of an acre, for which a rent of £1 is to be paid on every Midsummer Day.
2.-The tenant is not liable for rates, taxes, or tithe nor for keeping up the boundary fence.
3.-The land must be dug-not ploughed - and must be manured and cultivated in a proper and husband-like manner
4.-Each tenant must keep the part of the roadway which adjoins his allotment clean and in good order.
5.-The tenant can give up his allotment, or be removed by the landlord, only at Michaelmas, and three months' notice must be given on either side, except in the following cases, that is to say, if the tenant be one month in arrear his rent, or if he underlet any portion of his allotment, or if he works in his allotment on a Sunday, or if he be convicted of any offence against the laws of his country in either of these cases he shall be liable to be deprived of his allotment at the end of the year of his holding without any notice.
Winterbourn Blanket Club.
The subscriptions of the past year, amounting to £5 4s, enabled the Secretary to keep up the usual supply of blankets, and 106 were lent to poor people. The Secretary regrets that through removal and other causes the charity has lost several of its former supporters, but she thankfully acknowledges the subscriptions of the present year as, follows…
Rev AH Austin Leigh	10/0
Mrs Marsh			5/0
Mrs Austin Leigh		10/0
Mrs S Matthews		5/0
Mrs Callaghan		10/0
Mrs C Sargent		5/-
Mrs Bull			5/-
Miss Sargent			5/-
Mrs Gregory			5/-
Mrs Wilson			5/-
Mrs Hayward			5/-
Miss Matthews		2/6
Mrs Robert Jones		5/-
Mrs Morgan			2/6
Miss Lawrence		5/-
BAPTISMS.
Oct 12		Violet Winifred Austen Leigh, The Rectory.
Oct 12		Graham Smith, Sturden Court.
Oct 12		Nathan Derrick, Flaxpits.
Oct 12		Jane Hawkins, Watley's End.
Oct 12		Clara & Henry Sollis, Winterbourn.
Oct 12		Sydney Charles Ralph, Watley's End.
Oct 12		Ada Emily Thornell, Watley's End.
	BURIAL.
Oct 12		Mary Jackson, of Watley's End, aged 80.
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1879, NOVEMBER,	All Saints, Winterbourne Down.
ALL SAINTS' DEDICATION FESTIVAL.
FROM November 1 to November 8 there will be daily Celebration of Holy Communion; on Saturday and Sunday at 8 o'clock; after Sunday at q 30.
There will be daily Sermons at Evensong:-October 31, Rev W Purton, Vicar of St. Anne's, Willenhall. Nov 1, Rev AH Ward, Warden of St. Raphael's Bristol. Nov 2, Rev C.HV Pixell, Rector of Frampton Cotterell. Nov 3, Rev CA Smithies, Curate of Roath.	Nov 4, Rev WHP Harvey, Vicar of Chipping Sodbury. Nov 5, Rev AWJ McNeile, Curate of Bedminster. Nov 6, Rev J Dunn, Vicar of S John, Bathwick, Nov 7, Rev AHF Burder, Curate of S. Barnabas.
Parochial Tea on Monday, Nov 3, in Schoolroom, at 5.30 pm Admission, 6d.
ECU Meeting on Wednesday, Nov 5, at 5.30. Rev JP Myles and others will speak.
CBS Ward Meeting on Thursday, Nov 6, after Evensong.
CONFIRMATION.
The Vicar will be glad to receive the names of persons who desire to be prepared for Confirmation.
CHRISTMAS TREE.
It is proposed to have a Christmas Tree for the children of the Day School. As more than 100 gifts will have to be provided, any help in this way will be thankfully received at the Vicarage.
A Basket, marked with the owner's name, was lost at the Harvest Festival. Will the person who has it kindly send it to the Vicarage? Another basket lies there unclaimed.
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1879, DECEMBER.		St Michael’s, Winterbourne.
THE OLD YEAR.
The year has not been an unimportant one in the annals Winterbourn. In the first place it will be always remembered here and elsewhere for its weather. The long frost during the early part of it brought great distress upon our poor, The trial was borne patiently, and it called forth much generosity among those who were able to give. A sum of nearly £20 was raised by the Church Wardens for public distribution, and much was given privately in money, food, and soup. The spring and summer did not bring as much work with them as was hoped, owing to the wet and the bad state of trade generally, and so the year 1879 has been marked by its bad weather, its bad harvest, and its want of work. It must not be forgotten, however, that the months of October and November have been unusually fine, and that so good a season for wheat sowing has rarely been known. This makes it possible that the harvest of 1880 may be as good as that of 1879 was bad. In the second place the past year had been marked in this parish by earnest and persistent endeavours to carry out the law in educational matters, and oblige careless parents to send their children to school. These endeavours have met with some success, but have been hindered partly by the advantages of regular attendance not being thoroughly understood. If children are kept at school regularly from the age of 5, they will probably be able to go to work at 10, and certainly at 11 years old. The difficulty always arises in the case of irregular children. It is to be noted that parents who are unable to pay for their children's schooling are to apply to the Committee, which will meet at Hambrook on the last Monday of every month at 5pm.
There are other events more particularly connected with the parish…
The evening Service on Sundays at the Parish Church was tried during the summer, and seemed to be liked by the parishioners.
Enlargement of the School was undertaken during, the harvest Holidays, and room for 40 more children obtained.
The parish Room was opened for Service in July, and has been very well attended.
A lending Library has been started and already possesses 240 volumes.
Cottage allotments to the number of 24, of a quarter of an acre each, have been let out by the Rector of Winterbourn.
The above are the chief public and parish events of the past year. May our losses and our gains, our successes and our failures, our patience and our activity, fit us all for doing our duty, and becoming more wise and prudent and good during the year 1880.
Lending Library.	The books will be given out at 8, after the service, instead of 7, on Dec 3 & 17.
BAPTISM.
Nov 9		Eliza Louise Goodman.
BURIAL.
Nov 2		 William Mann, aged 70.
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INCREASE OF ALL SAINTS' ENDOWMENT.
The churchwardens have put forth an Appeal for contributions towards the endowment of the Benefice of All Saints', Winterbourn Down. The Venerable the Archdeacon of Bristol supports the Appeal in the following words: "I feel very strongly that better provision ought to be made than that which now exists for the Vicar of Winterbourn Down, and I heartily commend to the support of the members of our Church the ffort that is now being made to obtain an augmentation of the value of the Benefice." The present endowment is £91 and house. Up to this date (Nov 27) the Churchwardens’ Appeal has brought promises amounting to £815, including a grant of £125 from the Diocesan Association. It is hoped the Ecclesiastical Commissioner will meet this with a like sum from the Church funds at their disposal, and the annual interest will then be paid to the Vicar. It is intended to keep the account open for any further contributions that may come in, and which will be, gladly received by either of the Churchwardens, or by W Gales Coles, Esq, of Stuckey’s Bank, the Treasurer of the Fund.
NOTICES.
The Rev AB Donaldson promises to give a Lecture on the Home Missions of the church in the Schoolroom, in the second week in Dec. Collectors will please bring their boxes.
The Christmas Tree, it is hoped, will be lighted on Saturday Evening, Dec 27. We wish the tree to bear fruit for more than 120 regular scholars in the Day School.
It is proposed to give a cheap Carol Concert on Tuesday, Dec 30.
HAMBROOK VILLAGE HOSPITAL
Collections will be made for this excellent Hospital on the second Sunday in Advent, Dec7.
Received:		For Christmas tree: OPG, 5s; Miss A, 5s.
For the Poor in coming winter, FCG, £1.	For enlargement of Schools: A Friend, £1.

[End of 1879]



