GFS Trip to London - 1937
3 July 1937	London Trip:
Four members caught the 7am bus to Bristol this morning. Miss Elliott kindly arranged for a taxi to take us from the Centre to the station so that we might be under the clock at the appointed time, 7-30am, to Miss Vibert and the rest of the party. The sun was shining beautifully and gave promise of a glorious day.
As the train steamed out of the station at 7-50 Miss Elliott and Miss Braithwaite had gone to London a few days previously and so met the party at Paddington at 10am. It was here that the party spilt up, Miss Elliott hurrying one of her members, M Huish, because she was to play a piano-torte solo for the GFS Inter-Diocesan Competitions at Corton Hall. Miss Vibert took the party that wanted to see the Tower, and Miss Braithwaite took another member and myself to Madame Tussauds. We went by underground to Baker Street and the first thing we did was to have coffee and biscuits for which we have to thank Miss Braithwaite. We then spent a very interesting hour going round the Exhibition, making good use of our brains, before looking at the catalogue.
The next move was to Townsend House to see the competition work. We found that Frenchay had done very well. M Sawyer’s GFS Knowledge Paper was Very Highly Commended, H Fidler’s Crochet jumper Commended and D Packer’s nightdress Highly Commended. We were also pleased to meet Miss Way, our Diocesan President.
We made our way to the GFS Restaurant near Caxton Hall for lunch. On arrival there we found Miss Elliott and M Huish. Eager enquiries were made as to how Marjory had got on with her music. We found that she had gained fourth position. Rather a rushed meal followed as there were many waiting for tables. We then set out for Wembley.
At Baker Street we were joined by Miss Vibert and her party and during the rest of the journey we were told how much they had enjoyed their visit to the Tower of London.
This is an account given by one of the Frenchay members: The first thing we saw on our arrival was the Tower Bridge opening and a large ship passing through. Then we saw where Henry VIII killed his wives; a piece of ground was roped off for this purpose and a brass plate was there with an inscription on it. It was put there by Queen Victoria to mark the place. We also saw where Lady Jane Grey washed the body of her headless husband and the tower where the two little princes were murdered; also where the prisoners were kept. After this we went to the White Tower where all the armour, spears, swords & revolvers were kept. There were two models of the Tower which were made indifferent years. In another room was the execution block. The crown jewels were a sight not to be missed. So ended our visit to the Tower. After lunch, having a few minutes to spare, we went into All Hallow’s Church, which is opposite the Tower. Here the lamp is continually kept burning.
By this time we had arrived at Wembley and walked to the Empire Stadium. It was about 2-30 and we found that we had excellent seats, a good view of the King and Queen when they arrived. We were all delighted when Miss Way joined us. The whole crowd was getting pretty excited as those taking part in the March Past were making their entry into the arena, forming up facing the Royal Box. The trumpets sounded to indicate the arrival of their Majesties, cheers were given by the whole assembly as the King, Queen and two Princesses took their places on the dais. The National Anthem was then played, and the King was presented with a figure of Youth and the Queen with a bouquet. Afterwards the March Past began. Forty different organisations took part; 1,400 altogether.
As the GFS group marched past the dais the King was heard to remark, “That’s a very pretty shade of blue”. At the end of the March Past, the Royal Party moved back into the Royal Box. We did not have such a good view of their Majesties now, and had to content ourselves with an occasional view of the top of the Queen’s hat. The programme was a long one, also a very good one, and it is hard to describe which one liked the most. The colours were arranged most effectually. Some of the GFS were taking part in the ‘Keep Fit Demonstration’ and were dressed in green. This was also a very pretty colour scheme of green, blue and brown. The Women’s League of Health and Beauty looked very neat in their black shorts and white blouses. During the performance, Miss Way very kindly bought us all an ice, which was most welcome & very much appreciated by the whole party. We did not stop for the last item – ‘A Camping Display by the Boy Scouts’ because we thought it would be easier to get away and so avoid the crowd later. After a very enjoyable afternoon, we once more made our way by underground to Baker Street. We had a late tea at Tussaud’s Restaurant. For which we have to thank Miss Elliott, and so we had missed the 6-30 pm train from Paddington, telegrams etc had to be sent off because the next train we were able to leave by was the 9-45pm, arriving in Bristol in the early hours of Sunday morning. This done, some of the party felt they would like to go round Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, as we were right on the spot, so Miss Vibert’s Party with Miss Elliott and Marjory went into the exhibition while the remaining party decided to wait for them in the Regent’s Park.
8-30 found us all together again, and this time we had no choice but to make our way to Paddington. We were very sorry to leave after a day well spent. The train left punctually at 9-45 and for a while tongues were very busy discussing the day’s events, but soon everyone began to feel sleepy, & tried to get a little sleep. It was about 1-15 Sunday morning when we arrived at Temple Meads, and it was raining very heavily. We now had to say goodbye to some of the party, Miss Vibert was taking half the party to their homes in her car, and Miss Elliott and the Frenchay Members had a taxi, again we have to thank Miss Elliott. It was 1-45 when we reached Frenchay; we all felt tired but very happy after our trip to London, and our thanks are due to Miss Braithwaite, Miss Vibert and Miss Elliott, who made the day a tremendous success.
		M Huish, B Higgins, E Harris, D Packer.


