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	[Editor’s Notes – in this first letter, from Samuel Perry, the year is 1865. Samuel has left Frenchay and is living in Rocky Lead, Victoria, Australia and works in a gold mine. It is his second time living in Australia but he does not feel so settled this time, thinking all the while of home. He is writing to his sister Louise who is now living in Brislington, Bristol. Another sister, Emily, still living at home with their mother and father in Frenchay, is feeling very solitary now that her brothers and sisters are no longer at home. Another sister, Lizzie, has also gone to Australia and has been living at Melbourne. She has been to see Samuel at Ballarat, and he took her down the gold mine to show her how they work. She stayed with shipmates before returning to Melbourne and a new situation. She has been staying with the Jefferies family of Downend, Bristol. One Thomas Whereat has arrived on the SS Great Britain and will be going home again on her when he is feeling better. A letter to Samuel from Stephen Chapman says he thinks of staying here and Samuel is hopeful he will be near him. Samuel wishes to be remembered to the Monks at Bath, and to Miss Antell and sends his love to Harry Stone.
	In the 1851 Census, the Perry family living at Frenchay were: father James aged 47, a baker; mother Esher aged 44, a laundress; daughter Emily aged 19, a laundress; son Samuel aged 17, a gardener; son James aged 14, an errand boy; daughter Elizabeth aged 12; daughter Louisa aged 10; daughter Mary aged 7.	In 1861, only son James and daughter Emily are still living with the parents.]

Boolarock, Rocky Lead, October 10, 1865.
Dear Louise,
	You must not think that you are forgotten. I wrote by last but one to you but not knowing your address I could not direct it straight to Brislington. Since then I have got your address from Lizzie. She had been up here to see me, having left her place at Melbourne. She wrote to me to say she would be at Ballarat by a certain time and for me to write or come to Ballarat. I wrote to Ballarat asking her to meet me at Creswick Creek. Instead by that Lizzie came direct here to me. I was glad to see her. She is looking very well and likes the country much better than myself. Lizzie stayed with me two days and then went to Creswick Creek to a shipmate of ours. Lizzie stayed with our shipmate and then went back to Melbourne again. There is nothing here that would suit Lizzie. I received a letter yesterday from Lizzie, I am happy to say she has obtained a situation near to where she was living before. I am glad Lizzie is settled before the mail leaves as it will be more satisfactory to you at home and I know how anxious poor mother is for us all. She has been staying in town with the Jefferies people from Downend, very quiet respectable people. Lizzie is disappointed in not hearing by this mail. I must write to Lizzie tomorrow if possible. Tom Whereat has been very ill all the passage but I believe is now much better and going home again in the Brittain. I received a letter from Stepen Chapman he thinks of staying here. I wish there was something here that would suit him. I would much like him to be near here. I must not forget to tell you Lizzie went down below and up to the end of the Drives a distance of 1200 feet. She said she would like to go below and see how we worked. Lizzie will be able to tell you all about it when she writes. She had her food with us and seemed amused at our style of living but said we were much more comfortable than she expected to find us. I am comfortable enough as far as living is concerned but I am far from being satisfied. I cannot reconcile myself to this country, I do not feel at home here the same as I used to when here before. Everything seems very different to me, I know it nonsense feeling so for I am sure there is a much better chance here than at home for one but still thoughts of home is ever uppermost in my mind and please God I hope to back again someday if I have health and strength. I am glad to hear all are well at home. Emily had nothing to write last mail. Poor Emily says it is very solitary now at home us being all away. I could endorse that sentiment for believe me dear Louise I feel solitary as well. Life is full of changes. Lizzie was disappointed in not hearing by this last mail I will tell her the cause I hope she will like her situation and also that she will find everything comfortable. I received a letter this week from Lizzie’s intended, whether they will ever come together it is difficult to say. I think they agree pretty well and he appears a respectable man. I am speaking from what I have seen of him but that is but little as for myself I think there is every probability of my being a bachelor, there is none can tell what is in store for them nor is it right we should know. Please remember me to the Monks at Bath also give my love to Miss Antell tell her she ought to have come to Frenchay before we left but perhaps she had not the cake as father used to speak about. How kind of you all to send parcel for us. Thank poor mother Louise for us. Mother is good to her children can never do enough for us. Father is a bit queer sometimes but for all that he would do anything for us that he thought would benefit us. We have all a something and if we live to be father and mothers age we will be queer enough too there is not doubt of it. I am still working in Claim. I am very thin. I go to work at 12 tonight it is now 11 o’clock. I have not felt very well lately.
	me to all that may enquire for me and my love to all at home not forgetting little Harry Stone and believe me Dear Lou Your Loving and Affectionate Brother
							Samuel Perry.



