CHAPTER IV.
  
Other Places of Worship, Halls and Village Hospital.

THE UNITARIAN CHURCH, FRENCHAY.
THIS is sometimes described as "The Presbyterian Meeting House" and a brief account, in 1922, says that the original building existed shortly before the Friends' Meeting House (1672). Another account says:
The origin and exact date of the Society at Frenchay is uncertain. A deed of 1691 conveys the land occupied by the meeting house and burial ground to the congregation. Several of the important merchants of Bristol were trustees.
The present building dates from 1720. The first minister mentioned is Joseph Tyler (1715), who is said "to have been at Frenchay with 200 hearers."
Joshua Griffith was minister 1741-60, and was succeeded by David Lewis, who died at Frenchay in 1772.
Samuel Thomas came next, who is described as "a fine specimen of the ancient Presbyterian School--in his sentiments probably an Arian." He had a large school at Hambrook; among his scholars were two sons of Dr. Priestly, who occasionally preached here. He died in 1803, and was succeeded by Jillard Hort, and from 1815-24 Michael Maurice was minister. He lived in the house now known as Clarendon House, where he took pupils. He was father of the well-known John Frederick Denison Maurice, who went to Cambridge from here in 1823.
Others followed, and Henry Edward Howse, who purchased Clarendon House in 1842, was minister for some time. For very many years there has been no resident minister, the services on Sunday evenings being taken by ministers from Bristol.
Many members of families well known in the parish are buried in the graveyard; Robert Bruce, of Cliff Court (1838), and Mary, his wife; Robert Bruce, his son (1874), and Isabella, his wife; John Good (1785) and Elizabeth, his wife; Nathaniel Good (1829) and Hester, his wife; Samuel Hobbs (1831) and Mary, his wife; Joseph Norgrove (1878) and Jane, his wife; Walter Norgrove (1929) and Emily Sarah, his wife; Thomas Bridgman Pendock (1932) and Mary Ann, his wife (1880); William Perry, of the Wool Factory (1900), and Elizabeth, his first wife (1873).
An interesting feature in the graveyard is the large "body snatchers" stone, which was placed over newly-made graves at the period when body snatching, for the purpose of dissection, was prevalent.

THE FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE, FRENCHAY.
	The site was originally included in the grounds of Frenchay Lodge. In 1671 William Woolley conveyed to George Cole, of Stapleton, "All that piece of ground containing 16 lugs, lately inclosed about with a stone wall, whereupon a house is lately begun to be erected." In 1673 George Cole conveyed it to six trustees, who in 1676 made a declaration that they shall and will at all times for ever hereafter permit and suffer the said piece of ground to be holden and enjoyed to and by and for the People of God now in scorn called Quakers for their common and usual place of Meeting and Assembling for the Worship of the Lord, and also permit any other sober and orderly persons to assemble with them.
In 1791 Hannah Rogers, of Frenchay Lodge, demised to the trustees, as an addition to the burial ground, a piece of land, 44 by 50 feet, "for 3,000 years at an annual rent of a pepper corn, if demanded." Additions to, and alterations in the original buildings were made at different times. In 1807 John Gayner, of Filton, and his co-trustees conveyed the buildings in trust to new trustees, among whom were Joseph Storrs Fry, and members of the Sturge family, and in 1808 a Committee was appointed for their complete reconstruction; this Committee reported in the following year that "the new meeting house is now completed and that the expense thereof amounts to £925 5s. 10d."
The connection of the Society of Friends with the parish began in 1654 when John Audlam and John Cam held a meeting in the orchard of Robert Cole in Winterbourne. From that time meetings were held for many years in a building belonging to Hezekiah Cole, who occupied a house on the site of the present Winterbourne House. George Fox, the founder of the Society, visited him in 1677.
"A Collection of the Sufferings of the people called Quakers," says:
In this year (1677) John Meredith, Justice of the Peace, signalised himself by fiercely persecuting the Quakers. He beat William Bennet and William Wade unmercifully with his two hands; he took John Silcock by the hair of his headand pluckt him out of the meeting house at French-Hay into the yard, and then drew his knife, and said he would mark him, but was prevented by the Interposition of his Clerk and others. He pluckt John Bawn out of a meeting by the hair of his head; he also caused the forms and benches to be cut to pieces, and with his staff broke five glass windows to pieces, not leaving one whole Quarry.
The Toleration Act of 1689 granted the right of religious worship, with some limitations, to Protestant non-conformists, but acts of persecution did not altogether cease.

