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FOREWORD.
IT is with natural gratification that I have the honour to occupy the president's chair on the memorable occasion of the Centenary the Frenchay Cricket Club, and I have much pleasure in complying with the Secretary's request that I should write a foreword to this commemorative publication.
The fact that the Frenchay Cricket Club was founded in 1846 establishes it, in however modest a manner, in the history of cricket, and places its origin in the period which saw the beginning of County cricket as we know it to-day. This is without doubt a fact of which we might well be proud in these times of great change, and we may call to mind other less fortunate clubs of the same date of origin, or even earlier, which have, through one reason or another, ceased to exist.
In view of tile fact that the Club has reached its Centenary in full rigour and enthusiasm, it is with considerable satisfaction that I am able to recall one particular action of mine that perhaps assisted in some small degree in making possible the attainment of this age. Soon after my election as a member in 1921, I acquired the Manorial Rights of Frenchay Common with a view to ensuring the permanency of the cricket pitch and thereby the continuation of the Club.
Not long afterwards the Winterbourne Parish Council proposed to declare the Common, upon which the Club's pitch had been established, open for the indiscriminate playing of football and for the erection of the necessary goal posts. As sportsmen we of the Frenchay Cricket Club could not but concede that other sports than cricket should be encouraged without bias. In this particular case, however, a serious difficulty arose because of this attitude. It is an accepted fact that a cricket pitch needs to be continually fostered and protected otherwise it ceases to be of any use in this function, and one of the most effective ways of destroying a pitch is to erect goal posts and play football on it.
Unfortunately, the Winterbourne Parish Council were not prepared to admit the essential point that the Common was held under the Manorial Rights, and maintained instead that Frenchay Common was free for anyone to use as they pleased. In order, therefore, to protect the rights of the Club and insure its continuance as much as possible by removing at least one obstacle upon which it might founder, I was reluctantly forced to bring an action before the Bristol County Court in February, 1924. As a result of this hearing it was ruled that the Common was held under the Manorial Rights and that, although football was permitted during the winter, the Winterbourne Parish Council were to use all reasonable means to preserve the Frenchay Cricket Club's pitch in good condition.
P. G. DAVIES, Esq., M. B. E., J.P. September, 1945.

INTRODUCTION.
IN southern Gloucestershire, on the banks of the River Frome where it flows through the wooded slopes of Cleve and the Glen, lies the village of Frenchay. We are told that it derives its name from the river and woods, and was originally Froomshaw - "shaw" meaning wood.
Through the village at the top of the slope to the north, is the small green plateau on the east side of which is the church, on the south side the school, while the other two sides are edged by roads. The green was practically covered with trees - stately elms, horse chestnut, spreading sycamores and, almost in front of the church, a line of four tall poplars. Near the school, quarrying had scarred the surface and had left its tumps and holes to mar and spoil the beauty of Frenchay Common.
In such surroundings, among the trees, was a small, naturally flat space, and it was on this space, we are informed, that the first cricket pitch was made in the early part of the nineteenth century. Some twenty-eight years later, on that same pitch and amid similar surroundings, the first games of the Frenchay Cricket Club were played and, with the club thriving through fair times and foul, games have been played there ever since.
Thanks to the efforts of past controllers of the Common, the Winterbourne Parish Council and the toil of the Club members, conditions have been vastly improved since those very early beginnings. Trees have been removed, a ridge the whole length of the north boundary levelled, the quarries filled in, and the whole area of the outfield extended. Much work and careful nursing of the wicket has brought it to a standard equal to the best in the district.
Thus a village green, surely the natural birth place of cricket, has seen the many and varied changes of one hundred years, and it is with pride in our membership of a club with such tradition that we now offer this commemorative booklet in the hope that it will revive pleasant recollections in the memories of those who have played with the Club in the past, or have enjoyed the role of onlooker.
CENTENARY BOOK COMMITTEE.

CENTURY OF CRICKET.

GLEANINGS FROM THE RECORDS. By J. I. THOMAS.

The story of 100 years of cricket at Frenchay is a fascinating one to Frenchay people and by no means devoid of interest to sports-men throughout the West Country, to whom the facts set forth in this book, gleaned from newspaper reports and score-books will no doubt have a strong appeal.
The date of the formation of the Club has been handed down by tradition but the earliest records would seem to have been destroyed. However, investigation of old newspaper files establishes the fact beyond question that the Club first saw the light in 1846.

THE BEGINNING.
The first reference in print appears to be that of the Bristol Mirror of August 29, 1846 which read:
"On Saturday a match came off at Frenchay between the cricket club of that village and the pupils of Mr. Stone's school at Summerhill. It terminated in the club beating their opponents by 72 runs."
Again to quote the same paper of September 5th, 1846:-
"The return match between Mr. Stone's pupils, Summerhill School, and the Frenchay Club was played at Newchurch on Saturday last and terminated in favour of the former by 125 runs with eleven wickets to go down.'
The reporting of cricket matches was not as regular in those days as it is now and the next mention of the Club came on September l9th, 1857 when the following appeared in tile Bristol Mirror :--
"A match was played between the clubs of Frenchay and Keynsham on the ground of the former on Saturday last when, after a most exciting and well contested game, the Keynsham club proved victorious with one wicket to fall, as will be seen from the following score. The bowling of Mr. Hammond was excellent as also the batting of Mr. Strange. The attendance of spectators was unusually large."

FRENCHAY.
lst innings.				2nd innings.
H. Wadham. b. Hammond	20	run out				18
Veal, run out 			1	b. Hammond 			4
Pegler, b. Merchant		1	b. Hammond 			1
Mirehouse. b. Hammond	2	ct. Hammond b. Pillinger	31
G. Wadham, b. Hammond	3	b. Hammond			2
Hunt, b. Merchant		2	b. Pillinger			0
Bawn, b. Hammond		19	b. Hammond			2
Greenstreet, b. Merchant	1	b. Pillinger			0
R. Bigg, b. Merchant		3	not out				0
W. Bigg. b. Merchant		8	b. Hammond			0
Brock, b. Merchant		1	ct. Pillinger b. Hammond	7
				Extras	8			Extras	4
					69				69
KEYNSHAM.
1st innings.					2nd innings.
Merchant, b. Hunt			0	ct. Bawn b Hunt 	0
Pillinger, c. Hunt b. Mirehouse	0	b. Greenstreet 	5
Singleton, run out			1	b. Hunt 		2
Hammond, c Wadham b Mirehouse	11	b. Mirehouse 		13
Fear, b. Mirehouse			8	b. Hunt 		5
Hall, 1.b.w.b. Mirehouse		6	b. Mirehouse 		7
Pring, ct. Hunt, b. Mirehouse		4	run out 			8
Tompkins, not out			3	b. Mirehouse 		1
Matthews, b. Mirehouse		1	not out			1
Strange, b. Greenstreet		3	run out			31
Lord, run out				0	not out			2
				Extras	13	Extras			14
					50				89
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"The return match between the above clubs was played, by kind permission of the Clifton Club, on their ground on Tuesday last but was not finished. The Keynsham club had 9 runs only to obtain, with three wickets to go down when time was called. The result, had the game been played out, is obvious. The Frenchay club scored 30 and 84 respectively and the Keynsham club 55 and 51 with three men to go in."

Other Early Matches.	The Bristol Mirror of August 21st, 1858 reads :-
FLAX BOURTON V. FRENCHAY. "The return match was played between these clubs on the ground of the former on Monday last but owing to the heavy rain which had fallen during the morning and continued up to a late hour, the wickets were not pitched at the appointed time, consequently the game was not finished, but Flax Bourton came off victorious - Frenchay 44 and 41, Flax Bourton 50."
Then again the Bristol Mirror and General Advertiser of July 24th. 18.58 published the following :-
CRICKET. BEDMINSTER v. FRENCHAY. This match was played at Bedminster on Wednesday last, when the Bedminster eleven gained an easy victory, beating their opponents in one innings with 40 runs to spare."

BEDMINSTER
W. Jones, b. Mirehouse 			3
E. Meallard, b. Mirehouse			11
H. Miles, b. Mirehouse			11
R. Blackmore, ct. Burgess, b. Peterson	8
W. Pillinger, h. Mirehouse			1
A. Merchant, run out				18
T. Miles, ct. Hoskin, b. Peterson		3
J. Cleverdon b Mirehouse			0
E. Ford not out				18
R Jones, hit wkt, b Mirehouse			0
G. Lillington, b Peterson			3
				Extras 	31		107
FRENCHAY.
1st innings.				2nd innings.
W. Brook, b. Merchant	3	b. Merchant			0
Burgess, not out		4	b. H. Miles			0
W. Messenger, b. Merchant	1	h. Merchant			0
T. Hoskin, b. Miles		0	run out				2
T. Mirehouse, b. Miles	4	ct. Cleverdon b. Merchant	1
G. Wadham, b. Merchant	0	b. Miles			6
T. Peterson, b. Merchant	0	ct. Jones b. Merchant		9
W. Veal, b. Merchant		2	ct. Jones b. Miles		2
W. Bigg, b. Merchant		6	ct. Jones b. Miles		1
E. Tuckett, b. Miles		0	not out				7
F. Evill, b. Merchant		0	ct. Blackmore b. Miles	0
			Extras	12	32			Extras	7	35

The same paper, on September 11th, 1858, gives a short report on a match between Frenchay and Bedminster stating:-
"The return match between these two clubs was commenced at Frenchay on Friday last but in consequence of rain was not played out. The scores were: Bedminster, 190 (E. M. Grace 89); Frenchay, 10 for 1." (Note.-Saturday does not appear to have been THE cricket day in those times.)
It is also stated in the same paper that on July 30th, 1859, Frenchay beat Clifton by nine wickets and that on August 27th of the same year, in a match played on the Downs, the Schoolmasters beat Frenchay by the same margin.
The following is an extract taken from a local newspaper and presented to the Frenchay Cricket Club by Mr. D. O. Davies. Hon. Sec. Downend Cricket Club, Septemher 1944:-

KNOWLE v. FRENCHAY. 1868. "This match was played on August 8, 1868. W. G. Grace umpired. The match was drawn."

FRENCHAY.
F. G. Grace, not out			75
W. Mirehouse. b. Pool			14
J. Lloyd, b. Pool			0
J. Warne, b. Pool			1
Messenger, c. Nicbolls, b. Pool	0
A. Proctor, b. Pool			0
J. Bart, b. Plumridge			2
B. Batt b. Plumridge			2
S. Goulding, c. and b. Pool		1
H. Visger, st, Gilbert, b. Pool		3
H. Thomas, b. Plumridge		8
				Byes	2	108
KNOWLE:- 
W. Gilbert, b. Grace 9; ct. Grace b. Warne 0. J.M. Nicholls b. Grace 3; b. Warne 0. J. Gilbert. b. Messenger 9; ct. Proctor b. Grace 0. L. Harris, c. Warne b. Grace 28; not out 18. W.W. Pool, c. Grace b. Warne 19. W. Grove, b Grace 6; ct. Lloyd b. Warne 1. W.P. Smith, c. Messenger b. Grace 17; ct. Grace b. Warne 0. C. Harris b Mirehouse 0. H.L. Feltham b. Messenger 19; not out 13. D. Plumridge c Messenger b…………… White, not out 0; b. Warne 7.

"W. G." AND FRENCHAY  -  CAPTAIN IN 1870.
A most interesting document which, through very careful preservation, Mr. F. Watts Piper has been able to produce, is the Frenchay Cricket Club publication of 1870, which establishes the fact that the Captain of the Club for that year was no less a celebrity than Dr W. G. Grace. The rules of the Club are also contained in the publication and for the interest of our readers we reproduce it hereunder:--

FRENCHAY CRICKET- CLUB, 1870.   -  ESTABLISHED 1846.
President: W. Tanner, Esq.    Vice-President:	R. Stubbs, Esq.
Patrons:
Col. Somerset.			Col. Mackenzie.
Captain Belfield.		F. F. Tuckett, Esq.
E. Crossman, Esq.		The Rev. F. Greenstreet.
The Rev. A. G. Morris.	W. E. Mirehouse, Esq.
T. Thomas, Esq.		H. Visger, Esq.
The Rev. A. B. Day.
Secretary, Rev. J, Carter.	Treasurer, Mr. S. Piper.
Captain, W. G. Grace.

RULES.
1.  That this Club be called "THE FRENCHAY CRICKET CLUB."
2.  That the annual subscription to Members be Five Shillings, to be paid on or before the 1st May in each year or on election to the Secretary, Treasurer or Captain. Honorary Members to pay Ten Shillings per annum.
3.  That a Committee of Management, consisting of twelve members, be chosen annually, who shall have power to elect members, arrange matches, and transact the general business of the Club.
4.  That the President, Vice- President, Secretary, and Treasurer be considered Members of the Committee.
5.  That the Play days shall be Mondays and Wednesday at 6 p.m. and on Saturdays at 2 p.m.
6.  That any friend of Honorary or Playing Members be allowed to practice with the Club, but not to play in a match without the consent of the Committee.

FROM THE SCORE BOOKS.
The earliest score-book available is dated 1870 and covers 1870-73 inclusive - during which time only a few matches were played. These early score books were so arranged that space was allowed for two innings for each side for each game, and a column was reserved on each page for "Remarks." This latter column, as may be imagined, provided many items of interest.
The first match recorded in a score-book is one on May 28th, 1870 between Frenchay and Mangotsfield, played on the Common. Frenchay won by an innings and 12 runs, scoring 151 (E. Higgs 43, H. Selman 29, and A. Nicholls 25), while Mangotsfield scored 59 & 80. Winstone being top scorer in both innings with 22 and 12, while Nicholls was the most successful bowler for Frenchay, taking 12 wickets in the two spells. It is of interest to note that, in the second innings, I. Pride, of Mangotsfield, was given out, "Handled the Ball."
Frenchay lost the next game, v. the Schoolmasters, played on June 18th, as the visitors scored 144 to Frenchay's 66. A member of the Grace family, A. Grace, played in that game and scored 15.
For the next game, v. Winterbourne, E. M. Grace and A. Grace played and scored 68 and 18 respectively thus helping Frenchay very materially to win the game by eight wickets, the scores being, Frenchay 127 and 4 for two wickets, and Winterbourne 71 and 61. E. M. Grace not only made top score but took 13 wickets.
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"E. M. GRACE" and "W. G. GRACE"
Chipping Sodbury provided the opposition on July 13th and on that day Frenchay excelled themselves for, having got Chipping Sodbury out for 43 and 67 (E. M. Grace  again taking 13 wickets) they scored 92 and 207, E. M. Grace scoring 119 and H. Herbert 45 in the second innings. E. M. Grace's innings must have been worth seeing for it included 7 sixes and 4 fours.
In the next game Chipping Sodbury and Frenchay combined and played the Schoolmasters, winning by an innings and 25 runs, the Schoolmasters being put out for 32 and 37 (Pillinger being ''Thrown out" by A. Grace - 0). A note on this page stated that 'the expenses of the Schoolmasters were defrayed by the Frenchay & Chipping Sodbury Clubs.
Thornbury came to the Common on October 5th and provided a very interesting game. W. G. Grace played for Frenchay (the year of his Captaincy) and scored 109 and with G. F. Grace 34, Capt. Taylor 41 and T. G. Matthews 61, piled up a score of 287. In their first innings Thornbury scored 89 (E. M. Grace 40) and in the second spell 162 for six (E.M. Grace 102 not out).
The first match for 1871 must have been very exciting. Frenchay scored 133 (G. F. Grace 47 and S. Piper 35 not out) and the Schoolmasters 105.    The reason for the excitement is explained by the "remarks" which read: "Time for drawing stumps 6.15. The last man of the Schoolmasters was in at 6.10 - the clock was on the quarter - last over being given, and the last ball of the over took the wicket, thus deciding the game in favour of Frenchay."

Little Unpleasantness.
Another century for the Grace family was scored by G. F. Grace (115) against the Schoolmasters. Referring to this match the "remarks" tell us that "Some little unpleasantness occurred in this game arising from the somewhat slow manner in which the Schoolmasters appeared at the wicket after the fall of their predecessors' bails. - Cricket should be cricket (see Lillywhite)".
1872 brought new fixtures for, in addition to those already mentioned for the two previous years, games were played against St. George, Clifton Alliance and the Bristol Medical Students.
	In one of the games against the Medical Students it appears to have been a bowler's wicket. For the visitors, Lloyd took six wickets in the first innings and E. M. Grace seven in the second, while for Frenchay, Mirehouse took eight in the first innings and six in the second.
Clifton Alliance made an almost fruitless journey to the Common for, after Frenchay had scored 148, the remarks tell us that "The afternoon turned out very wet. The Alliance did not bat."
S. Piper seems to have been a very consistent bat and, although not making any outstanding scores, got some very useful runs in most of the games.
A second eleven was running at that time but appeared to have played only a very few games against such sides as Schoolmasters' 2nd, Winterbourne and Winterbourne Down.

1873 Personnel.
The following season, 1873, opened with a game between two sides chosen from the Club. The game itself may not be of any great interest to our readers, but the 22 names give a fair indication of the personnel of the club at that time;- E. Langley; S. Piper, F. Wills, C. Snow, A. Hobbs, G. Till, G. Wills, H. Ford, G. Parker, I. Hutton, E. Nicholls, R. Croome, T. Marsh, E. Sperring, T. Wadham, H. Cobourn, R. Sidefin, P. Ford, A. Bate and E. Parker.
A club called Westgrove provided the opposition for the second eleven on May 31st and brought off a win in a two innings game, the scores being Westgrove 75 and 60, Frenchay 49 and 47.
On June 7th the first team played the Caledonians and succeeded in beating them. For Frenchay, Snow scored 40 out of 64 in the first innings, and it is of interest to note that in his innings he scored only two singles, his innings consisting of fourteen two's, two three's, one four and two singles. Winstone topped this score in the second spell scoring 45 out of 118, while the visitors could manage only 63 in their two innings.
The game against St. George; played at St. George on June 28th, resulted in a win for the home team by one run the scores being: Frenchay 64, St. George 65. The "remarks" tell us: "a capital game, close and exciting towards the finish. Ground bad (bumpy). Several got knocks, severe ones. All else passed off well."
The season finished up with a flourish for, of the last four games, Frenchay won three - those against Winterbourne Down, Clifton Alliance and Clifton Albion - while the game against the Medical Students was drawn. The highest individual score in those four matches was the 52 by Sperring for Frenchay against Clifton Albion.

