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[Editor’s Notes – in this letter, from Samuel Perry, he visits the Potters 20 miles away. He is still working in the gold mine, where a fatal accident occurred in the adjacent claim. He gives details of his wages. There is disease in the cattle causing meat prices to rise. The American war has ended. Lizzie’s intended has written. Something has happened at home between Polly & James Bowen.]

Boolarook, Rocky Lead, Nov 20, 1865.
Dear Sister,
	Another month has rolled by but no letter from home, the mail is overdue and is nearly always a week or ten days behind time. Lizzie was disappointed in not hearing by last mail. I told you in former letter of Lizzie being up here for a short time. I think she enjoyed herself pretty well, it was a change for her. She will tell you all about her visit when writing home. Christmas will soon be here, a happy happy one to you all and many of them. My 2 last Christmases I have spent at sea and would willingly spend this one there if Homeward bound. I have partly promised Lizzie I would come and see her at Christmas but am not certain as yet. Most likely there will be excursions trains. I also mentioned Lizzie having left her situation. She is living close to her former one. I have not heard lately from her, most likely Lizzie is waiting for mail before writing. I was out at Potters this month a distance of 20  miles from here, a rough wild forest plenty of trees and few people. I missed my track, night came on with rain I was both tired and hungry and wet into the bargain. I lit a fire by a big old tree and waited for morning. I had not gone a quarter of a mile before I pulled 3 huts. I had something to eat there and got to Potters all right. I would like for you to have seen me stuck under a tree waiting for morning but that is not the first time so I am pretty well used to it. Potter and family are quite well, he has wrote home again but feared one of his former letters had miscarried. Dear Louise if you see little Harry Stone please give my love to him and remember me to all who may ask for me. I am still working in Claim and likely to do so unless something better is offered which is rather unlikely, the news from New Zealand being very indifferent and I don’t intend throwing up a certainty for a uncertainty. I am sorry to state we had a sad and fatal accident adjoining our Claim. 2 poor fellows was killed below, the earth fell in on them, they were killed instantaneously, they lay there a long time before they could be got. They were cold and stiff, one of the 2 had the pick still in his hand as though he was in the act of picking, the first down which no doubt he was. The timber capsized on them. I cannot explain to you fully how it occurred. We are engaged at the same work, it requires one to be careful of what they are doing and also thoroughly to understand their work. We followed them to their last resting place, one of our men an Italian got hurted a long time since, he is now come out of the Hospital but unfit for work. Our Company allow him £1.0.0. pound per week. The Claim is paying £2.7.6 per man per week but I hope in the course of six months it will be better. It is very warm here and will be so for some months to come. How are you getting on at Brislington, you was home at Flower Show and poor Emily got robbed of her purse, it was annoying to her no doubt. Emily generally get served the worst of all of you and the most carefull. 
	Morning of 21st. I hear the mail is in, we shall most likely receive letters tomorrow. Meat is a fearful price at home it is dearer here than ever it has been. Since I have been in the Colony there has been a disease with the cattle here for this last 3 years, they call it here Pleurio Peumonia, it attacks their lungs. Many things have been tried to cure them, the only cure I think is to let the disease die out, it seems to come the same way as Cholera and many other diseases and goes away the same. The War in America is at an end, there has been a fearful sacrifice of life and money. Is Charlie Shubert at home still? I should think it was getting low water with him the Great Brittain is on her passage home. Thomas Whereat is gone back in her, I believe he was very ill all the passage but I received a letter from Stephen Chapman when she arrived at Melbourne. He sais he intended leaving her and would write me again, I have heard nothing of him since so I do not if he is gone home in her again I am rather inclined to think he is otherwise he would have wrote me.
	Should you go to Bath please remember me to Miss Antell and the Monks. Ask Miss Antell where he wears red stockings yet, you may remember the fuss we had at Bath, I liked her the best of any at home, she was not proud or consequential the same as most girls. I received a letter from Lizzie’s intended but whether it will come to a match I am sure I do not know. The only time I knew him was aboard ship, when Lizzie was up here we had a little talk about him and her remarks I thought sensible but talking of sense Emily has more than the whole of us put together. She could buy and sell us all good sound practical sense. I mean it seems a mystery to me about James Bowen his friends is at the bottom of it, rely on it that he loved dear Polly I am sure of. Another thing is strange to me I cannot make out about Aunt’s Property, I would like to know how Uncle’s Will is worded, one could then form an idea. 
	Dear Lou you must not think this a short letter for I have mustered  all I can think of. With love to one and all.
	Believe me ever your Loving Affectionate Brother, Samuel Perry.
	A Happy Happy Christmas.