Callowhill and Penn.
From about 1700 onwards very many of the larger houses in Frenchay were occupied, at one time and another, by members of the Society; in 1706 Thomas Callowhill, of Bristol, purchased the land on which Frenchay Lodge and Malmains now stand. He married Hannah, daughter of Dennis Hollister, who had purchased the property of the old Dominican Friary, Bristol. Hannah, daughter and heiress of Callowhill, inherited his Frenchay property; she married in 1696 (as his second wife) William Penn, founder of the colony of Pennsylvania. Thomas Penn, their son, later held the Frenchay property. Mark Harford, and Samuel Lloyd Harford, his son, held the house now known as Cedar Hall, in which Miss Wilhelmina Taylor later had a Quaker school for girls from 1846-61. Joseph Beck owned the house now called the Manor House in 1737 and was succeeded by his son Joseph Beck, jun., whose widow is described in her will of 1799 as of Bristol and Frenchay.

The Tuckett Family.
Philip Debell Tuckett purchased this house in 1800 and on his death his widow, with her five sons, removed to the house now called Frenchay House. Philip Debell Tuckett, jun., her eldest son, on his marriage, purchased Grove House, which had been previously occupied by Joseph Storrs Fry, who died in 1835. Philip Tuckett died in 1872 and his widow continued to live in the house until her death in 1892.
Francis, second son of Mrs. Tuckett, lived, after his marriage, in the house now called the Old House; on his death in 1868 he was succeeded by his son Francis Fox Tuckett, who died in 1913. James Taylor purchased the house which is now the rectory in 1800. Rachell Cotterell had a boarding school for Quaker girls in the early part of the 18th century at Frenchay (it is uncertain in which house). She married c. 1739 Anthony Purver, son of a Hampshire farmer, who had become a Quaker, who assisted her in the school. He had come to Hambrook, as tutor in a Quaker family.
	He was a great scholar, and translated the Old Testament from the original, with annotations. This work, known as "The Quaker Bible," was published in 1764 at the expense of Dr. Fothergill.
In 1827 Miss Player was holding a school in the Manor Cottage, which was then owned by the Tuckett family.
The late Mr. F. F. Tuckett left a plan of the graveyard made many years ago, in which ninety-five graves are shown. The names of members of the following families appear:- Fox, Fry, Gayner (in five generations), Player, Taylor and Tuckett.

THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CHAPEL, WATLEY'S END.
John Wesley, in his Journal, September 17th, 1787, says, "I preached at Winterbourne on the foundation of a new preaching house." A certificate, dated January 15th, 1796, was sent to the bishop of Gloucester that
Some of his Majesty's dissenting subjects have set apart for the service of God a room or building called the Methodists' chapel in the parish of Winterbourne, which they desire may be registered in the bishop's court according to an Act of Parliament of William and Mary.
It was registered on January 29th of that year. John Wesley's visits to the parish extended over a long period; his Journal records a visit to Frenchay on April 25th, 1739, when he dined with Anthony Purver.

WHITESHILL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.
The Itinerant Society was founded in 1811 "for the purpose of establishing Sabbath Schools, preaching the Gospel, and distributing tracts in the villages near Bristol." Cottage services were held at Pye Corner and in other places. A school was opened at Whiteshill as the result of this campaign.
On August 7th, 1816, a certificate was sent to the bishop of Gloucester, signed by Nathaniel Good, Joseph Wickwick and others, that "a certain meeting house situate at White's Hill is to be used as a place of religious worship" according to an Act of William and Mary. It was opened on August 28th, when the Rev. Rowland Hill was the preacher.
In 1849 a day school was opened which was discontinued after a time, but in 1861 it is stated that "a convenient building has been added to the chapel which admits of a day school being again commenced." This, known as the "British School." did good work until 1911, when the Winterbourne Council school took its place. In 1819 ordained ministers began to serve the church, Mr. Weston being the first.
Mr. H. Alban Brown came in 1890, and on his death in 1906 it was decided, as a memorial of his ministry, to secure the house called "Holme Lea" as the Manse, a scheme which was generously supported by the late Mr. T. B. Pendock. Mr. G. H. Lea came in 1908, and was succeeded in 1912 by Mr. George Jarvis, who had been invited to become minister in 1886, and who had meantime spent many years in Coleford. The Centenary Celebration took place in 1916. Mr. Jarvis resigned in 1931, and in 1933 Mr. D. S. Simmons, M.A., was appointed. There is a fine pulpit here, which was removed c. 60 years ago from a Congregational church which formerly stood in Castle Green, Bristol.
The Ebenezer Chapel, Watley's End, dates from 1868; the United Methodist Chapel, Winterbourne Down, from 1876, and the Free Methodist Chapel, Frenchay, from 1887.