No Bowling Analysis.
The first match recorded in the year 1875 was one between Frenchay and Wintertbourne, played at Frenchay on May 15th, which resulted in a win for the former by 107 - 39. The top scorer for the winners was A. Nicholls with 45, while G. Greenway did best for the losers with 19. There was no space for bowling analysis in these books, so no information can be given as to the bowling feats.
During 1875 the opposition was provided by such clubs as Winterbourne, Westbury Lodge, Albion, Oldland Common, Baker, Baker and Co., Warmley, Clifton Alliance, Coalpit Heath, Fishponds and a team called The Rangers, who were evidently older men of the Frenchay village.
From the "Remarks" column the very interesting information is gleaned that the game against the Albion was played under unpleasant circumstances. Bad feeling existed. No order in the field. Captain not present. The Albion a rough eleven!”  Of the Baker, Baker team it is said; These cricketers were a very well behaved eleven.”
On July 31st of the same year, Frenchay evidently turned out what was termed a "weak second eleven' to meet Warmley, who surprised them by turning up with "a picked eleven from other clubs." Frenchay lost by 69 - 129. In the return match with Oldland at Oldland Common "The Frenchay eleven were kindly treated. Hint to be taken for next year. Refreshments provided." For the match with the Rangers, the remarks read: "Young Frenchay too strong for Old Frenchay. We hope that this will be an annual game.''

Alan's Grandfather.
In 1876 some new teams were played including Cleve Hill, Redland Vale, Kingswood, Almondsbury, and Rockleaze. The score-book for this year was presented to the Club by G. H. Wills, Esq. who also played for the team. Amongst the opponents were Dr. Skelton for Cleve Hill, Rev. Austen Leigh, Dr. Crossman, and D. Matthews (grandfather of Alan, who is playing now) for Winterbourne.
From the "remarks" column we find that in the match against Kingswood there was "A partial umpire, or one who did not understand the game." The Almondsbury match was "A one sided game, but all went off very pleasantly. "Frenchay won by an innings and 105 runs, Almondsbury being put out for 9 and 41. Another poor match appears to have been the one against Ashley Vale as we read: 'A one-sided game - only seven men of A. V. Club came. Wet day until 3 p.m., then fine!"
St. George, Cheltenham, Tortworth, Stapleton; and St. John's College, Oxford were included in the 1877 fixture list. Against St. John's College, Frenchay scored 89 and 46 while St. John's batted only once and scored 51. Champneys appeared to be the opponents' star as he scored 37 and took ten wickets in the two innings.
The star performers for Frenchay at this period were Fox, Nichols, Poole, Sperring, Pullin and Shipton, whose names are frequently found among both batsmen and bowlers.

Stapleton out for 3.
From the "remarks" it is learned that Oldland, who were put out for seven were "A panic stricken eleven! "the team from Baker Bakers appear to have been very popular visitors for of the match played on August 4th, 1877, it is said: "Played in the cool of the evening. Drew stumps at 7.45 p.m. Began at 5, choice of innings wrong. Had sun in face for some time. Nice young fellows!''
On August 18th 1877, Stapleton were put out for 5 (Fox and Nichols taking the wickets) in a match played at Purdown, Frenchay's reply being 134.
In June, 1878, against St John's College, E. M. Grace after scoring 18, took four wickets in the first innings and six in the second. He also played against Cheltenham the following month, carrying his bat for 40 and again taking ten wickets, four in the first innings and six in the second.
Our neighbours at Stapleton will be interested in the remarks concerning the game played at Purdown on May 17th, 1879, viz. "Wet. Drawn game, bad ground. We won't play at Purdown again unless it is a better pitch!"
On July 5th, H. B. Walker made 84 out of 188 against Baker Bakers, who scored only 13, but nevertheless were termed "Good fellows all."

New Fixtures.
1880 saw such clubs as Coalpit Heath (Dando appearing for them even in those days), Westbury Park, Cutler's Hall, St. Nicholas and Montpelier figuring in the fixture list.
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The match against Brunswick that year proved interesting as it evidently provided an "incident." In the score we read "J. Fox not out (run out)" which is explained in the remarks column: "The umpire of B.C.C., it appears, gave J. Fox out (run out) unfairly. The F.C.C. unitedly objected to such a decision and also to the Umpire himself who, however, would not retire from his post."
The name of Dr. E. M. Grace appears again on July 9th, 1881, when he played for Thornbury against Frenchay and scored 40, and took all six wickets which fell, rain stopping play.
On Tuesday, June 7th, 1881, a team from Bedminster (termed George Nichols's team) played a team from Frenchay (styled J. Fox's team) and won by 104 - 72.
Clifton Colts provided tile opposition on another occasion that year and the "remarks" state that they were a "Good team of seven", and that ''This match ought to have been won. Two batsmen given out wrongly."
On July 2nd of the same year, presumably the real Bedminster played on the Common, and beat Frenchay by 128 - 86. On that occasion Hamlet Hall was top scorer for Bedminster with 42.
Chipping Sodbury were beaten by an innings and 52 runs being put out by J. FOX and G. Davis for 25 and 50.

Highest to Date.
The home team had a good day on September 17th, 1881 when they scored their highest total to date - 263 against Chappell, Allen and Co. J. Fox making 67 anti F. Strange 37.
At about this time (no date given) the Frenchay 1st XI played a match against what was called the 2nd XXII, the latter winning by 85 - 53. The 33 players engaged that day were F. Greenway, --. Bacon, T. Davis, F. Strange, W. Stone, J. Davis, --. Lovell, --. Haskins, --. Amesbury, L. King, --. Matthews, --. Crouch, J. Barter, Joseph Barter, H. Moore, G. Haskins,-- Savory, --. Baber, --. Upton, F. Stone, J. Browning, and J. Coalman for the "22" and E. Browning, E. Poole, C. Clark, R. F. Wright, J. Fox, L. King, G. Davis, A. Nichols, W. Haskins, W. Vincent and J. Croome for the 1st XI.

First Bowling Analysis.
The score-book for 1882 shows the first provision for the bowling analysis, but it must have been too much for the scorer to do as it was rarely kept. It was kept, however, on May 20th for the match against Clifton CoIts, and from it we learn that Fox took two, for 28, Davis three for 12, and Browning five for 7. In that game Frenchay played what is termed "A strong team" which included most of the names already mentioned, and those of C. Fitzgerald and S. and F. Piper.
On July 15th, J. Fox must have had a good day with the ball as he took eight wickets against Clark and Co., who scored 39 all out.
Many of the old friends visited the Common again that year and among the new fixtures were St. Michael's, Redcliffe. Avonmore, Robinson's and Chafield.

Boundary Hits.
At the Beginning of the book for 1883 is a list of 25 members who had paid their subscription (2/6) and 6 boys who paid 1/-.
One wonders if it was at this time that arguments took place as to whether a certain hit was worth 4 or 6, for on the page recording the score against the Bohemians (mentioned for the first time) there is an entry which reads: "The boundary hits were altered at this match, viz. a clean hit into the Park or Churchyard, 6 runs. If the ball bounds into those places 4 runs, and if it strikes the Park wall between the two stones on path 3 runs, also 3 runs if a ball enters the tent.''
Some new names appear in the Frenchay team this year, among them being E. J. Taylor (Town Clerk of Bristol), who scored 47 against Clifton Paragon, W. O. Moberley, O. G. Radcliffe, R. I. Craddock and W. S. Ford.
Tuesday, September 4th, saw Thornbury the visitors again. Their team included three Graces - E. M., G. H. and A. H. - and between them they scored 36 of their team's 49 runs. E. M. followed this up by taking eight wickets, so the family played their usual prominent part.
A return was played, again on the Common, on Wednesday, September 19th, when Frenchay won, making 150 (E. Browning 39, E. M. Grace taking five for 50) and putting Thornbury out for 62 and 49, Nichols, Browning and Radcliffe taking the wickets.

First Century.
On April 26th, 1884, is the first recorded century, Alex Robinson scoring 100 (not out) out of 240 for six against Redfield. (N. B. The score of the match referred to in the notes sent by Dr. E. M. Grace is not complete, the century not being recorded.)
This same year saw some bigger scores and some more centuries. Against the United Banks, H. H. Dean scored 114 out of 186 for four wickets, and against the Bohemians, Frenchay scored 200 (G. B. Nichols 31, Moberley 69, H. H. Dean 27 and C. Clark 28 not out).
J. Fox again had a good day with the ball against Sneyd Park when he took nine wickets in the first innings and six in the second.

All Ten Wickets.
Thornbury provided the opposition in many interesting encounters. On June 23rd the home side scored 145 (Nichols 55, E. J. Taylor 50, E. M. Grace seven wickets) and the visitors 43, Nichols taking all ten wickets.
The return match against Thornbury that year provided another incident. Thornbury had scored 32 for three when an 1.b.w. decision was given against F. M. Grace and a note adds: "Match discontinued owing to E. M. Grace’s obstinacy in not yielding to the le Umpire’s decision.” So some decisions were not popular as long ago as 1884.
Frenchay took a bad trouncing on July 19th when they were beaten by Clifton on the Downs by 220 to 37. F. Townsend scored 80 and took four wickets, and R. F. Miles six wickets for the winners.

J. Fox - Mainstay.
At this time, the mainstay of the Club was still J. Fox, ably supported by E. Sperring and G. B. Nichols while, in addition, F. Browning, W. Woolf, Dr. Crossman, F. Greenway, and J. H. Auger were frequently mentioned and the names of S. and F. Piper, who became more famous at a later date, became more regular.
The big name at the beginning of 1885 was W. S. Ford. This player started the season in grand style scoring 67 (v. Stapleton), 60 (v. Brislington), 38 (v. Westbury) and 30 (v. Baker, Bakers) in the first four matches of the season. A feature of 1885 was the number of Clubs which are still prominent in Bristol cricket, matches being played against United Banks, St. George, Knowle, Bohemians and Schoolmasters, Frenchay winning all these games.

W. G.'s Pair of Specs.
A match providing much of interest was played against Thornbury on July 6th. The visiting team included four of the Grace family, this time including W. G. He was put out in the second innings for a "blob," while in the first spell he was not out for the same score. This must have been one of the few occasions when he got a "pair of specs." Another feature of interest was the fact that every one of the Frenchay team was bowled in the first innings.
H. H. Dean appears to have had a good run round that season, for he was included in the teams of Stapleton, St. George and Bedminster all in the same year.

Stapleton Greenways.
1886 opened up with a game versus Stapleton, and in the visiting team the famous name of Greenway appears four times;- W., F., C. H., and A. On this occasion Stapleton could collect only 25 runs in their first innings and 55 in their second spell so were well beaten as the home side scored 113 in the one innings.
The records for the greater part of this season are missing but from a fixture card we learn that the fixtures, on the whole, were very much the same as those of more modern times, with the addition of such clubs as Wholesale Clothiers, Bitton, Baker, Baker and Co., Fishponds and St. Agnes, while for the first time for some years, Thornbury was missing from the list.
1887 records open with a list of 31 players who paid their subscriptions and two gentlemen, I. W. Langdon, Esq., and the Rev. Warren. who paid ten shillings.
A low scoring match is recorded on May 7th when Frenchay lost to the Wholesale Clothiers by 30 - 36.

70 Overs - 91 Runs.
Then came a particularly interesting cup match against Westbury, which was won by Frenchay by 108 - 91. The remarkable feature of this game must have been the "steady" batting of the Westbury side for while they were scoring these runs, no fewer than 70 overs were bowled. Of these, J. Fox bowled 26 (11 maidens) for three wickets for 33 runs, and E. Browning bowled 20 overs (10 maidens) four wickets for 20 runs. Altogether 31 maiden overs were bowled during the innings The Frenchay men were evidently more enterprising than their .opponents for they scored their 108 runs in 26 overs.
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Record Score.
In the next cup match of the same season the bowlers were still on top, although to a lesser degree, for Old Sneed Park scored 123 in 54 overs but Frenchay lost as they could only manage 55.
Against the United Banks on July 23rd, Frenchay registered their highest score to date, namely 375 for 6, J. Browning (185) W. S. Ford (62) S. Piper (40) and C. H. Greenway (49) being top scorers. There is an interesting note on that page which says: "In his innings, J Browning, who is vice-captain, made twenty-one 2's, seventeen 3's, six4's, five 5's, one 6, and the rest singles. He batted for three hours. As such a late start was made, 3.45, the United Banks did not bat at all."
The following week W. S. Ford scored 116 not-out against St. Agnes.
On August 13th W. Hale (52), H. H. Dean (40) and Hamlet Hall (21) laid the foundation for a score of 188 for Knowle; to which Frenchay replied with 44 for six when stumps were drawn.
That year St. George brought a very strong side to the Common. The team included such famous names as G. and J. Bloor (or Blower), A. Greenough, Eli Fleming and two G. Bryant's.
A team called "The Early Risers" (among whom was one, Sleep), visited the Common on September 3rd, but they evidently did not rise early enough as they allowed the home side to score 120 and then did not bat themselves.

Harry Hibbs Appears.
To round off the season a Married v. Single game was played on October 1st, the bachelors scoring 185 (most of them getting double figures) to win by a comfortable margin. It is in this record that we see the first mention of H. Hibbs, who was destined to play such a long and important part in the Club's history.
There is a considerable gap in the records as several score-books were, unfortunately destroyed, and the next record available is that of 1896. By that time new names appeared in the team, A. Humphries. H. J. Wadlow and W. Sharpe, while the names of C. and A. Green-way, and J. Fox were still there.
The season opened with a match against Thornbury, who scored 216 against Frenchay's 94. In this game W. G. Grace took five wickets and scored 45 (retired). The return match, played a week later, resulted in another "bending "for Frenchay as they were put out by W. Murch and E. M. Grace for 60. Thornbury piled up 355 with the help of such towers of strength as J. H. Board (122), W. Murch (60), A. Miller (62) and H. Thurston (61).
During this season among the list of opponents were Insurance, Lodway, Y.M.C.A., Bristol Police, Kaleidoscope, Downend, Charleton and Staple Hill.

Well-known Names.
Run getting at this stage appears to have passed to the lot of A. Humphries, H. Wadlow and F. Stiddard, while the ohd stalwart J. Fox was going in much further down the list. Evidently anno domini was exacting its toll.
Another noted name in local cricket appears at that time - that of A. Winstone, playing for both Mangotsfield and Frenchay.
The Stapleton Club included such well known names as A. Parkman, R. Weeks, H. Golledge and F. Greenway, while Downend was supported by the well-known and truly local names of Biggs and Bracey.
In 1897, F. Stiddard and E. Coombes, who scored quite a lot of runs in the previous year, continued to give the team a good start. Against Staple Hill they scored 84 before being parted. Frenchay eventually declared at 113 for four, to which Staple Hill replied with 80 for five when time was called.

R. Daft's Hints.
Thornbury continued to bring good teams to the Common and on May 17th they scored 147 (A. H. Grace 63), to which Frenchay could reply with only 66, W. Murch taking seven wickets.
During this season one is bound to remark the extraordinary number of unfinished games, and one can only conclude that the summer was typically English.
At the-back of the score-hook for this year are some hints on cricket by Richard Daft. Although a few of the hints given may now be considered out of date, most of the advice is very sound and would prove most valuable to many modern players. One stroke described - he calls it the under-leg stroke and says it is peculiar to himself - is rarely seen these days, although the late W. H. Halliwell of Frenchay, was seen to use it on many occasions.

2nd Xl Scores.
It is interesting to note that this year there is in existence a score-book for the 2nd XI. Among the players were some who played in the first team only occasionally at this period but more regularly in later days. These included W. Sharpe, who is still rendering valuable service to the Club, although no longer playing; the father of the present captain, Roy. On June 12th of this year he had a good day taking four for 27 and scoring 54.
On August 14th, Frenchay made 171 for eight, of which H. Ann scored 61, L. Maggs 68 and Extras 31, against Westbury, who replied with only 38.
On April 25rd, 1898, E. Coombes turned out for the seconds and scored 101 against the United Banks. At this time most of the wickets were being taken by F. Baber, J. Tiley and W. Sharpe.

Performances of Note.
The second team played very few matches at this period for the score-book lasted right up to 1900. We find practically the same names throughout and one or two performances of note, such as on May 6th, 1899, when Winterbourne were put out for 18 - W. Sharpe taking six for 11 and J. Tiley four for 2, there being 5 extras. J. Kirk had a good day on May 13th against Downend 2nd XI, scoring 38 out of 74 and taking four for 45.
On April 28th, 1900, no fewer than eight bowlers were tried for Frenchay against Downend, who scored 136 against Frenchay's 62, the successful bowlers for Downend being C. Punter and L. Pearce.
On June 2nd, F. Adams took nine Knowle wickets for 30 runs, and although Knowle scored only 51 the Frenchay batsmen failed to rise to the occasion and lost by six runs.

