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[Editor’s Notes – in this letter, from Lizzie Perry, it is Christmas and very hot. Lizzie sends home a likeness and seems to have received one from Louisa. Harry Stone has written. Lizzie thinks Louisa may be thinking of getting married. There is much talk of folks at home. ]

Dec 23 1866.
My Dear Louise,
	I shall this time write direct to you, for I suppose although you have left ‘The Beeches’ you will still be in the land of the living. You see I am writing two days, only before Christmas, I cannot believe it neither could I       and it makes me miss all and one at this time more than I have since I left home.
	We have a party on Xmas Day for which I am rather glad. Last year we were so quiet at Queenscliffe that I felt very dull. I hope to have New Years day as I want to go on a little excursion but the weather is so hot that it half kills me to go about. Today the North wind blows and to go out of doors is like putting your head in an oven. We keep all windows and doors shut which is the only way to keep the house cool. Our house is very cool inside where my work lies and my pantry is very nice and cool. We also have the sea breeze but I shall be glad when the hot weather is over.
	I am getting thin especially in my arms and thighs but you won’t think so by my likeness for I have no shape in that, but that is the fault of the jacket nothing else.
	Forgive me for going so far without thanking you for your       which is very nice indeed, so nice that I am quite ashamed of mine, but there it is, no use of my competing with a good figure like yours, but I need not tell you this for you are quite aware of it yourself am I not right? I do hope you will get a nice place again and not go too far from Emily.
	Would you mean to have the old chap you speak so respectfully of. Don’t get married unless you are sure you like him.
	I am amused at the tone of Harry Stone’s letter but we must not always think of him as a child. I should never be surprised to see him out here.
	You must understand Sam sent me your letter to him which if he had not done so, I should have had only the note from Emily but I must not grumble for you are all very kind to me. I hope Polly will be comfortable at Mrs Evans. Strange she should be there again.
	I was glad she feels different to what she once did and neither of them would profess anything they did not feel.
	I am glad to hear Miss Antell is well. Give my kind regards to her. I must ask Sam to enlighten me on the subject of the cakes and the red stockings. I hope your old Charley is not drowned, did he sail for Melbourne? Did Emily get stuck in the mud going to hospital or did she walk her shoes off trying to find it. Ah well it’s a queer country. I hope you will have a Merry Xmas a Happy New Year all of you but I fear my wishes will come late in the day. I hope I may be with you before another but will tell you in a month or two. I send the photo for dear Polly with my love and if I can get any better, you shall have them.
	I will try and get one of Jessie. You have not to thank Sam for       with       a       him for they were both mine.
	I wish Father would have his taken for me. Give my love to Uncle Hale, Martha and all. She has never wrote to me yet. I will try and send her a few line next mail.
	Now dear Louise with love to yourself and all.
	I am your affectionate Sister.
		Lizzie
			Excuse the writing, Good bye.