MISSION ROOMS.
St. Michael's Mission Room, Winterbourne, was built by Mr. Austen-Leigh, rector, and was licensed in 1888 "for the performance of Divine Service and the administration of the Sacraments." It has recently been completely renovated, and is now used regularly for services.
The Mission Church, Watley's End, consisted of two army huts, which were re-erected and furnished by the late Mr. Burrough, rector of Winterbourne. It was dedicated for Mission services in 1922, the Rev. R. W. Weaver, curate of Winterbourne, officiating here. On his death in 1925, the Rev. P. Gay succeeded; he left in January, 1930, to become vicar of St. George, Brandon Hill, Bristol. The St. Michael's Mission Room has now taken the place of this building.
The Hambrook Mission Room owes its origin to the Misses Ward (then living at Hambrook Grove), who in 1884 rented two rooms in which a Sunday School for the younger children was held, and which also served other purposes. This led to the provision of the present building, the cost of which was defrayed by subscriptions. The site, which was glebe land, was conveyed by Mr. Austen-Leigh, rector of Winterbourne. On January 26th, 1889, the bishop sanctioned its use "for the performance of public services." For a short time it was called "St. Elizabeth's Chapel."

VILLAGE HALLS.
Frenchay Village Hall.
The provision of a Hall had long been contemplated, but there was a difficulty in finding a suitable site until the late Mr. Frank Tuckett generously offered to convey one "to the Rector and Churchwardens for the time being." Liberal subscriptions came in, which resulted in the Hall being opened in 1909 free of debt and with a balance in hand. When Mr. Burges was rector, he and the churchwardens arranged to transfer the management to a Committee popularly elected each year, to be approved by them. This Committee made considerable improvements in the building and greatly extended its usefulness. The management has now reverted to the rector and churchwardens.

Winterbourne Down Parish Hall.
The site was purchased by the Misses Greenstreet, who conveyed it to a Committee, under certain conditions, for the erection of a Hall. A wooden hut was purchased, and the necessary work was carried out, to some extent by voluntary labour on the part of the parishioners. It was opened in 1921.

HAMBROOK VILLAGE HOSPITAL.
This Hospital, which was among the first of its kind to be established, was founded by Dr. Edward Crossman, and was opened on January 2nd, 1867, when it is described as "a small house (formerly two cottages) situated on White's Hill, containing nine rooms." Dr. Crossman became hon. medical director, with an hon. medical staff. Miss Callaghan was hon. treasurer and secretary until 1900, when Mrs. C. H. B. Elliott took her place. The property was held on lease from Sir J. H. Greville Smyth until 1885, when it was purchased on very favourable terms, and was vested in a body of five trustees. The Hospital was visited in early days by a large number of persons interested in the movement. In 1897 it was endowed for seven years with "a Queen Victoria Bed," as a Jubilee Memorial, free for the use of the inhabitants of the three ecclesiastical parishes. In that year Dr. Francis W. Crossman joined the medical staff, and on the resignation of his father became medical director, his father continuing on the medical staff until his death in 1904. It was resolved that the complete rebuilding of the Hospital was the most suitable form which a memorial to him could take, and the new building was opened on October 25th, 1905, by Her Grace the Dowager Duchess of Beaufort. In 1923 a new ward and a balcony were added, and in 1928 the men's ward was provided through the generosity of the late Mr. Thomas Moore. In 1933 the Hospital was temporarily closed for the purpose of adding two new rooms, making other additions and improvements, and providing central heating. The formal re-opening, by Mrs. H. W. I.. Harford, took place on November 8th of that year.