"Old Faithfuls."
To return to the 1st X1. The main item of note for 1899 is the fact that about half the team was made up of the "old faithfuls " - Wadlow, Humphries, Fox, Coombes and Clark - while the remainder appeared to be promotions from the 2nd X I.
Excitement must have been intense on May 12th, l900, when Frenchay tied with Sea Mills - both sides scoring 37. Sea Mills batted first and Frenchay must have thought that "it was in the bag' when their first pair put on 20 before being parted. Then, conforming to the glorious uncertainty of cricket, the collapse came and when the 8th wicket fell it was "all square" - two wickets to fall and only one to make. But, alas, the last two failed to score. It would appear that E. Ann lost his wicket trying to get that one run, but he failed "to make it "and was run out.

The Graces Again.
The Grace family was well to the fore on June 25th, 1900 when, in a two innings game, E. M. and F. H. Grace took 18 wickets between them. Frenchay, after leading by three runs on the first innings, collapsed in their second spell, being put out for 26, and lost by 54 runs.
September 1st. 1900 brought a new fixture and a successful match for Frenchay in the game against Hutchings and May. Frenchay batted first and scored 120 for one wicket, of which A. Humphries got 63, and then the visitors were put out for 33, H. Adams taking six for 9.
Among the fixtures were the Asylum, Soundwell and Yate while, prominent among the regular players were A. Winstone, C. Bracey, A. Humphries, F. Stiddard and W. Tiley. It was noticeable that J. Fox did not appear in the team after July 28th.

BROS. GRACE'S FEATS.
We are indebted to Dr. E. M. Grace, of Thornbuy, for the following information about the perfomances of members of his very famous family for and against Frenchay:-
"Extract from Bell's I.ife of W. G. Grace" of August 25th, 1844. Two very interesting matches have lately been played on Frenchay Common between eleven of one family (being sons, sons-in-law and grandsons of the late Mr. George Pocock, of Bristol, inventor of kites, globes, etc.) and the members of that Club. In the first match, the family won by 57 runs and the return match, 10th inst., also terminated in favour of the family, who won in one innings and 20 runs to spare. They are ready to play any eleven bona fide of one family in England."
1861. E.M. Grace made 121 for Lansdown v. Frenchay. Extract from diary -" Presented with a bat for making 121 when the French had enough of it and would not play further."
1862. E. M. Grace made 18 for Lansdown v. Frenchay at Frenchay.
1862. E.M. Grace joined the Frenchay Club, and was presented with it bat for making 208 not out against Knowle Park in a drawn game. The innings included some magnificent drives and leg hits, including one clean 8 and numerous others - a tremendous hitting innings.
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1888. G. F. Grace on August 8th carried his bat through the Frenchay innings for 75 not out, out of a total of 108 against Knowle.
1870. W. G. Grace made 109 for Frenchay against Thornbury. E. M. Grace made 119 for Frenchay against Chipping Sodbury and 102 not out for Thornbury against Frenchay.
1881. E.M. Grace made 181 for Thornbury against Frdnchay.
1883. E.M. Grace, in the second consecutive match carried his bat through the innings. Going in first in the second innings he scored 66 not out for Thornbury against Frenchay at Frenchay on July 3rd.
Note added by the writer:- "I remember my father saying he hit a ball just above the clock on the Church and that A. Humphries once hit a ball from him half way up the Steeple."

A Poor Time.
1901 brought J. Fox back into the side, but be did not appear to be playing such a very prominent part in the team's successes. A. Humphries was an absentee until July. C. Bracey was taking a very fair share of the wickets and going in first in the batting order and making quite a lot of runs. Helping him regularly in the business of run getting were Coombes, Stiddard, and Winstone.
At that time Frenchay were having a very poor time as far as results were concerned. They were losing most of their matches, as that one against Thornbury on June 8th when E. M. and A. H. Grace each scored 76 n.o. in a score of 166 for two against Frenchay's reply of 110 all out, of which A. W. Nash got 52.
The season of 1902 started very badly. In the first match only 27 were scored against Bishopston, who won by nine wickets. Frenchay then lost to a Thornbury team which included E. Spry, A. E. North. C. B. Godwin and E. M. Grace (jun.) The next match, against Downend, was also lost, and it is noticed that C. Punter began to take wickets for the latter team at that time.
A bad beating was then experienced at Rodway, where Frenchay were all out for 52 and the home team rattled up 271 for nine, S. G. Ellis getting 106 and H. Hall 61. In spite of this big total, J. Fox took. six wickets for 54. In the return match Frenchay were all out for 64, and then tried eight bowlers, but their opponents had collected 144 for five when stumps were drawn. The following week Frenchay declared at 164 for five (E. Coombes 83, A. Winstone 37, and A. W. Nash 29) but could not get St. George out, and the match was drawn with St. George 111 for five.
On July 21st, Frenchay did get a success as they beat Dr. Crossman's XI, who were all out for 69 (J. Fox five for 20 and E. M. Grace four for 40) Frenchay getting 148, with A. Humphries top scorer with 34.

New Blood.
The fillowing season, 1903, saw some new blood in the Club, and a far brighter prosect must have been envisaged when Thorbury were beaten 116 to 67, W. Overton taking four for 21 and A. B. Cook five for 21. However, in spite of J. Fox taking five for 18 against Downend the next week, the latter scored 97, and then C. Punter and W. Biggs proceeded to bowl Frenchay out for 24.
To fill ;m an open date, the 1st X1 played a game against the 2nd XI and won by 110 to 61, J. Fox proving too good for the second string and taking eight wickets.
At that tinte W. H. Hale was doing great things for the Knowle team and on June 13th he scored 25 not out and then took seven of the eight Frenchay wickets which fell.

Outstanding Players.
The chief run-getters for the Frenchay Club at that time were E. Coombes, A. Winstone, A. Humphries, A. Rawlings, C. Bracey and H. Hibbs, while among the bowlers we find the names of C. Bracey, H. Wadlow, A. Humphries and A. Cook with J. Fox still doing his very valuable bit.
In 1904 J. S. Fry and Sons, playing on the County Ground, appear in the fixture list for the first time, and it is noticed that the famous Fry's cricketing name of Silverthorne was there even in those days.
On May 21st, Frenchay appear to have recovered their form, at least temporarily, and managed to beat St. George by 110 for three (A. Winstone 75 n.o.) to 28 (H. Adams six for 6).
Downend, however, gave them a sound beating the following week, the scores being 134 and 39, C. Punter again doing the damage with the ball, taking seven wickets. J. Fox again proved his worth against Bishopston Church, taking five for 23 in 24 overs. A new fixture that year was against the United Press on the County Ground, but they proved not quite good enough for Frenchay, who won by 124 to 62.

Jack Board's Century.
The 1905 season was practically uneventful. A notable absentee from the Frenchay team was A. Humphries, who evidently had transferred his services to St. George. One noticeable feature was the name of North occurring in the Bedminster side. In the two games against Frenchay it was the only name in the "bowler" column, but there were two of them, A. and H. North, and they shared the wickets between them.
On August 26th, Dr. Crossman again brought a team to play on the Common, and the game was evidently far more interesting than the previous one. On this occasion the Doctor's team scored 245 for eight, J. H. Board getting 121.Frenchay's reply was very promising for they had scored 135 for one wicket when time was called. Of this total, H. Hibbs scored 28, A. Greenway 62 not out, and J, Kirk 38 not out.
A 2nd XI score-book for that year shows that the second string was still going strong with the old stalwarts, Baber, Sharpe, Kirk, and Tiley doing excellent service for a team which was producing far better results than the 1st XI at the time.

More Fresh Faces.
The year 1906 brought some new personalities into the team, chief among them being the three Rawlins, J. Fox, jun., and F. E. Clayton. The team from Thornbury included G. Dennett, who helped to beat Frenchay by sharing the wickets with E. M. Grace, Frenchay being all out for 112 in reply to a total of 194.  During the season the side lost more matches than they won. A bad trouncing was that by the Bohemians. Frenchay were all out for 59, the Bohemians scoring 236, C. A. Bernard 84 and M. Hennessy 42 not out, being their top scorers.
A surprise must have been the beating suffered at the hands of Bishopston Church, who scored 134 and then skittled their opponents for 21, of which A. Greenway got 14. The Downend team of that year included another personality, well known to Dr. Bell's schoolboys, namely J. Skuse.

Still Going Strong.
A feature of Frenchay's play was still the bowling of J. Fox. He bowled many overs, and it was only on very rare occasions that the runs scored off him averaged more than 2 per over. He must have been extraordinarily difficult to hit.
The team redeemed themselves a little on September 8th when they beat Mr. Cole's Xl on the Common. J. Fox, jun. did the damage with the ball on that day, taking six for 28, and so helping greatly to dispose of the visitors for 76. Frenchay scored 244 for seven, A. Ford (55), J. Fox, jun. (52), H. Thorne (52 not out) and H. Hibbs (33) being the top scorers.
1907 opened in much more hopeful fashion for, starting on April 20th, it was June 3rd before a match was lost. That was against Thornbury who brought a strong side including Board, Winstone, Dennett and, of course, E. M. Grace. On that occasion Dennett took seven wickets for very few runs as Frenchay were all out for 62, losing by 86.
That match seems to have upset the balance of the team for they lost four consecutive games until June 29th when they beat Fry's in a very low scoring game, 38 to 34. The Old Bristolians appeared in the fixtures that year and beat the home team quite easily on the Common. Long Ashton were also included,

Harry Smith.
A new name in the Frenchay side was that of H. Smith who, at a later date, became the Gloucestershire wicket-keeper.
On September 7th, St. George gave Frenchay a good beating at St, George, E. Craymer and H. Collings getting the visitors out for 45 and then St. George scored 224 for six. It was a nasty blow to Frenchay for their old player A. Humphries, scored 105 against them.
In those early days, H. Smith evidently did some bowling as is shown by the score for September 14th against the Y.M.C.A. when he took seven wickets for 21, thus helping to dismiss the Y.M. for 35, Frenchay winning by 41 runs.

C. B. Godwin Appears.
A new fixture in 1808 was against Portishead on May 30th, and incidentally was the first victory for Frenchay that season as they got the visitors out for 77 and then scored 183 for 9, C. Bracey scoring 54 and a newcomer, R. Biss, 42. H. Smith kept wicket that year, and a new bowler, C. B. Godwin appeared on June 10th against Wotton-under-Edge and signified his appearance by taking four wickets for 8 runs in three overs, and the following week five for 22 in eight overs against Avonside.
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This appears to have been a poor season, but for the match against Brislington on July 11th, A. Winstone returned to the side and scored a century, so helping the team to win by 169-38, Alex. Rawlins taking 6 wickets for 15.
By this time S. Ayliffe, who had played occasionally in previous years, had become a regular member of the team and did some useful work with the ball. H. Smith found his form with the bat, and in three consecutive innings he scored 66, 38, and 47.
J. Fox was still a regular member of the team up to the end of May, but he did not appear in the side for the remainder of the season, A Rawlins apparently taking his place as a stock bowler.

Jump of Five Years.
Loss of some of the score books causes a jump to 1915, when we find several new names in the team for the first match--J. Kilby, S. Spoors, F. Hobbs, T. Saise, E. Kendall aml Bert Smith - and several more, among whom were G. Davies, W. H. Lovell, I.J. Ward, J.J. Bowles, H. Jefferies, R.G. Rathbone, Alan Davies and J. L. Selkirk coming in later in the season. Gus Davies, J. Kilby, E. Clayton and E.H. Coombes were the chief run-getters while G. Davies, H. Jefferies and A. Ford more often than not shared the wickets.
On the whole the scores were much higher than those of previous years, the 200 being topped by Frenchay against Fry's (221), Downend (260 for 4) and Knowle (229), and by their opponents Brislington (219) and the United Banks (204).
Quite a lot of runs were scored in the Brislington game on June 28th on the Common. The visitors, batting first, made 219 and the home team 119 for three. The United Banks won their game on the County Ground, scoring 224 to 143. On July 12th J.J. Bowles helped Frenchay to beat the Y.M.C.A. when he took eight for 16 in 13 overs in it low scoring match 89 - 72.

Skittled Downend Out.
The Downend game on the Common on July 27th resulted in a victory for the home side. F. Clayton (103 not out), E. Coombes (49), S Spoors (32 not out) and J. Kilby (30) helped towards the total of 260 for four and then H. Smith took nine for 31 to skittle Downend out for 56.
Knowle were well beaten, for with A. Greenway scoring 74, F. Clayton 48 and S. Spoors 35, the total reached 229, and then Gus. Davies (six for 47) and H. Jefferies (three for 25) got the visitors out for 78 in spite of the fact that Knowle included Rippon of Somerset, and W. H. Hale.
Against the United Press, Gus. Davies took six for 34, including the hat-trick, and enabled Frenchay to win by 81 runs. E. Kendall did some particularly. useful work with the ball throughout the season his best performances being six for 15 against the Banks, five for 13 against Bishopston Church and five for 38 against Dowend.

Wednesday Team.
For the seasons 1912 and '13 there is a separate score book for a Frenchay Wednesday team who played against such teams as Raleigh, Coalpit Heath, Bristol University, Master Bakers, Rangers, Thornbury, Police, Downend Wednesday, Pucklechurch and Schoolmasters Wednesday. The team, on the whole was run separately from the Saturday team although at times some of the Saturday men turned out. The principal bowlers appear to have been P. H. and E. Kendall and A. Dean while the batsmen were J. W. Truman, Spencer Jones, Norman Rivers and F. R. Massey.
1914 was not a very good season for Frenchay as the record reads:- Won 6; Drawn 1; Lost 14. One new member was brought in as a regular player in the 1st XI, namely L. C. Williams, who was very useful as a batsman.
Against-Long Ashton, Frenchay was assisted by A. E. Dipper, the Gloucestershire opening batsman for many years, who died last November. He made 24, the top score out of a total of 114. Down-end scored 282 on the Common on June 1st with J. Skuse as top scorer with 93, while for Frenchay, G. Clark took eight for 80. Frenchay's reply was 152 with A. G. Ford as top scorer with 53.

Sid Brookman's Century.
S. G. Brookman, scoring 105 for the Schoolmasters on June 2nd, helped them to reach a total of 265 for eight and so beat Frenchay who could manage only 92 in reply. On June 6th Downend won again making a total of 186, with J. Skuse once more top scorer with 81, and C. Punter taking eight wickets to dismiss Frenchay for 46.
There was some big hitting on August 28th when the United Banks were on the Common. Frenchay batted first and scored 90, the Banks replying with 164 for four. M. L. Hambling made 73 not out, his innings including 13 fours and one six, and altogether 30 fours were scored against Frenchay that day.

1914 to 1922.
At this stage there is another of those unfortunate gaps in the records. This particular one is understandable as it covers the period of the first world war and immediately afterwards, and it is no wonder that score-books get lost in such chaotic times.
We have now to jump to season 1922, which opened in startling fashion on April 29th with Thornbury being well and truly sent back for a total of only 17, H. A. Davies taking six for 11 and C. B. Godwin three for 4. The same two players knocked off the necessary runs.
The following week Stapleton were also well beaten. H. Skidmore was their most successful batsman, making 40 out of 89. C.B. Godwin and R. B. Marsh took four for 34 and three for 15 respectively while A. Greenway scored 59 not out, enabling Frenchay to win by four wickets.
E. Plaster and E. Guy, (32 and 37 respectively) helped towards a total of 172 against Long Ashton who were well beaten by 38 in spite of 56 by C. Organ. E. Guy followed up his batting by taking five for 28. Good scores by A. J. Smith (78), R. Marsh (35) and E. Guy (30 not out) brought a total of 202 for seven against Stroud, who lost by 78.

Successes Checked.
The run of successes was then broken by a drawn game with St. George and a big beating at the hands of Bedminster, who declared at 192 for six (J. Simons 100 not out) and then dismissed Frenchay for 70. Another big score was registered against Frenchay the following week by Knowle for whom W. H. Hale scored 103 not out when they declared at 261 for three. As Frenchay had scored only 41, they were given a second knock, and this time they managed to collect 137 for 2.
The run of ill-luck persisted for yet another week, when Downend were the victors by 22. However, eight for 43 by C.B. Godwin, 52 by E. Plaster and 44 by H. A. Davies brought about a revenge against Knowle by 166 for seven to 154. The tables were turned on Downend also later in the season when the bowling of H. A. Davies (six for 27) got them out for 69. Then E. Plaster (38), H. A. Davies (69) and A. J. Smith (46) proceeded to knock them off and go on to get 192 for four.

R. B. Marsh's Day Out.
The United Banks were narrowly beaten, and then R. B. Marsh had a day out against St. George, taking four for 35 and scoring 89 thus being largely instrumental in bringing about a win by 208 - 108. Drawn games with Y.M.C.A. and Stapleton were followed by victories over Stroud & Thornbury, but thanks to 80 not out by H.A. Reed, the Schoolmasters registered an easy win by seven wickets after geting Frenchay out for 82.
The season, however, was rounded off with three good wins against Long Ashton, Old Bristolians and a team called B.C.A. & Co. These successes were largely due to the bowling performances of C. B. Godwin and H. A. Davies.
The fluctuating fortunes of the Club during the next season, 1923, kept things alive. The first four games were alternate wins and 1osses, Schoolmasters and Long Ashton being beaten & packers and Stapleton winning, while the fifth game, that with Downend, ended in a draw. With the exception of the Downend game, the scoring was small, the bowlers being definitely on top, H.A. Davies. C. B. Godwin and E. Guy figuring prominently. The highest individual score during that period was 98 by A. Humphries of downend - an innings which included eight sixes ;and eight fours.

Good Bowling.
In spite of five for 36 by E. Guy against St. George, the game was lost. Then followed seven for 34 by C. B. Godwin and a score of 75 by H.A. Davies in a good win against Lodway, 225 - 114. A new side, the Optimists was beaten by two wickets, the laurels going to C. B. Godwin (five for 27) and A. J. Smith (52).
The Schoolmasters avenged their previous defeat on June 16th when they dismissed the home team for 124 and passed that score with seven wickets in hand, thanks chiefly to 71 by H. A. Reed. W. Davies scored 109 not out, out of 224 for seven against Lodway, but the home team saved the game, scoring 153 for six when time was called: After loosing again against Packers, a useful 66 by A. J. Smith helped to beat Downend by a narrow margin in the return game.
On several occasions C. B. Godwin proved himself a batsman as well as a bowler, and his very valuable 71 not out helped materially to beat the Y.M.C.A. on July 28th.
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The same player, with A. J. Smith, was concerned in a useful stand of 90 for the third wicket in a drawn game against Bedminster, and 78 by W. H. Lovell went a long way towards beating Westbury. Good batting brought about wins against Bishopston and Stapleton in the next two games, but of the last five of the season Frenchay lost four and drew one.
Unpromising Start.
1924 started in most unpromising manner, for in the first match R. Ford scored 62 but no other batsman got more than four, and the whole side was out for 80. Good bowling by R. Sharpe nearly saved the game, but in spite of his six for 22, the Schoolmasters got 105.
The next three games were drawn, and it would appear that the weather was largely to blame for that unsatisfactory state of affairs. A. Attwood, taking seven for 20, got Lodway out for 52 after Frenchay had declared at 124 for two. Against Downend the wickets were shared by C. B. Godwin and S. Hacker for 29 and 54 respectively, but the batsmen on both sides failed for the game was won by Downend by 97 - 62.
The following week, July 5th, saw one of those breathless finishes. The Schoolmasters were dismissed for 122, and when the last Frenchay man went in it looked as if the Schoolmasters were booked for an easy win for the score stood at 97. However, the total was taken to 121 before the last man was out. A win by one run has to be experienced to be appreciated--in print if falls very flat. The following week saw another Frenchay century--this time by A. J. Smith (103 retired)--in a useful win by four wickets over Stapleton.

Godwin and Sharpe.
C. B. Godwin continued to do remarkably well with the ball with such performances as eight for 29 against the United Banks, five for 53 against St. George, and six for 20 against Downend, but he was not always backed up by good batting so the results were not always as good as they should have been.
When Frenchay visited Wells, however, the bowling was so good that the match was won easily, in spite of the fact that Frenchay scored only 50. C. B. Godwin took four for five and Roy Sharpe got his best result to date with six for five, Wells being out for 12. The following week R. Sharpe again did the damage--seven for 28--to bring about a win against Long Ashton 93--75.

Three Severe Losses.
At the beginning of 1925 Frenchay suffered three severe losses against Schoolmasters, Packers and Knowle, and it was not until the fourth game, the return match with Packers, that the luck changed. C. B. Godwin again played a very important part in this win, for he scored 78 and .then took four for 21. In the batting he was well supported by A. J. Smith who scored 56, the final scores being Frenchay 202 for eight and Packers 114.
The I.odway game again proved a triumph for the bowlers of both sides. Frenchay were dismissed for 74 and then C. B. Godwin took four for seven in 11 overs and R. Sharpe six for 20, Lodway being all out for 36. A heavy beating was suffered at the hands of Stapleton on June 1st. Frenchay were all out for 99, and Stapleton passed the score with only two wickets down and went on to collect 190 for seven, with the honours going to H. Skidmore, G. Lear and R. Weeks.

More Bowling Triumphs.
In lnost of the games at this stage it fell to the lot of Roy Sharpe to share the burden of the bowling with C.B. Godwin. They were always dangerous, and on June 2nd Godwin took four for 32 and Sharpe five for 42 to dismiss Downend for 75 after Frenchay had made 145. E.N. Plaster got going with the bat on June 27th scoring 87 against Lodway who were beaten by 194--122, Godwin taking seven for 58. The United Banks were well beaten when W. H. Lovell scored 111 out of Frenchay's 209, the United Banks being out for 140.
For two consecutive weeks, 222 runs were scored against Frenchay who lost both games, being out for 71 against St. George and 83 against Y.M.C.A. but Downend were beaten again, Frenchay scoring 254 for eight (F. M. Fry 87 and Godwin 55) and getting their opponents out for 163.

Low Scoring Season.
Loss of records necessitates another jump, this time to July 9th, 1927 when, thanks to good bowling by E. Guy (five for 14), the United Banks were beaten by 122--80. St George then dismissed Frenchay for 36, top score eight, and won by six wickets. Y.M.C.A. also won, and then a narrow win of five runs was obtained over Bedminster. The season 1927 was a season of low scores, for tile century was passed only four times after July 9th, three times by opponents and only once by Frenchay.
The Rugbeians (Bristol Rugby Football Club) were played on the Memorial Ground on August 6th when the bowling of H. Stabbins (four for 29) and R. Sharpe (six for 25) proved too good for them, and they were all out for 60. Even so, it was only some big hitting by H. Stabbins, who scored 30 (one six and five fours) in an eighth wicket stand, which beat them. R. Ford (43 not out) was the only batsman to get double figures in a score of 77 for six in reply to 70 by Brislington, E. Guy taking five for 21.

Godwin and Marsh Return.
C. B. Godwin was a noticeable absentee from the side in 1927, but he returned in 1928 and in the first game took five for 22 against Packers, who were beaten by 90--50. R. Sharpe and Godwin got Knowle out for 88, sharing the wickets for 42 and 46 respectively (no extras) Frenchay winning by four wickets.
H. Stabbins and P. Hazard made a grand stand for the eighth wicket - carrying the score from 43 to 136 - against Lodway, who managed to save the game, losing seven wickets for 119 at the close of play.
The highest score of the season was made against the Pottery. Nearly everyone making a useful contrilmtion to a total of 232. The Pottery compiled 231 for eight, but the last two wickets fell for the addition of one run, and the game ended in a very exciting tie.
R. B. Marsh returned to the side for the latter half of the season and showed his skill against Lodway scoring 46 out of 192 and then taking five wickets for 13 to dismiss them for 66. In the following match, against the Bohemians, he took five for 20, and was instrumental in gaining another win by 102--79.

BY-GONE DAYS RECALLED.
First Village Club in the County.

We are indebted to the late Dr. C. H. B. Elliott for the following information:--
"I am told that the first to make a pitch on the Common were the sons of Mr Wadham, who settled in the Manor House in 1818. The available space was originally small owing to the quarrying which was taking place on the South side and the number of trees. Mr. W. H. P. Jenkins, who was President of the Club for some years and who held the Manorial Rights, was the last to have some trees taken down. He died in 1916.
"The Club, which claims to be the first village Club in the County, was established in 1846. Members of the Grace family constantly played for it and their mother was a regular spectator at the matches. One of the family (prollably G. F.) drove a ball on one occcasion and struck the face of the church clock.
"T. G. Matthews and E. J. Taylor (afterwards Town Clerk of Bristol) who played for the County, were merehers of the Club during their residence in Frenchay, the latter being captain for some time. W. E. Mirehouse and Frank W. Crossman also played for it.
"In more recent tinms, Alfred Greenway and H. Hibbs were captains.
"John Fox, who died in 1935, was a noted bowler and was the oldest member of the Club."		Frenchay, March 28th. 1942.
A Thin Time.
The Club experienced a pretty thin time in 1929. From the records available, it would appear that the main weakness was in the bowling for, although at times the team scored quite reasonaisle totals, the chief trouble seemed to be to get the opponents out.
On May 21st, the brothers Plaster, E. N. and H. E., gave the side a good start against Downend scoring 57 before being parted, but the remainder failed, the total being 82, and the game was lost by 41 runs. The following week, the same two put on 49 for the tirst wicket against Stapleton, but again the game was lost by 144--
Against l,odway on June 1st a last wicket stand of 78 by W. G. Davies (48) and A. Artwood (49) helped towards a total of 216, but this time the match was drawn as Lodway scored 156 for seven, G. G. Kethro making 87.

Unimpressive.
For the first part of the season Frenchay were definately not impressive, making low scores & losing most of their matches. Against Westbury on June 8th, E. J. Godfrey made top score (38) out of a total of 70, and the match was lost by 31 runs. However, on Auigust 11th the batsmen found their form, and with R. B. Marsh scoring 112, W. G. Davies 70, and A. E. Godfrey 32, they piled up 255 against Knowle, but again were unable to win as the home team played out time with 135 for one (W. H. Hale 69 not out and H. Perry 49 not out.)
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1930 opened in much more promising style for, with Roy Sharpe taking eight for 29, Knowle were put out for 77, and with E. N. Plaster carrying his bat for 58, Frenchay won by 37 runs.

Short-lived.
The triumph was short lived, however, for the following week, the Schoolmasters compiled 189 for seven (H. A. Reed 97) and Frenchay managed to draw with 151 for four, E.J. Godfrey being top scorer with 55. Fry's also collected a large total of 215 for three in spite of Frenchay trying seven bowlers, and the home side just managed to force a draw with 137 for seven. Frenchay as visitors at St. George on June 7th, suffered a terrible "bending" when the home team put on 306 for seven (C. D. Bryant 90 and A. Reed 80) to which the reply was 107, E. Guy 27 and R. Sharpe 24 being the top scorers. The second victory of the season came on June 10th, when Downend visited the Common. The home team scored 136 (P. H. Hazard 37 and E. J. Godfrey 31) and the visitors were out for 112 (R. Sharpe five for 30).
In the next game, however, N. Thompson, scoring 121, helped the Y.M.C.A. to reach a total of 290, to which Frenehay replied with 171 (W. Davies 40 and W. H. Lovell 33 not out) so another loss was recorded. Roy Sharpe (seven for 42) and Den. Wilson (three for 33) insposed of Lodway for 80 on June 21st and E. Plaster and P. Hazard scoring 70 and 56 respectively towards a total of 176, caused the third win to be registered. A word must be said for Hunt, the Lodway bowler, for, after Sage had taken the first wicket, he was responsible for the dismissal of all the remaining batsmen.
An exciting match was that against the Old Bristolians on August 30th which resulted in a tie - each side scoring 63. For Frenchay, Roy Sharpe took five for 44 and an outstanding performance was that of C. Berry who helped Roy by bowling 4.1 overs during which he took four wickets for one run.

Good Performances.
Some fine performances were seen during the second match of 1931 when J. Phillips scored 107 out of the Old Bristolians' total of 192, Roy Sharpe taking eight wickets for 38. P. Hazard made 64 and R. Sharpe followed up his bowling performance by scoring 44, Frenchay finishing with 157 for eight.
Frenchay introduced new blood into the attack when J. Lovell, a bowler of some pace, joined the Club. His first performance of note was five wickets for 25 on May 5th against Stapleton.
Another outstanding bowling performance was the taking of nine for 39 in 10.1 overs against Downend by Roy Sharpe, but once again the batsmen failed and Downend won.
The 1931 season was ……………. Club winning only four games, losing eight …………. of the latter being brought about by rain.
[This last paragraph is partly obscured by a postage stamp]
1932 opened poorly, the first two games being lost, in spite of continued success with the bat by W. G. Davies, who scored 84 runs in his first two innings.
H. C. Carnelley was going in first at that time and his stubborn defence frequently gave the team a good start. He and P. Hazard started well against Stapleton on the Common on May 16th and with the others following up with consistent batting, the innings was declared closed at 155 for nine. R. Sharpe then got busy and took six for 28, the visitors being dismissed for 90, only R. M. Weeks (55 not out) putting up any real show.

Local Derby.
The "Local Derby" with Downend resulted in a draw. Arty Pearse, H. Craddy, A. Winstone and W. Craddy laid tile foundation for a score of 199, but Frenchay played out time with 88 for five, of which H. Carnelley scored 40 (24 singles). In the following game Frenchay scored a level "ton" against I.odway, and this proved sufficient to beat them, for with R. Sharpe taking eight for 31, they were all out for 50.
St. George gave Frenchay some leather hunting on June 4th and after dismissing their visitors for 84 they put on 271 for seven (C. D. Bryant 140). Bill Rose came into the team on June 7th and helped beat the Tramway Co. After E. Plaster had scored 43 out of 107, Rose got among the wickets to the tune of seven for 21, the Trams being dismissed for 95.

Shock for Brislington.
Brislington received a shock on June 15th for, after they had declared at 139 for seven, Frenchay put -n 147 for four (H. Carnelley 49, H. Plaster 36 and E. Plaster 32) and won by six wickets.
Frenchay were doing much better at that stage and 106 by P. Hazard and 41 by H. Carnelley enabled them to declare at 228 for six against Lodway who, however, forced a draw with 214 for nine (N. Bunce 93 not out).
Another draw with big scores was against the Pottery. H. Carnelley scored 62, H. Plaster 67, E. J. Godfrey 69 and Frenchay declared at 230 for six, but H. Dando 46 and R. Ford 64 not out enabled the visitors to play out time, and finish with 170 for four.

Remarkable Feature.
A remarkable feature of this season was that after the game with Brislington, Frenchay won only once. Although scoring quite a lot, of runs, even declaring five times with over 200·to their credit. They lost four of the remaining matches and drew seven. 
A summary of the averages shows that P. Hazard finished the season with a total of 544 runs (average 34) and H. Carnelley 52l (average 26) while R. Sharpe took 63 wickets for an ayerage of 14.09).
H. Carnelley celebrated the opening of the 1933 season by scoring 102 not out in the first match against Brislington and the team declared at 188 for six. The match, however, was drawn, tih visitors reaching a total of 140 for seven.
Another century was scored in the next game, this time against Frenchay by D. Wilkins of Knowle, his 109 enabling that team to declare at 244 for six. Macdonald Watson then clean bowled nine of the Frenchay batsmen, and the whole side was out for 80.
R. Sharpe, taking seven for 31, enabled Frenchay to snatch a narrow victory over the Schoolmasters on April 29th, the scores being Frenchay 81 and the Schoolmasters 75.

Alan Matthews' Debut.
That season saw another new name in the Frenchay ranks--that ot A. I. Matthews of whom so much was to be beard in later years. In his first game, on May 13th against Fry's, he took one wicket for 27 and, going in last, was not out at nil. In his next match, however, against Stapleton, he took six for 45 and scored 21 not out and that, together with 57 by D. Wilson, helped the side to win by 182--100.
The game with St. George on the Common was of great interest. The visitors, batting first, put on 206 and Frenchay were left with exactly two hours to get them. The first three wickets fell at 63 and then E. Plaster and P. Hazard got togettler and, at a great pace, knocked up 107 for a fourth wicket partnership. The rapid scoring went on, Frenchay eventually winning by five wickets with five minutes to spare. E. Plaster scored 77 and P. Hazard 85 not out. What a race against the clock, and what excitement!

Attack Strengthened.
Alan Matthews again proved his worth against Stapleton by taking seven for 22, Frenchay winning by 102--82. His value to the side at that time was obvious. The batsmen were still able to score runs as in past seasons, and now, with a much stronger attack, it was possible to get the other sides out and much more satisfactory reslults were obtained.
With Matthews taking five for 35 and E. J. Godfrey scoring 49, P. Hazard 38 and J. I. Thomas 33 not out, the tables were turned, Frenchay winning by 160--127. Consistent batting enabled Frenchay to score 225 against Lodway and then Matthews taking eight for 29, brought off another win, the opposing side being out for 98. On June 24th, H Hibbs brought a team to the Common, but the bowling of R. Sharpe and H. Plaster was too good for them and the Club won by 151--78.
A. Matthews, bowling at the Clanage on July 22nd, helped Frenchay to upset Bedminster who, at that time, were doing remarkably well. Frenchay batted first and scored 143 and then Matthews took seven for 39, the home team being put out for 60.
Knowle also went down. Matthews captured six for 53 and E. Plaster scored 82 not out, Frenchay winning four wickets--Knowle 141 and Frenchay 143 for six.
On August 7th C. Monks scored 104 and H. Craddy 80 for Downend, who declared at 302 for four, and Frenchay were very lucky to force a draw with 164 for eight. Bedminster also got their revenge on the Common and, in spite of Matthews taking six for 44, they won by 128--98.

Hat Trick Wins Match.
Great excitement reigned during the last over of the game with Fry's at Somerdale on August 19th. Frenchay had scored 173 (E. J. Godfrey 53) and Fry's looked like forcing an easy draw. When "last over" was called they had scored 100 and had four wickets in hand. With the first ball of the over Matthews clean bowled Ellerker, then with the third, fourth, and fifth balls he bowled Davis, Calbreath and Neal, so winning the match with the "hat trick" in the very nick of time.
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September 2nd brought more leather hunting for Frenchay at St. George, Frenchay were dismissed for 120, and the home side lost two wickets for 150 when C. Bryant and G. Hall got together and scored very freely, going on until both had scored a century--the innings closed at 243 for two.
The following week E. J. Godfrey scored 105 out of a total of 187 for eight against the Optimists, but the result was a draw the visitors making 149 for eight. The last match of the season was also drawn with the scores--Bohemians 153 for eight and Frenchay 109 for seven.
The averages show that E. N. Plaster, H. C. Carnelley and E. J. Godfrey all scored over 500 runs during the season, while A. I. Matthews took 82 wickets and R. Sharpe 46.

Depressing Opening.
1934 opened in most depressing fashion the first success not being attained until June 2nd. Up to that date matches had been lost to Downend and Lodway and that with Stapleton drawn. St. George
were the victims of the first success, thus giving the Frenchay men some measure of recompense for the leather hunting they had experienced on the same ground the previous season. Consistent batting gave Frenchay the opportunity to declare at 193 for nine. St. George were then dismissed for 65 (A. Matthews five for 32) only J. H. Britton (32) getting double figures.
The luck had turned for, with the help of 106 (20 fours) by E. Plaster and 49 by Roy Sharpe, Frenchay reached 247 for eight and the Y.M.C.A. were put out for 115, C. R. Jarvis taking three for 10 in eight overs.
Fortune smiled until June 30th and in that spell Lodway were beaten (F. C. Godfrey scoring 59, P. Hazard 65, and C. Jarvis taking four for 13) and Wotton-under-Edge went down, thanks largely to 107 by P. Hazard.

Two Centuries.
The Schoolmasters broke the spell on the Common when, after being sent back for 113 (C. Jarvis five for 18), they dismissed the home side for 88. The following week saw some heavy scoring at Frenchay where the Club, after losing three wickets for 29, put up a total of 234 for five (E. J. Godfrey 108, Eric Lewis 54 and R. Sharpe 40) and the Pottery put up the splendid reply of 229 for five, H. Benney scoring 110 and H. Dando 54.
The next game, against the Y.M.C.A., was also drawn. Y.M. scored 241 for eight (D. Johnson 70 and C. J. Axe 61, J. I. Thomas five for 40) and Frenchay followed with 178 for six (A. Matthews 85 not out).
An evening game played on July 25th is worthy of mention. The Cleve Rugby Club provided the opposition, but failed against the bowling of Matthews who took eight for 21 in five overs, and were all out for 44. The sportsmen of the Rugby Club took their beating well, blamed the "bumpy pitch," and challenged the Cricket Club to a Rugby match.

Matthews 8 for 19.
67 by W. H. Jennings, 57 by C. Jarvis and six for 46 by A. Matthews brought the next game to a definite conclusion, the Pottery being the losers by five wickets. August 11th brought another defeat, for Bedminster this time, and they were soon all out for 50 against the attack of Matthews who took eight for 19, Frenchay winning by seven wickets with P. Larkin top scorer with 60.
Over 500 runs in one afternoon were again scored on August 25th when the Old Bristolians were the visitors. The O. B.'s declared at 260 for seven (J. Box 95), the reply being 249 for six (E. J. Godfrey 94 and E. N. Plaster 54).
The season concluded with a draw. At Coombe Dingle, as visitors to the Bohemians, Frenchay scored 121 for five (J. Thomas 42) and, Matthews taking six for 36 nearly brought off a win, but the Bohemians finished up with 102 for eight.
The summary for 1934 shows that P. Hazard topped his previous season's total with 672, J. Godfrey finished with 567, while Roy Sharpe had the biggest bag of wickets--40.
R. H. Ford rejoined the Frenchay ranks in 1935, and on May 11th helped E. N. Plaster to put on 166 for a first wicket partnership. Four wickets fell at the same score, and the innings closed for 238. Apart from E. Plaster's 100 and R. Ford's 88 only one other batsman reached double figures, but the game was won with R. Sharpe and K. Grainger sharing the wickets. Ford, by making 73 out of 181, and Matthews (seven for 23) were responsible for St. George being beaten on June 1st when they were all out for 52.

Reg. Weeks in Form.
R. M. Weeks, of Stapleton, was in great form on his own ground when he took all the wickets and then scored 85, Frenchay coming a cropper to the tune of 140--159 for three.
After a long interval, Thornbury returned to the fixture list, and visited the Common on July 6th only to lose by 136 against 261 for eight. It is interesting to note that their team still included one of the Grace family--namely another F. H.
A. Matthews again did the damage when he took eight Bedminster wickets for 21, dismissing them for 69, and Frenchay got home with 124 all out. Fry's were also well beaten when R. Sharpe (five for 39) and K. Grainger (four for 14) sent them back for 66, Frenchay scoring 169 for eight.
The season was rounded off with a good win against the United Banks who were skittled by R. Sharpe and H. Plaster for 68, the home team winning by scoring 155.
The number of runs scored that season was not so high as the previous few seasons, R. H. Ford getting the highest total of 460, while R. Sharpe again had the greatest number of wickets this, time 41.

W. H. Benney's 100.
For the first match in 1936 the Frenchay team included two new names--that of W. H. Benney and C. W. Adams, the latter being a wicket-keeper. In the second game, Benney piled up 116 not out, and with 57 from R. Alford. put up 234 for seven against Fry's who collapsed for 80, Benney taking the last three wickets for four runs in three overs.
In spite of 46 by Benney and 41 by Ford, Stapleton brought off a win by two wickets thanks chiefly to 38 by H. Skidmore and a quick 31 (two sixes and four fours) by G. Humphreys. E. Plaster's 71 and C. Jarvis's five for 36 were mainly responsible for a narrow win of five runs over Lodway.
St. George administered another defeat when, after losing two for 114, they declared at 189 for eight (J. Thomas taking seven for 36) and Frenchay in reply failed miserably. They were all out for 75 of which R. H. Ford got 50, C. Jarvis 12 and Extras 9, there being no fewer than six "ducks" in the Frenchay score.
With 214 for nine to their credit (R. M. Weeks 75) Stapleton appeared to be in a very good position on June 1st at Frenchay, but E. J. Godfrey getting 52 not out and the others giving good support, the home side played it out for 160 for three.

Past v. Present.
On July 1st a team of players who had either retired from the game or were playing elsewhere, was welcomed on the Common in a "Past v. Present" match. Some good batting by H. Watkins (46), R. B. Marsh (55) and W. Rose (33 not out) enabled the "Past" to declare at 191 for six, which total proved too big for the "Present" who could manage only 131 in reply. The "Past" team was composed of H. Watkins, W. Davies, R. B. Marsh, W. Sharpe, W. H. Lovell, E. C. Lovell, W. J. Rose, H. Smith, A. G. Ford, F. Fitz and E. Matthews.
Thanks largely to H. Plaster, who took eight for 28 and scored 37, a Thornbury team (this time without a Grace) was beaten by 137--94. R. Ford also helped in the victory when he scored 43 (two sixes and seven fours). Two brilliant overs by G. Shipton in which he took three for eight, rounded off Fry's innings on August 15th for 83 and W. H. Benney piling up 134 not out in a total of 193 for two fairly swamped the chocolate team. R. Ford, scoring 123, put his team in a fine position.--232 for eight--but St. George replied with 221 for five in a drawn game.

Roll of Honour.
It is with pride and gratitude that the Frenchay Cricket Club acknowledges its debt to the following members who served their country in the first world war of 1914---1918:--
H. Jones. J. Kilby. H. Wadlow (jnr.) who made the supreme sacrifice,
and	A. G. Ford.		W.H. Lovell.		Reg. Ford.
		E. Matthews.		H. Jefferies.		R.G. Rathbone.
		A. Kendall.		A.J. Smith.		J. Kirk.
		Hy. Smith.
Also to the following who served in the second world war of 1939--1945:--
Reg Ford. Eric Lewis. Bill Wallace (Groundsman), and H. Williams, who made the supreme sacrifice,
and 	F. Andrews.		F. Harris.		S. Bates.
		D. Hazard.		G. Britton.		J. Hobbs.
		W. Burton.		C. Kendall.		C. Clark.
		A. Matthews.		M. Clutterbuck.	R. Matthews.
		M. Dando.		A. Mills.		R. Dando.
		R Mitchell.		J Fox.			R. Sharpe.
		J Garland.		C. Shipton.		F Godfrey.
		W Trevillion.		A. Golding.		F. Turner.
		D. Golledge.		R Wallace.
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1937 Doings.
Frenchay started 1937 with a win against the Schoolmasters in a low scoring game of 89--76. After Frenchay had declared for 184 for eight, Fry's broke their sequence of defeats by knocking off the runs for five wickets at Somerdale on May 8th.
The following week Stapleton just managed to save the game. Frenchay declared at 190 for six (C. W. Adams 56 not out). R. Sharpe took seven for 40 and very nearly brought about a result for, when stumps were drawn, Stapleton had lost nine wickets for 97. Two days later, Whit-Monday, Frenchay did manage to finish them off. With R. Ford top scorer (70) they put up 217 and then dismissed their opponents for 68.
C. W. Adams was again top scorer with 33 out of 146 against downed, but 83 by A. E. Wreford brought a win for his team by 24 runs.
C. Carey, carrying his bat for 31, did not save Lodway on May 22nd as the side was all out for 90 the wickets falling thus--three for 74, four, five, six and seven for 76, eight for 77, nine for 89 and ten for 90. Frenchay scored 164 with the help of C. Jarvis's 38 .

Accurate Bowling.
Some very accurate bowling by R. Sharpe was the feature of the St. George match on May 29th. He bowled 24 overs for 45 runs and five wickets, his first 18 overs yielding only 20, and his performance helped considerably towards a win by seven runs 167--174.
It is a pity that the "remarks" column was discontinued for, at times further information about certain games would be most helpful. For instance, one would like some "on the spot" views of the match v. the Y.M.C.A. at Frenchay on July 10th. The score-book just says that the Y.M. put up a score of 212. E. Clarke and D. Johnson put on 115 for the first wicket and A. Kembury and R. Clarke made a final stand of 35. When their turn came, the home team lost the first wicket for two but later, a fifth wicket stand of 75 by H. Plaster and C. W. Adams enabled Frenchay to pass the score with three wickets in band, Eric Lewis, top scorer with 59. But there must have been more in it than just that.
Another useful stand was that between E. J. Godfrey and C. R. Jarvis who put on 104 for the third wicket against Flax Bourton on July 24th, Frenchay declaring at 225 for seven. The visitors were dismissed for 81, K. Grainger taking four for 16 and W. Jennings three for 21.

Only Just Failed.
Cliff Monks of Downend, only just failed to beat frenchay ,off his own bat on August 2nd, his score of 114 out of 222 being only three short of that of the whole Frenchay team. The following game v. Bedminster also ended disastrously for Frenchay who were well beaten by 211--69, while the next game brought the third successive defeat. This was against the Old Bristolians for whom Rev. J. M. D. Stancomb got 101 not out, and with J. B. Jones put on 119 for the seventh wicket. The OBs declared at 244 for eight. Frenchay were all out for 106.
The match against the United Banks gave Frenchay the chance to regain their confidence for, after dismissing their opponents for 74 (K. Grainger five for 18), E. N. Plaster (62) and D. J. Hazard (40) put on 104 before being parted.
One cannot leave 1937 without a word about C. W. Adams, the wicket keeper, who scored 370 runs at an average of 23 and conceded only 160 byes in 22 matches--just over seven per match. A great asset to any team.

Great Performances.
Alan Matthews, who had been absent from the team for the greater part .f the previous season, returned in 1938, and in the first game took six for 23 against Bishopston, who were all out for 104 after Frenchay had declared at 221 for four (E. J. Godfrey 62 and R. Ford 58).
Fry's were disposed of by Matthews (five for 35) and R. Sharpe (five for 37) for 95, after Frenchay had scored 141. The former's seven for 34 against Lodway failed to save the game for Frenchay were dismissed for 86 and C. Carey knocked up 74 not out, Lodway just scraping home by one wicket.
	St. George found Matthews again on top on May 28th when his six for eleven brought about their dismissal for 88 in reply to Frenchay's 130:

Best Effort.
Matthews' best effort for FrenChay was seven for five in seven overs against Y.M.C.A., who were out for 56 (H. Rowlands 35) the home side winning by seven wickets.
Downend brought it off again by 142---109, in spite of eight for 61 by Matthews. The batsmen triumphed in the next game v. lodwaY when, after the visitors had scored 179, Frenchay got them with four wickets in hand, thanks to E. Lewis (54) and H. Dando (53 not out).
There was breathless excitement again in the Knowle game on the Common. Knowle out for 77 (A. Matthews six for 31, P. Haines four for 16), Frenchay all out 78.
God batting by W. Reynolds (87) and R. Golledge (37) enabled the Schoolmasters to win by 50 in spite of a good 55 by E. J Godfrey. This was followed by a win by eight wickets over Thornbury, against whom Matthews took six for 23 and E. J. Godfrey scored 52 not out and W. H. Benney 45 not out. Thornbury made 89, Frenchay 148 for two.
W. Jennings, taking five for 19, was largely responsible for dismissing Old Bristolians for 72 on August 20th and Frenchay won quite easily, compiling 167 with A. F. Golledge top scorer with 49.

Century by Matthews.
A Matthews added to his fame when he compiled a century (102 not out) against St. George, Frenchay declaring at 218 for seven the visitors replying with 137. The following week he had another field day, taking seven United Banks wickets for 23 (U.B.'s all out for 44) and scoring 51 out of 153.
The season ended with a good win over Civil Service, who were put out for 124, Frenchay, thanks to 82 not out by E. J. Godfrey, passing that score with four wickets in hand.
The summary shows that E. J. Godfrey made the splendid total of 690 during the season, while Alan Matthews scored 492 in addition to taking 93 wickets at a cost of 7.02 each.

1939 Season.
1939 showed Roy Sharpe still going strong and his five for 26 paved the way for a good win by seven wickets over the Old Bristolians who were put out for 81. The following week his four for 31 and W Jennings' four for 16 brought about a nine wicket win over Fry's, B. L. Watkins scoring 44 and E. Plaster 52 not out.
B. L. Watkins scored a century (108 not out) and this, backed up by A. Matthews taking six for 36, resulted in a sweeping victory over Stapleton - Frenchay 240 for five, Stapleton 79.
Lodway and Stapleton were beaten again, while the game with St. George was drawn. Downend later brought about a collapse, for Frenchay were out for 70 against 278 for nine. In the next game . however, Frenchay recovered, and 81 by E N Plaster and 47 by A Matthews, both not out, enabled Frenchay to score 203 for four in reply to Y.M.C.A.'s 160 (W. Jennings five for 22).

Double for Knowle.
E. Plaster made a valiant effort to save his side against Knowle, carrying his bat for 29, but the rest of the team collapsed against the bowling of Craig and Essex, the whole team being out for 52, the home side scoring 117. B. L. Watkins again got a century (106) against Bishopston and with E. J. Godfrey scoring 48 and C. Jarvis 45 not out, Frenchay declared at 251 for eight, the visitors being dismissed for 160.
Knowle completed the double by winning again on the Common, scoring 156 (W. G. Essex 65, A. Matthews seven for 64) Frenchay being out for 122 in spite of 46 by Matthews.
A narrow revenge was obtained over Downend in the return match on the Common, the visitors being all out for 100 (R. Sharpe five for 56) and the home team 109, A. Pearse taking eight wickets.
Fry's and Old Bristolians were both well beaten the successes being due mainly to the bowling of Matthews who took five for 16 in both games. St. George were also beaten, this being the last match as the season was brought to an early close at the outbreak of war. B. L. Watkins headed the batting averages with a total of 432 and A. Matthews the bowling with 65 wickets.

War-time Difficulties.
With the coming of 1940 a variety of difficulties were anticipated but the Club, with grit and determination and the help of Secretary A. F. Golledge, resolved to carry on in order that members who had been, or were likely to be, called to the colours, could have a game when possible and would find the Club in full working order when they returned when it was all over.
Fortunately the ground was left available, but the services of a regular groundsman were unobtainable. The old stalwart, Bill Wallace, who had kept the ground in such splendid trim for so many years, returned to the Merchant Navy in which he served until his tragic death in 1944. Many compliments had been paid to him by visiting teams but, perhaps, the best memorial to him lay in the fact that after he had left us, owing to his zeal in past years, it was a comparatively easy job for the players to keep the wicket going.
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It was expected that the personnel would be constantly changing but, by agreement, the officers were to retain their positions even though they might not be able to fulfill their duties, temporary officers being appointed to carry on in their absence.

Sweeping Victories.
The season opened with a sweeping victory' over Fry's who were dismissed for 26 after Frenchay's declaration at 204 for six. E.J. Godfrey, keeping to his accepted form, started with 53, A. Matthews 66 and D. Fitz, promoted from the second team, got 66 not out including five sixes. Stapleton were also beaten fairly easily by 126--70, A. Matthews taking five for 18. Although their last five wickets fell for only six runs, Lodway reached a total of 142 and succeeded in winning by 74.
Against St. George Matthews scored 64 out of 123 and then he took (five for 33) and Reg Wallace (five for 15) which sent the home team back for 79. The batsmen failed against the bowling of Davies and Clark of the Y.M.C.A. being all out for 67 in reply to 112.

Tables Turned.
When Lodway visited the Common, the tables were turned on them for Roy Sharpe took seven for 23 and they were out for 58, to which Frenchay replied with 122 (C. Kendall 36).
The Y.M.C.A. also won their return game, but this time by the narrow margin of four runs, Matthews being Frenchay's top scorer with 73 not out. The same player went one better the following week and got 104 not out in a total of 204 for three against Flax Bourton who could muster only 80.
Knowle won by 119--55 following which, thanks to 75 by F. Turner and 59 by Matthews, Frenchay put on 208 for five to beat Cotham who were out for 167.

Service Sides Welcomed.
Service sides were seeking games at that time, and were heartily welcomed on the Common. On August 17th a team from the Gloucestershire Regiment "came, saw and conquered," scoring 116 and skittling the home side for 49.
St. George were narrowly beaten by 123--114 and then came a crash on the Civil Service ground, where Frenchay managed to get 130 but R. B. Marsh soon put paid to their hopes of a victory by knocking up 167 (9 sixes and 20 fours) out of 235 for six.
One of the first incidents of note in 1941 was the collapse of St. George against whom A. Matthews took six for ten and R. Sharpe two for seven, no one reaching double figures in a score of 21. Frenchay, having scored 109, were able to record a good win. Down-end registered another success on June 28th, C. Monks getting 100 not out in a total of 207 for four, Frenchay only reaching 87 with D. Fitz top scorer 28 (five fours and one six).
C. Jarvis, getting 51, assisted the Club to beat the Y.M.C.A. by one wicket--scores 149 and 150 for nine.

Fortunes Fluctuate.
St. George secured their revenge on July 12th when they scored 183 for eight and got Frenchay out for 119. P. Richardson was the Frenchay star with 53, F. Palmer with 28 being the only other batsman to get double figures.
A weakened Knowle eleven was put out for 56 when A. Matthews took seven for ten on July 26th but even so, Frenchay were beaten, as they were skittled by Richards and King for 46. However, the tallies were turned on August 31st on the Common when Matthew took seven for 13, Knowle being all out for 38 while the home team got 98. The positions were reversed also in the Downend game when Matthews again triumphed with six for 14, and Downend were all out for 46 in reply to 91.
An R.A.F. team from Winterbourne came to the Common on August 2nd, and lost by 20 runs, P. Richardson getting 44 for Frenchay after D. Fitz had taken four for 18. Pollard of the 377 Heavy A.A. Battery did well for his side scoring 63 out of 138 but they lost as Frenchay declared at 186 for seven.
Yet another service side, H.M.S. Cabot, was played on the County Ground on May 9th, 1942 when Frenchay declared at 169 for four (A. Matthews 66 not out) and dismissed the sailors for 67.
E. J. Godfrey made yet another century (102 not out) against Cotham when he and Matthews (54 not out) put on 122 for the third wicket and Frenchay declared at 182 for two against which Cotham got only 72.

Effects of the War.
The effect of the war was really beginning to be felt at this period. Some of the friends of long standing had been forced to give up, at least temporarily, as they had lost their grounds for a variety of reasons, while many of the star players were serving and were being sadly missed.
It was good to see the more fortunate clubs welcoming players whose clubs had been forced, temporarily, to suspend activities. Some clubs, Frenchay among them, found it impossible to run more than one team.

Glorious Uncertainty.
On June 20th C. W. Adams again made top score, 62, against Stapleton but our neighbours pulled it off by two wickets, 144--148 for eight.
The glorious uncertainty and the attractive fluctuations of the game have always been features of the matches with Downend. On June 27th the pendulum swung in favour of Frenchay when, after scoring 173, good bowling by Matthews (seven for 21) and Sharpe (three for four) sent the Downend players back for 26, no one getting double figures.
How different from the next encounter when, with E. J. Godfrey scoring 106 and C. W. Adams 45, Frenchay reached a total of 228 but another century (138), by C. Monks dashed their hopes of a victory, the game resulting in a tie with Downend six wickets in hand.
The return game with Stapleton went in favour of Frenchay in a game of low scores, 91--69, R. Sharpe and A. Matthews sharing the wickets for 28 and 20 respectively.
The National Smelting Co., visiting the Common for the first time, were roughly handled for the home side was able to declare at 237 for six (E. J. Godfrey 63, A. Matthews 62 and D. Fitz 58) and the visitors were able to get only.42.
The team from the Bristol Aeroplane Co. also provided new fixtures, the first encounter being drawn and the second ending in a victory of three wickets in favour of Frenchay.

Welcome Return.
R. B. Marsh made a very welcome return to the Club in 1943, and in his first game took five for 34 against Stapleton who, after being dismissed for 94, fairly skittled Frenchay for 23--again a side out with no one getting double figures.
An R.A.F. side assisted by L.A.C. Hazell, of Somerset, and Cpl. Jones, of Glamorgan, made 96 but lost by five wickets, R. B. Marsh this time showing his ability with the bat in making top score of 44.
Two more new clubs, Aero Engine Co. and the N.F.S. were welcome visitors but both were beaten, finding the bowling combination of Matthews and Marsh too strong for them. Stapleton also suffered in the same way when they were dismissed for 78 by the same two bowlers, after getting Frenchay out for 130.
The second time the N.F.S. came to Frenchay, they brought a very·strong side including H. Gimblett, of Somerset, J. Woodberry, C. Northover and S. Wills, all very well-known names in local cricket. The game was played under the most appalling conditions, rain falling most of the time. Only three members of the N.F.S. team batted (H. Gimblett 61, J. Woodberry 87 and C. Northover 41 not out and they declared at 189 for two, Frenchay being all out for 96.

Seven Successive Wins.
Then followed a more fortunate spell during which Frenchay won seven successive matches, their main strength being in their bowling, in which Matthews and Marsh figured very prominently. The last two games, against Downend and the N.F.S. were both drawn.
1944 saw the revival of the 2nd XI and it was good to see some of the older players getting back into harness in order that some of the younger men who were still at home could have an occasional game. Although the team did not get going until the season was well started, it did splendid work and provided much fun for many who would otherwise have had to be content with the role of spectator.

Good Start.
For the 1st XI, the season started well with a good win at the expense of Brislington. With 63 from D. Fitz, Frenchay declared at 196 for eight and Brislington were put out for 103. The B.A.C. were narrowly beaten by 23. R. B. Marsh (76) and C. W. Adams (43 not out) helped towards a total of 195 against Stapleton, who were disposed of for 71 (A. Matthews seven for 31).
Marsh, taking five for 17, was largely responsible for the collapse of Downend when they were out for 88, to which consistent batting brought a reply of 180, the Downend total being passed with only three wickets down.
The same R.A.F. side were again beaten, as were Knowle, Frenchay declared at 225 for five (R. B. Marsh 57, C. R. Jarvis 67 and D. Fitz 54 not out) and Marsh, securing nine for 17, put Knowle out for 102.
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Other Successes.
Aero Engines were also well beaten, W. Cranfield scoring 50 and C. W Adams and J. Thomas putting on 103 in half an hour for a ninth wicket stand in a total of 241 for eight, the visitors replying with 107.
R. B. Marsh (52), E. J. Godfrey (50) helped towards a declaration at 231 for five against Stapleton, but a splendid 82 by F. J. Weeks enabled our opponents to play out time with 172 for nine. Then followed two more drawn games, a win against a Royal Artillery Battery, and another win against Knowle in which game Bert Marsh scored a very quick 105 after Knowle had been dismissed for 58. Matches against Downend and the Y.M.C.A. were then lost but A. Matthews got going against B.A.C. and took eight wickets for 22, thus bringing about a victory by 178--54.
On August 19th, R. B. Marsh scored 106 in 65 minutes in a time limit match with the N.F.S. who, in reply to Frenchay's 232, scored 112. At Kingswood, D. Fitz rattled up a brilliant 96 in a total of 261 against Aero Engines, who were well beaten by 117 runs.
To round off the season, the Kleeneze Brush Co. sent a team to the Common and, after the home side had scored 162, Matthews took six for 17 and Marsh three for 11, to dismiss them for 45.

1945 Season.
The 1945 season opened with a game against the Y.M.C.A. which was won by Frenchay, thanks mainly to the work of Harry Pitts, a new member who proved his value by taking six for 27, the Y.M. being out for 81. Frenchay compiled 280 for five with W. E. Cranfield top scorer, being unfortunately run out when only two runs short of his century.
A. Matthews and H. Pitts shared the wickets for 38 and 31 respectively against the B.A.C. who were dismissed for 110, a brilliant 90 by R. B. Marsh bringing a good win by three wickets.
Downend upset the "apple-cart" when, after a first wicket partnership of 96 by Marsh (69) and C. R. Jarvis (26), Frenchay were put out for 147, in reply to which Downend scored 192.

Good Spell.
With W. E. Cranfield scoring 57 and A. Matthews 51 not out, Frenchay declared at 205 for six against Stapleton, who collapsed for 71. Tben followed a good spell during which wins were recorded against Knowle, Aero Engines and the N.F.S. These games brought forth good bowling by Ivor Guy, who took five for 42 in the Knowle game and three for 13 against the N.F.S., D. Fitz, who took five for 16 against Aero Engines, and H. Pitts who got five for 23 against Knowle and six for 28 against N.F.S.
Fine bowling by A. Matthews, who captured eight for 22, was mainly responsible for the N.F.S. being put out for 63 in reply to 276 for five in the return game.
Another grand game was that versus Bedminster. Frenchay scored 212 for nine, the honours going to D. Fitz (66) and I Guy (49), who made a stand of 80 for the sixth wicket. Guy followed this with good bowling (four for 22) and so yet another win, by 75 runs was gained.

Exciting Finish.
An exciting finish was seen in the return match with Stapleton when Frenchay struggled against good bowling by F. Weeks and A. E. Williams to collect only 107. Matthews and Marsh worked hard to win, but Stapleton proved to be too good, and a fighting 34 not out by A. E. Williams enabled them to win by one wicket.
A great pleasure to the Frenchay team in this game was the return of the Club captain, Roy Sharpe, who was on leave from Germany, but unfortunately his military duties prevented him from leading the team for the rest of the season.

Outstanding Game.
The outstanding game was that against Downend on the Common when the visitors batted extremely well to score 206. In reply, I. Guy proved his value as an opening batsman by scoring 51, but in spite of this, and other valiant efforts, Frenchay lost by 10 runs.
Against the National Smelting Co. Guy again batted well and rattled up a quick 73 (including 16 fours), and P. H. Hazard, who had recently returned from the R.A.F. and rejoined the Club, scored 68 helping to put up a total of 281 for eight. Guy completed his "day out" by taking five for 26, and the visitors were all out for 136.

Good Finish.
The two days holiday in celebration of victory in the Far East gave opportunities for two good games with Stapleton--both resulting in draws. They, however were full of interest, in spite of rain, and no fewer than 712 runs were scored during the two days. Perhaps the outstanding feature was R. B. Marsh's innings of 91, which included seven sixes, five being hit in one over.
Peter Richardson, with 57, was top scorer in the return game with Aero Engines at Kingswood, when Frenchay scored 185, and A. Matthews (four for 19) and H. Pitts (six for 51) got the home team out for 73. H. Pitts, who had made several good scores during the season, again proved himself a batsman as well as a bowler when he got 40 and with A. Matthews, who scored 84, put up 188 for six in the last game of the season against Brislington. As the home side could muster only 43 (in a very poor light) the season concluded with a flourish.
What a grand finish to the century to be able to record that during the last four seasons only nine games have been lost.

Reflections.
The perusal of the score-books in search of this story of a century of cricket has aroused a variety of thoughts and pictures in the mind of the writer. What interest there would be in a detailed account of the Common in 1846--or was it very much the same as it is to-day. How helpful an old picture would be in assisting our imagination of the setting of these very early games. On May 26th, 1945, Howard Marshall of the B.B.C., broadcast a description of part of the game with Stapleton on the Common. If only one could put on a recording of such a description of a game during the Club's first season.
Would that we had the power to see into the past and watch the team returning from away matches. No motor cars into which the whole team might be crammed; probably "shanks pony" or, on a very special occasion, a four-in-hand. And the "joy of living" not more than twopence a pint. Then there were the arguments between the players and umpires, and even the spectators.
What a treat to have seen those grand old players--Jack Fox, the Graces and others--and to have witnessed some of those big hits to which reference has been made. To have experienced the excitement which must have prevailed during those close finishes and which caused the spectators to encroach nearly on the wicket itself.

Apologies and Thanks.
It is possible that, not being familiar with the notabilities of the times, some names have been omitted or insufficiently stressed. This has not been in any way intentional, and apologies are offered to anyone who might feel disappointed that he, or an acquaintance of his, has not heen mentioned.
It is also realised that the second eleven does not figure very prominently in this story. That again has been far from intentional, and is due entirely to lack of space. Some amend of this is made in a short separate story written by our chairman.
The work done behind the scenes by the secretaries, the treasurers; and the committees is freely acknowledged, for it is fully realised that no club could run for one year, least of all 100 years, without such splendid effort and forfeiture of leisure time. To those, their reward must be in the knowledge that the Club, founded in 1846, is still "going strong" in 1946.
In certain of the score-books reference is made to "those who have paid their subscriptions." This again brings into prominence another contrast--namely, the financial state of the Club. How has this been brought about? We realise, of course, that there is a great difference between the subscriptions of to-day and those first mentioned (2/6 per year), but that does not account for it all. The Club owes much to those grand old stalwarts, usually non-players, who make it their duty and pleasure to carry the "box" round during the games and bring back substantial amounts towards expenses.

Ladies and Umpires.
Finally, what a sincere "thank you" is due to the ladies. Week after week they give up the pleasure of watching the play to attend to the comforts of the players. In so doing they not only make the afternoon complete, but their efforts also bring in a considerable portion of the "balance in hand" which causes so much satisfaction to the treasurer. Thus our debt to the ladies is two-fold.
The reference to "arguments between players and umpires" emphasises the greater control under which the game is played to-day. This control is due entirely to that grand body of men who function under the auspices of "The Bristol and District Cricket and Umpires Association." All lovers of the game are fully conscious of the important part played by the "gentlemen in the white coats" and we, as members of the said Association, are assured that our games will be controlled by impartial experts.
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 We are frequently told by the umpires themselves that they enjoy the games almost, if not entirely, as much as the players themselves. It appears that the only practical way in which we can express our gratitude to the umpires is to make their visits to the Common as enjoyable as possible in every respect. We would like to assure the Association that such is always our endeavour, but, at the same time, we feel that this book would not be complete without our recorded thanks to "a very fine body of sportsmen."

OUR SECOND ELEVEN.	By	E. MATTHEWS.
IT may seem to some readers that this book has overstressed the doings of the 1st XI and individual players to the exclusion of the 2nd XI. If this impression has been created, then it is an unintentional one from the Book Committee's point of view, whose aim is to present the story of Frenchay Cricket Club, and any material used has been fashioned for this purpose.
The Club is a club by virtue of its members, and their classification into 1st, 2nd or "A" members is a very secondary consideration. It is this principle of "all for the Club" that has been and must always be the bedrock of any club, whose existence is to be of such permanence as ours.
It is safe to predict that the centenary would not now be an accomplished fact if that principle of "all for each" and "each for all" had not been the guiding star of all those stalwarts, committee and players, who have kept the Old Club well before the public eye.

Pleasant Memories.
I have many very pleasant memories of games with the Seconds, going back to well before the first world war. I remember well our trips to out-games in either a wagonette or a four-in-hand, the life and soul of these parties being our late lamented stalwart "Punch" Baber, whose death we all regret.
I do not propose to make this an enumeration of names and doings but just random reflections.
I feel very delighted when I remember the many young fellows who played under me in their first games with the Club, and who later blossomed forth as enterprising first team players. The names that most readily come to mind are Ted Plaster, Roy Sharpe and Jack Godfrey, all of whom have captained the premier XI and made their names by many notable performances. There are many others who have graduated through the second string and given much service in the 1st XI, and also carried out much of the "behind the scenes" committee work.
I think here, amongst numerous others, of our "Roll of Honour" friends, Reg Ford anti Eric Lewis. This striving through the seconds to take a place in the premier side is the very heart of the game, and so long as we build upon this principle we shall not go far wrong.

Inspiring Examples.
Movement in the reverse direction also brings its memories. Many of our finest 1st XI players, when their games in that side have been over, have reverted to the 2nd XI, and by their example, advice and fine sporting spirit have been an inspiring and invigorating example to the youngsters. I can recall many of these but must content myself with but two names, Jack Fox and Bill Sharpe. Another fine player and good sportsman who figured prominently in the 2nd XI for many years was my predecessor as Chairman of the Club, Mr. W. Halliwell.
One further word! We look forward with every confidence, that now the world war cataclysm is over, our 2nd XI will play an important part in our affairs with such tried and untiring players as Cecil Kendall, Frank Andrews, Lew Golledge, and the many promising young players.who will join the ranks of our Club.
To conclude this section I append the 2nd XI average tables for the season 1906 :--

BATTING.
					Inns	Not out.Runs	Avge.
J. Fox, Junior (son of old Jack)15	3		240	20
H. Smith (County)			7	1	113	18.8
H. Tiley				9	3	112	18.6
Alec Rawlins				12	0	174	14.5
H. E. Hibbs 				12	1	144	13
Arth. Ford (of the White Lion)	18	2	142	8.8
J. Golledge				16	0	124	7.7
F. Adams				11	5	41	6.8



BOWLING.
			Runs.	Wickets.Av.			Runs.	Wickets.Av.
H. E. Hibbs	105	138 	8	Alec Rawlins	186	21	8.8
J. Fox, Junior	312	33	9.4	H. Tiley	130	9	14.4
F. Adams	221	14	15.7

THOSE WERE THE DAYS.
Reminiscences of Old Players.
Valuable contributions to this book, mainly in reminiscent vein, have been made by some old players and officials at the invitation of the Book Committee, and no doubt will be read with great interest.

MR. H. HIBBS (Vice-President).
My interest in cricket dates back to my far-off schoolboy days when I often watched Frenchay play on Mondays, and sometimes Wednesdays as well. This meant absenting myself from school, for which I had to pay the penalty next morning, but I felt fully compensated when I achieved my ambition and was elected a member at the age of 17 in 1887.
I was not then good enough a player to gain a regular place in the side, and played in only one or two games that year. The following season, however, I had better luck and played more or less regularly.
My first game that seasonwas against Horfield Garrison at Horfield. They had a strong side captained by Major Archdale, who afterwards played for Hants. Other members included Captain Fyfe, Lieutenant Rutherford and W. Robins, a fast under-arm bowler. I was lucky to get a good score which helped to secure me my place in the side.

Put on to Bowl.
Well do I remember the first time I was put on to bowl. We were playing at home, and as we were going out to field our Captain gave me a shock when he told me I was to start the bowling from the Church end. This was very surprising to me as we had such good bowlers as John Fox, G. B. Nichols (who played many years for Somerset), E. E. Browning and G. Ferris. In my first over I got a wicket for no runs and felt very pleased, but judge of my surprise when I was taken off at the end of the over, Nichols going on in my place.
At the end of the game the Captain said to me "I suppose you were surprised to be taken off after getting a wicket for no runs," and I told him that I thought it very strange to be put on when we had such a lot of fine bowlers. He then explained that it had come to his knowledge that the opposing side intended to send their Nos. 10 and 11 batsmen in first with the idea of hitting one of our hest bowlers into the rookery. "To meet this move," he said, "I put my last change bowler on first, and you are the last at present. You did just what was wanted." He added: "You may be captain some day and this may be a lesson to you. Watch your opponents as well as your own side." This advice I never forgot in later years.
When still young I was elected a member of the Committee, a position I was very proud of and retained for some years before being made Vice-Captain.

Captain in 1904.
In 1904 I was greatly honoured by being elected Captain, an office I held 'till 1922, being presented on my retirement with a silver tea service and illuminated address, both of which I prize highly.
I was succeeded by W. H. Lovell, and when, later, I retired from actual play I had held all the offices in the Club, the last honour to be conferred on me being that of Vice-President, a position I still hold.
I am as keen a follower of cricket as ever, especially Frenchay, naturally, and have tried to put back into the game something in return for the pleasure I have got out of it and which I have loved for so many years.
In such a long period as nearly 60 years, there have, of course, been endless changes, and as far as memory serves I should like to recall some of the many fellows I have met and played with.

Good Wicket-keepers…..
The Club has always possessed a good wicket-keeper, and the first I remember was E. J. Taylor, who became Town Clerk of Bristol, and kept for Gloucestershire. Then came A. W. Nash who I always regarded as the prince of wicket-keepers. He was also a first-class bat. Nash was followed by E. Ann and George Burchill, both first-class.
Afterwards came Harry Smith, who I knew as a boy, and whose father, George Smith, also played for Frenchay. Harry joined the Club as a bowler, but soon found his right place in the team, and not only rendered yeoman service to the Club but to Gloucestershire, and in my opinion was fully deserving a place in the England side.
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Since my playing days the Club has still been fortunate in possessing fine "keepers," including C. W. Adams, and W. E. Cranfield. The boy who hails from Frenchay shows really great promise and may turn out a second Harry Smith.

…..and Bowlers.
Among the many good bowlers we had during my playing career, and whose names will always be remembered, are John Fox, Nichols, Browning and Ferris (to whom I have already referred), also G. H. Pratten and C. H. Greenway. Then we had a few "surprise" bowlers who helped to keep us very strong in that department.
A boy named Edwards, who was found in Eastville Park, by F. Shepherd, a supporter of the club, turned out a first-class bowler, and played for us for a couple of years before returning to his home in Essex. I rather fancy he played for that County. Another boy I recall was named Ayliffe, who was at St. George Secondary School, and came to us as a fast bowler. His first game was under my Captaincy, and we were playing Y.M.C.A. on their present ground. I put Ayliffe and Harry Smith on to bowl, and to our surprise and the Y.M., they were dismissed for about 50, and we won easily. Ayliffe was a bowler of great promise, but to our great regret he died some two years later at the early age of 19.
Then we had Arthur and Alec Rawlins, Alec being fast right-hand and Arthur slow left-hand. These two brothers were our mainstay for some years before leaving us to go to Australia. With the aid of Nash behind the wicket they once dismissed the Schoolmasters at Goldell Hill for something under 60.

Fastest in the County.
Next came Harry Jefferies, an ex-Grenadier Guardsman, who was considered by many people to he the fastest bowler in the County. He did good work for us and then played for Gloucestershire. Another very fine bowler who helped us on many occasions was Stanley Hacker, the Glos. and Glamorgan player, while yet another was C. H. Greenway, a fast right-hand bowler and a good left-hand bat, who played for us for some time before joining Gloucestershire.
Towards the end of my playing days came two more brothers--Gus and Alan Davies--Gus. being an exceptionally fast left-hand bowler and Alan a fine batsman, who I remember on one occasion knocked up a century at Lodway in very short time. Then there is Bert Marsh, still playing for the Club and a Somerset player.
I recall one particularly thrilling match at St. George in which Marsh and Alan Davies shone. St. George were very strong and compiled about 216. In reply, Frenchay had lost five wickets for about 20, when the pair became associated and put on 160 runs against such fine bowlers as Jack Bessant and Ewart Blackmore. It was a great partnership, both men playing brilliantly, and I have always regarded this game as one of the most spectacular I have ever played in.

Fine Batsmen.
The Club has enjoyed the services of many very fine batsmen, and I doubt if any local Club could boast of better or more loyal servants. Space will not permit me to place on record all the names which come to mind; and I will mention just a few. Edwin Coombes was a great batsman, and his brother, W. C., a fine all-rounder. Others include W. S. Ford, A. Greenway, Albert Humphries, Alec Winstone, F. Stiddard, W. S. R. Biss, E. Kendall and Harry Smith of the old 'uns. I remember that in a match against Operative Bakers, in 1913, Ted Kendall took all ten wickets in 13 overs for only 20 runs--a fine performance.
I have followed the present-day team very closely, and it has been a source of pleasure to note some very promising talent, such as Ivor Guy, Douglas Fitz, and Clark, to mention only three. These, with such stalwarts as Bert Marsh and Alan Matthews, should, I feel sure, keep up the high standard of Frenchay cricket in its 100th year. I am proud to have been connected with the Club for the biggest half of this time, and feel fully justified in claiming that it has always been, and still is, one of the best in the Bristol district. Long may it continue to be so.

MR. ROY SHARPE (CAPTAIN).
The popular captain, Roy Sharpe, contributes the following, written in Germany while serving in tile Forces :-
It is with mixed feelings that I write these notes, honoured as I am at being given the opportunity to do so. I have the uncomfortable feeling that ere long age will place me among the "also rans," when I shall take my place at the ring side, capable only of watching others and talking of what was done in my days; for I am afraid we of the cricketing fraternity live in tile past.
I was born on the Common almost within a stone's throw of the wicket. My father was a regular playing member before me, having been Vice-captain of the 1st XI and, in his later years, Captain of the 2nd XI. Naturally I was brought up in the correct atmosphere, often, as a lad, travelling to away matches in wagonette, or horse-brake, or perched on the front of his cycle.

Trip to Portishead.
I have many recollections of such doings, but space will not permit the recording of all of them. However, I would like to recall a trip to Portishead before the 1914-18 war. It was by horse-brake, everyone dismounting at the various hills and proceeding on foot. J. L. Selkirk played a very fine innings in this match, he being a splendid bat in his day. My father also batted well, besides taking the major portion of the wickets. Two of the Tiley family played, as also did wicket-keeper Teddy Ann, the side containing a strong village element. I believe Arthur Ford, now "mine host" at the White Lion, was playing and, managing to get left behind on the return journey (liquid refreshment being the attraction), he and several others eventually reached Frenchay by taxi (modern luxury travel even at that time).
Teas, etc. were not served on the Common by the Club in those days, but Mrs. King, with the aid of her husband Bob, usually hauled a four-wheeled truck into a position under the poplar trees (now defunct) from which she sold tea, cakes, etc. to the players, with coloured "ginger pop" for us small boys.

Early Recollections.
My early recollections of the 1st XI recall a side which included such players as Jack Fox, Alf Greenway, Harry Wadlow, Jack Kilby (the latter two making the supreme sacrifice in the 1914-18 war) and the Rawlins brothers, two of whom went to Australia, continuing their cricket down under. "Figgy" Burchill was the wicket-keeper. Harry Smith, the late Gloucestershire keeper was a member of the side, but it was unusual for him to don the gloves; for he was an excellent slow bowler.
Edgar Guy (father of Ivor our present left-hand bowler and batsman and Bristol City full-back) was also a young man in the pre 1914-16 war side, receivng the help and experience of Jack Fox. Edgar at one time played with the County Colts, and was expected to get into the County side.
Harry Smith at that period was a great attraction for he had, or was about to obtain, a regular place in the Gloucestershire team.

Tribute to H. Hibbs.
"Ever-green" Harry Hibbs was the side's skipper. Season after season he continued to hold office and his term must be a record for the Club. When cricket resumed after the 1914-18 war, it was he, and H. J. Wadlow, the Frenchay schoolmaster, who were almost entirely responsible for getting things moving. Frenchay has a great deal to thank Harry Hibbs for, and he still maintains a very lively interest in our Club. As long as my memory serves, Harry Hibbs has been a leading light in all our doings. Many ground improvements were carried out during his long term of office. In fact one cannot speak too highly of Harry.

First Game.
Naturally I desired, one day, to play for Frenchay and, after being scorer for the 2nd XI for a couple of seasons, I played my first game versus Bristol University 2nd XI on August Bank Holiday, 1920. E. Matthews (the Club's present chairman) the skipper, gave me my first chance with the ball and, with the help of my father (lieeping wicket) I secured six wickets for 30 runs.
From them onwards I played regularly for the 2nd XI, and in season 1921 topped the bowling. The next season saw me in the 1st XI under the captaincy of Bert Lovell. This side was a strong one containing Edgar Guy, the brothers Davies (Gus. and Alan), Bert Marsh, Cuthbert Godwin, Frank Weaver (wicket-keeper), Billy Davies, Ted Plaster and Bert Smith (Harry's brother).

1st XI Debut.
I well remember my first game in "higher circles "--versus Schoolmasters at Golden Hill. It was the first match of season 1922, and we were dismissed for 84, out of which Reg Ford scored 72 not out. Ducks were very common that afternoon, I, like many others, having a neat 0 after my name. We finished on the losing side, but the Schoolmasters found run-getting a little difficult and lost seven wickets before passing our total. When asked to bowl, I felt nervous, this being my first spell in the senior team.
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But I finished up with seven wickets for 42 runs, and felt quite pleased, for the Schoolmasters' side was quite a strong one, including Harry Reed and D. I. Shrimpton, both County amateurs. The former was out first ball.

Energetic Officers.
Bert Lovell continued to captain our side until the season 1928, when business ties caused him to leave the district. During his term of office the Club made rapid strides, large ground improvements being undertaken. In this connection he was ably supported by Alec Brown (Secretary) and the late J. L. Selkirk (Treasurer)· Both held office for many years, being wholehearted and energetic officers·Bert Lovell was, I believe, the originator of the Ladies' Tea Committee which has been a great boon to the Club. During his leadership I had many a good season, and was selected regularly to represent Bristol in Conrad Fry Cup competition matches.
Among the attractive list of fixtures, we usually journeyed to Stroud, Bridgwater and Street, but our only visit to Wells provided some unusual cricket. The wicket was not one of the best but on winning the toss, our captain decided to bat. The Wells bowling was opened by a fast right-hand Oxford Blue (I forget his name) who made the ball get up very alarmingly, and we were dismissed for 57. On paper we were in for a hiding, but we dismissed Wells for 13, C. G. Godwin taking four for five and I had six for five, the other three runs being extras.

"Derby Days."
"Derby Days" with Downend and Stapleton produced, as always, great excitement, good cricket and large crowds. I well remember the demon bowling of Charlie Punter (Downend) and Billy Daniels (Stapleton).
I have vivid recollections of the "bashing" our bowling received at the hands of the late Albert Humphries in one of those "Derby" matches--98 in about 20 minutes. What hitting! All our bowlers came alike to him.
In a "Derby" game with Stapleton, however, Arthur Attwood gave a similar display, getting 70 odd off the Stapleton bowling in about 15 minutes, and repeated the dose at Stapleton on the following Whit Monday. An even greater display he produced in the same season at Knowle, when off 12 balls from A. E. S. Rippon, the Somerset amateur, he scored 54, 28 off the first over (two sixes and four fours) and 26 off the second (one six and five fours).

Old Faces Disappear.
Ted Plaster was appointed captain in 1929 upon the retirement of W. H. Lovell, and this season saw many of the old faces disappear. Alf Greenway, who had played for many, many seasons with great consistency, decided that age had beaten him at last, as did Jim Kirk. The imperturbable Ted, however, continued to bat in his best style. I never remember him having a Bad season. He must have played for at least 20 years and retired far too early. Slow or fast wickets found him always producing runs, and never was he better than when facing fast bowling.
Seasons 1930 and 1931 saw E. Matthews as skipper, I having the honour to be his Vice-captain. The composition of our side had considerably changed. Percy Hazard and the brothers Fred and Jack Godfrey were now coming into the limelight. Percy Hazard was a very fine batsman-wicket-keeper, and it was not long before he was selected to play for Bristol in Conrad Fry games.

The Godfrey Family.
Of the Godfrey family much can be written. Never has there been more loyal members of a club. Albert and Fred came along, I believe in 1922, Jack a little later, and Reg (although in his early days playing a little) has been our regular scorer and baggage man for years. A Frenchay side without a Godfrey during the last 20 years would have been very uncommon. Jack's consistent batting during the last 15 seasons has been really remarkable. Their mother, when alive was also a great worker on the Ladies Tea Committee.
Seasons 1933 until 1935 inclusive, saw Percy Hazard as captain, I again being Vice-captain. A. F. L. Golledge (Lew.) was our Secretary, having taken on the mantle of Alec Brown some years previously. Lew. was, and still is, a real stalwart. He seems to thrive on work. His value cannot be estimated, and no words of mine can adequately express what he means to our Club.

Valued "Finds."
During Percy Hazard's period as captain, Alan Matthews, Harry Plaster, Harold Carnelley and Jack Thomas came into prominence. The first-named, after playing a few games in the 2nd XI, was promoted to the first team with immediate success, proceeding to take toll of all opposition. In fact his prowess was soon recognised by the County. After a couple of seasons in Scotland he returned and is still with us--a fine cricketer and good sportsman.
Harold Carnelley proved himself a good opening bat, while Harry Plaster produced many good scores by his forceful batting. Jack Thomas, by good all round cricket, was a most useful asset, and is to-day, our Vice-captain, having also held office as treasurer for a number of years, Dennis Wilson, during this period, proved himself a good stock bowler, fine fielder and useful bat, and we were successful in finding another good player in Cliff Jarvis, who graduated from the 3rd XI, which was then in operation.

Elected Captain.
1936 saw the writer elected captain, Percy Hazard, to our regret, leaving the Club. Bill Adams, from the 2nd XI took over the vacant position behind the wickets, and proved himself a first-class player, while Reg Ford, after a long lapse, returned to his "old love," taking up the position of Vice-captain. A fine forcing bat and first-class sportsman was Reg, it being a great loss to the club when he passed away during the war years while in the Services. Harry Benney also joined us, and from the time I was elected daptain until war overtook us, I was honoured to be leading, what I considered one of the strongest sides in and around Bristol.
A system for encouraging young lads from the village to join us was introduced some years ago and this has, in my view, been responsible for keeping our Club at the high level in which we find it today. By this means we have always been able to call upon  young players for the premier side, Doug Fitz, Frank Turner, Peter Richardson, Ivor Guy and Bob Clark being noticeable examples.

A Strong Side.
Eric Lewis was also a most promising bat, but had already joined the Territorials before the war, so went at once and made the supreme sacrifice in the Italian campaign. Thus the Club lost another great sportsman.
When the war broke out, with such players in our side as Ted Plaster, Alan Matthews, Jack Godfrey, Reg Ford, Wally Jennings, Cliff Jarvis, Frank Turner, Doug Fitz, Harry Plaster and Bill Adams, to mention only a few, I say with every confidence, we were one of the strongest of the leading Bristol sides.
It was decided, in spite of war-time difficulties, to keep the Club running, and during the first war-time season, we took the field with many a strange looking Frenchay side. With true Frenchay spirit and sportsmanship the game was carried on, 2nd XI players rising to the occasion, thus keeping the name of Frenchay well to the fore.

War-time Cricket.
While on leave from the Forces I played an occasional game for the Club, and would like to pay tribute to the splendid way in which Jack Godfrey, and latterly Jack Thomas, have carried on in my place, the members having paid me the compliment of continuing to elect me as Skipper.
Our war-time side has been as strong as any in the district, containing most of the old faces and, in addition, Bert Marsh (that fine cricketer produced by Frenchay and now returned to us), together with Billy Cranfield well-known throughout Bristol cricketing fraternity as a first-class wicket-keeper and batsman.
While in the Services, before proceeding to the Continent on June 13th, 1944, I managed to get a little cricket, and was honoured by being selected to play for the Woolwich Garrison against such sides as the British Empire XI, London Counties, The Buccaneers, etc. Thus the game I had learned on the Common served me in good stead. Season 1945 gave me no cricket, but I am certain that 1946 will not be a blank.
I pay tribute to the excellent work and wickets produced by our late groundsman Bill Wallace. Quite a character was Bill but n	ever again will he do the wicket, for he gave his all during the conflict now happily at an end.
Great assistance to the Club has been given by our President, Mr. P. G. Davies, O.B.E., since his election in 1936 and, in closing, I express my grateful thanks to all players and officials, named and unnamed, who by their loyalty and sportsmanship, have put the Frenchay Cricket Club in the honoured position it occupies to-day.

MR. W. WOOLF.
Interesting reminiscences come from Mr. W. A. WooIf who was an outstanding figure in the side over a long period.
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I played twice for Frenchay at the close of season 1879 when the team was one man short. Solomon Piper, the village schoolmaster, said I showed great promise. Next year I played in several games and regularly from 1881 till the end of the season of 1887.
I well remember the season when a cup was offered by Arrow-smith's, the printers, any team to be eligible that was under five miles from the Exchange, Bristol. St George had a strong team and came with a big crowd of supporters. Frenchay was a strong side, too, for our captain, E. J. Taylor, did not play for the County that year, neither did W. O. Moberly as county players were barred from the cup matches. J. Bloor, a Staffordshire and ex-county man, was brought to Bristol by his employers, Messrs Lysaght, to strengthen the St George team. He was a tremendous hitter and very rapid scorer against weak or tired bowling.
E. J. Taylor held a council of war before the match, Jack Browning was told to bowl some tempting ones to Bloor, and I was placed at deep square leg to complete the trap. Our team had the reputation of being the best fielding side anywhere around Bristol. This was entirely due to the tuition of S. Piper.  J. Bloor looked like making a big score when he hit a ball from Browning high in the air to deep square leg. It went a little over my head through the trees. I stepped sharply back through, I regret to say, a hostile crowd, and safely landed a catch. The boos of execration are still ringing in my ears. Bloor walked away from the wicket like a man in a dream, and E. J Taylor, who was keeping wicket, called me to the wicket. "Thank you Willie," he said, "once more you have achieved the impossible."

Hostile Crowd.
Once, when we were playing Westbury on the old cricket ground behind the Lord Rodney at St. George, the crowd was so hostile that E. J. Taylor appealed to the umpires who stopped the game. It was re-played at Yatton on the ground of Tankerville Chamberlayne, a great patron of cricket, where we lost.
A funny incident occurred in a match against the Bohemians. We were a man short and played a villager named Horsman. C. Brotherhood hit a ball into the quarry, and Horsman fielded it. Throwing it over the heads of the spectators, he hit Brotherhood in the short ribs as he was grounding his bat and laid him out. Coming up to the distressed batsman he said, "Beg pardon, Sir, I thought I was playing rounders."
Again, when playing a Bristol team who were batting, a ball was hit into a four-wheeled low basket carriage driving towards Bristol. To our astonishment, the driver whipped up the pony and, in spite of several of the team chasing him, he outdistanced us. We had no other ball until S. Piper went to the school and fetched the best practice ball with which we continued the game.

Into the Quarry.
We all knew the quarry well and seldom allowed our opponents to score more than four when they hit the ball into it, but some of them used to cry, "Lost ball." On one occasion a Bristol team omitted to call, and when the ball was returned to the wicket ten runs had been scored. A heated argument between the two captains ensued, but the umpires intervened and decided in our fayour.
Jack Fox took charge of the pitch, but horses sometimes destroyed the hours of loving care he bestowed upon it. It was owing to damage overnight, that Alec Robinson, in a mid-week match, was struck by a ball from Gregg, the County fast bowler, and so injured that a cab had to be procured to take him to Fishponds.

One for the Vicar.
At a cricket dinner at the inn, Capt Belfield, our President, who stuttered badly, in replying to a toast, said: "Gentlemen, it is many years since I played cricket, but once on the banks of the Ganges it was so hot that the natives said there was only a thin sheet of paper between that and a certain other place whom the reverend gentleman on my right, (it was our Vicar Warren) can tell you more about than I can. It is over sixty years ago, but I can still see the vicar shaking and hear the bursts of laughter from our dear old captain, E. J. Taylor and the company.

Mr Tuckett, who lived in a house overlooking the Common, sometimes sent over four bottles of Claret. He left a very fragrant and pleasant memory.

Notable Players.
Of the players, S. Piper was, in his young days, a batsman up to county form, a good slow bowler and wicket-keeper. He would never appeal if he felt doubtful, and as an umpire he was scrupulously just. At practice he allowed ten minutes batting on the pitch (no nets), and the field was placed according to the number available. On a damp night he made us throw the ball from one to the other in the most tricky ways, and that was what made Frenchay the best fielding team around.
J. Fox was an excellent captain and a bowler certainly up to county form. W.G. and E.M. Grace treated his bowling with great respect, and he often got their wickets.

Excellent Captain.
E. J. Taylor was a fine and graceful batsman and a good wicket-keeper, but his hands were very tender. He was an excellent captain with a great knowledge of the game. W. O. Moberly, E. J. T.'s brother-in-law, a Clifton College master, was said by W. Gunn, the great Notts. batsman, to be the finest late cut he ever saw. Sometimes he kept wicket. "Spuddy" Clarke was a forcing bat, good change bowler and a fine out-fielder. Ted Browning was an excellent bat and a good round arm bowler. His brother Jack was a good bat and excellent slow bowler with a tremendous leg-break. He did well with a good field, as he depended on catches. George Ferris was a good bat and a fast bowler. Chas Greenway was a good bat and fast bowler especially on a worn wicket and against the tail of a team. George Nichols, of county memory, was an excellent bat and good fast bowler. "Dibby" Sperring was a slow scorer, but was sound and extremely difficult to bowl out, and Alec Robinson of Fishponds, a fine bat and fielder, but he played only in midweek games.

Good Fast Bowler.
George Davis, of Downend, was a really good fast bowler, who got a job as pro to a college, which was a great loss to our Club. Mr. Close, nephew of Admiral Close of Stoke House, played occasionally during vacation. Mr Burgess of Coalpit Heath, steward of the Smyth Gloucestershire estates, sometimes played in mid-week matches and was a very good bat. W. Strange who died young, was a good fast bowler, fine fielder, but a "hit or miss" batsman. W. Nash was a good bat and fielder. C. Stevens, who lived at Frenchay, was a good bat. Mr. Hewitt of Coalpit Heath, was a good bat and played occasionally in mid-week games.

County Players.
A. C. M. Croome of the Berkeley district, who played for Gloucestershire, was a good bat and change bowler. C. H. Moline was a free batsman and good bowler, very successful with a reliable field.
Others I remember are H. W. Winterbotham and A. E. Latham, both of Stroud, and county men, and Frank Townsend a fine bat and splendid fielder.
Of the St George players I remember W. Strange, A. G. Verrier, Bob Waite and Mr. Brain who were all good players and genial company. Of the Bedminster men I remember Sir Ernest Cook, E. G. Murdock, the two Halls, Smith, and Dr. Logan.
Owing to a ruptured muscle in the leg, I was kept out of the game for some time. I owe a debt to Dr. Eaden of Hambrook, whose skill saved me from being lame for life. I remember how keenly I felt being an onlooker only. An old inhabitant named Perry, although totally blind, attended every game. A neighbour generally stood by him to prompt him as to the progress of the game and to protect him in the case of a big hit. Owing to a disagreement between E. J. Taylor and E. M. Grace, the Club dropped the annual fixture with Thornbury.

Some Stories.
	As the mid-week matches were played by us with a composite team, no proper record was kept, which is a great pity. I well remember that W. R. Gilbert, who lived for a long time in Downend with his aunt, W. G. Grace's mother, usually played in these matches when there was no county match in progress. I knew him well and always found him a very genial companion. An official of the Bank of England, 	Mr. Barker, used to spend his holiday at Bridgeman's farm at Downend, and organised a series of matches nearly all mid-week. In one game we had tied for scores when the last man of the opposing side went in. Excitement ran high when, to our joy, the last man put up an easy catch. The Rev. W. Dann, W.G. Grace's brother-in-law, was umpiring, and I distinctly heard him utter a naughty word.
Again, on the Common, W. R. Gilbert once played a ball into his open shirt front. Both batsmen started running and for a moment our opponents could see no ball. At last they tumbled to it and the captain appealed to the umpires. They approached Gilbert and requested him to stop. He did so and unbuttoned his shirt front, when the ball dropped out. I forget how many runs were scored, but I believe the umpires allowed six.
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Once, E. M. Grace kept hindering the game by saying that he had a fly in his eye, or a man was standing behind the bowler, or some other excuse, when an onlooker, Hathway by name, shouted out something offensive to E. M. who shouted back a threat to punch him when he got out. He was as good as his word, and it was only by the intervention of E. J. Taylor and two others that a nasty brawl was averted.

Origin of the Grace Family.
My family were, for many years, the owners of the Rectorial Tithe of Ashton, and my grandfather and great uncle were frequently at Ashton Court on business. It was because of this that I learned the origin of the Grace family. Thomas Grace was brougt from Ireland as a footman to Hugh Smyth, son of Sir Thomas Smyth of Heath House, Stapleton. Hugh Smyth later succeeded his uncle, Sir John Smyth of Ashton Court, and there Grace became a very trusted servant of the family and the custodian of many of the family secrets until he was found dead in bed at Heath House, having died of apoplexy. His widow remained in a house at Ashton where she kept what was known as a Dames School. Thus these two were the originators of the famous family.

Discovery of Barlow.
To return to cricket. I have nothing but admiration for E. J. Taylor as a cricketer, captain, and as the Town Clerk of Bristol, in which capacity he saved the city from embarking on several foolish ventures.
I often met him at Hort's in later life, where I once asked him who were the most difficult bowlers he had played against and he told me, "Grimshaw and Barlow." Of Barlow, the Lancashire and England cricketer, he told me a funny story related when he was playing up north. A. N. Hornby, the Lancashire captain, was always on the look-out for promising youngsters. Hearing that at a wayside Station there was a promising batsman, he journeyed thither. Noticing the railway officials proceeding to an ash track, he followed and found several farmers waiting for the railwaymen. These latter doffed their jackets and one went to the wicket. It was a single wicket game and Hornby soon became impressed by the shaping of the batsman.
During a change of bowlers, Hornby said to an outfielder: "That is a good man. You will have a job to get his wicket." "Yes," said the fielder, "the best man hereabouts, but we shall get him out. That's Barlow. He has been in a week." "A week," said the Lancashire captain. "Yes," said the fielder, "we only play between the trains." It was not long before Barlow was on the ground staff at Old Trafford and had a long and brilliant career.

160 Yards Hit.
In 1880 I attended the funeral of G. F. Grace, a fine all-rounder. He died of a chill caught from a damp bed at a hotel at Basingstoke. I knew all the brothers and played with or against them all. I played 	a few mid-week matches for Clifton, and once at Newport, C. H. 	Moline and I were batting when he hit a ball to long on which pitched 160 yards from the bat. It was off Diver, the old Surrey man, and was measured.
	When O. G. Radcliffe, of Somerset and Gloucestershire fame, was playing for a local team, E. J. Taylor used to put me at long off because Radcliffe had a fine forcing stroke between that and cover-	point. He used to give me some leather hunting.
	Mr. Newton, of Overndale House, Downend, was our scorer and occasional umpire. He once had a heated argument with E. M. Grace who disputed the accuracy of the decision which gave him out l.b.w. but I always found him scrupulously fair.
	Mr. Norgrove, a Frenchay man, was a good all-rounder, but getting middle-aged when I first started playing. He was a hard hitter, and E. M. Grace, who was then considered the best point in 	England, got close to the batsman who made a tremendous straight 	cut which E. M. stopped with his "bread basket" and was laid out. 	When the game was restarted, E. M. stood back some ten yards and the crowd had a good laugh.

Common Owner.
About forty years ago, the late Thomas Moore, of Frenchay, asked me who was the owner of the Common. It appears that there had been an inquiry on that point as some doubt existed. It was a good job that he asked me, as I knew exactly. I had done a good deal of research for Lewis Way, F.S.A., a nephew of Sir Greville and Lady Smyth. I had quite recently found in the muniment room at Ashton Court, the manorial deeds of Winterbourne Manor and Sturden Manor, which latter comprised Hambrook and Frenchay: Both had been purchased by the Smyths; Sturden in 1730 and Winterbourne in 1790.
The manorial deeds specified that all lands, rivers, streams, minerals, houses, farms, commons, wastes and the timber on the same, were conveyed with the manors. Just afterwards, Sir Greville Smyth died, and the two manors descended to his sister. She made a deed of gift to her eldest son, and I told Mr. Moore at a later interview that I had no doubt that Mr. Dormer would give the same to the parish reserving only the mineral rights. In a few years he sold Winterbourne Court to the Gloucestershire County Council and Sturden to J. Dove, reserving the manorial rights.

Happy Memories.
Among my happiest memories of a long life are those of games on Frenchay Common, and my journeys with the Club to out matches, sometimes long tramps on foot up and down lanes, anxious to be punctual not to ho1d up the game. Well do I remember the pooling of finances to charter a cab and, more than once, to hire a passing cart to carry our bags.
Then the thoughtfulness and generosity of E. J. Taylor who, on the return journey, took us into the Imperial Hotel in Whiteladies Road, and stood us a couple of rounds of drinks. Not only had he the old-world courtesy, but a full measure of sportsmanship, generous to an opponent, encouraging to one down on his luck and a great stickler for the rights of his team. His was the spirit that in later times bred the British soldier to face death and suffering for his country.
Although taxation and modern politics are, I fear, hitting that class very hard, the time will come when youth will again learn to be more self-reliant and tolerant or, in a short phrase, "to play the game.''
I would like to add that the ancient game of Quoits was played on the Common until 1885 and Jack. Fox was a very skilful player.
T. G. Matthews, who long held the record of 200 runs for Gloucestershire against Surrey, played for us occasionally.
				Sores Court, West Town.

THE LATE MR. A. HUMPHRIES.
Another dip into the past, full of old-time incidents, was contributed by the late Mr. Albert Humphries, the compiler of many big scores, who had no respect for any bowling, and one of the biggest hitters the Club ever had.
The first match I can remember on Frenchay Common was a cup match against St. George before I was old enough to play, so I was just a spectator--one of the biggest crowds I ever saw on the Common. Before the game ended the people had moved in from all sides and finished up very near the wicket. Frenchay had their strongest team out, and although they were beaten, they had their photographs taken with the score-board behind them registering 500.
I learned my cricket with Gilbert Pratten. We used to practise behind his shop on the Staple Hill Road in a paved passage, using sacks to stop the ball.
I started playing for Frenchay when I was 16 years old--53 years ago. I actually commenced playing cricket for a colliery team--Kingswood and Parkfield--who used to play on a field where the Hollychrome Brick Co is now situated, and Frenchay, although a much better team, used to give us the first match of the season.
In my first match against Frenchay, I was the youngest in the side and managed to score 25. Jack Fox went up to my brother, who was also playing, and said: "Here, Mr. Humphries, your brother ought to be playing here." I was very bucked at hearing that from Jack, as I was only 16 at the time. Later he said to me: "Why don't you play with us? You will get much better cricket."

A Coincidence.
I played the very next week--my first game in senior cricket--against the Bohemians. (By a strange coincidence the last game of cricket I played was also against the Bohemians on the Downend Ground). In that first match I scored 24 and was as proud as a peacock. The game was one to remember. We batted first and scored 124. When the Bohemians' last man came in the score was a tie. He hit one to cover-point, where I was fielding, and I missed it by a coat of paint and they ran two. He was out next ball so we lost by just that two. Harold Lowther, Sidney York, Wookey and Arrowsmith were playing for the Bohemians, so they were a very strong side.
I played in the last league game for Frenchay. We were bottom of the first division and Mangotsfield were top of the second division, and we had to play off to see whether we stayed in Division 1 or whether we took our place. I do not remember the result, but the match made no difference as the league finished that year. However, I do remember that that day I hit a nine. Although I was not a hitter in those days, I got one over the sycamore tree, and it went down towards Elliott's house, and we ran nine.
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Row with "W. G. Grace."
In 1896 we played Thornbury on a Monday, and it was during this game that I had a row with W.G. Grace. Frenchay batted first and I went in first with Ted Coombes before lunch. Ted was out for a duck, and then old "Spuddy" Clark came in to bat at the Church end. W. G. was bowling from the sycamore end, and hit "Spuddy" on the leg. He stopped as though waiting for "Spuddy" to go out. As I had seen where the ball had pitched--a good six inches outside the leg stump--I said: "What is the matter, Umpire?" "Out--l.b.w.", replied the umpire (the post-master from Thornbury). "Rubbish," said I. "Doctor, I did not hear you appeal," but it made no difference and "Spuddy" had to go.
I was determined to have a go at W. G., and when he changed ends (in those days they did that and bowled two consecutive overs), I hit out at him. The ball went down towards the Vicarage and we ran seven. It took Jack Painter, Sheppard and another player to return the ball.
After the game, there was a pony and trap waiting to take me away as I was playing in a football cup-tie for Staple Hill that evening. As I walked towards it, the Doctor came across and said: "I want you to play for me on Monday week on the County Ground." Remembering the incident during the game I replied: "I am sorry, Doctor, I am going travelling, "and the Doctor was very annoyed.

Forgiven.
l,ater that season, I was in London and as I had a little time to spare I went along to Lord's to see the cricket. Just inside the gate, I saw W. G. talking to Ernest Murdock. The Doctor immediately came across and shook hands, and asked about Frenchay and how Jack Fox was. Later I said to him: "Doctor, I want you to send me an autographed bat as we are getting up a benefit for old Jack this year. "The bat arrived at my home before I did, so that showed that W. G. had forgiven me for not playing for him.

Players I Remember.
	Some of the players I remember are :--
Edwards. I think he was the best bowler that Frenchay had had up to that time. He used to run only four or five paces and you never saw one of his balls go over the wicket. He played for only one season, as at the end of that year he disappeared, and I have never heard anything of him since. Ted Coombes was a very good bat and could cut a ball beautifully.
Bill Strange, I believe, is the oldest living member of the Club. He is now 85 and is living at Downend. Arthur Rawlins was a good bowler. Teddy Ann was a good wicket-keeper, but Billy Nash was the best wicket-keeper I have ever seen play cricket. He would stand up to anything, and was also a good bat. He was captain for some time.
Ted Browning was a good bowler and his brother Jack was captain for some years. Dr. Crossman used to come across for a game sometimes. His brother played for the County.

Others Recalled.
Jack Fox was a good all-rounder and was always very good to me when I played there. I also remember Alec Robinson (who went away to Falmouth) and his brothers Herbert, Bourne and Oliver. G. B. Nichols, who went to Taunton and became a professional for Somerset, H. H. Dean, a schoolmaster, W. S. Ford, a commercial traveller who went away to live at Newport, and W. A. Woolf who became a professional for Gloucestershire and was also at Cheltenham College for some years.
Among our opponents I remember very clearly old E. M. Grace who, I believe, could pitch a ball on a sixpence, He used at times to bowl a very high ball which would drop right on top of the stumps. I found that the only way to meet them was to step back and play them from behind the wicket.
In the St George team I remember Arthur Greenough and Joe Bloor. The latter was one of the finest sportsmen I have ever played against. He played for Gloucestershire.

Biggest Hit.
	I never made a century for Frenchay but I made a 100 for another team on the Common against a Shoe and Leather League team. The first time, I played for St George against Frenchay I scored 100 and was Jack Fox mad!
The biggest hit I ever made was on the Common. I was batting at the sycamore end (against Thornbury) and hit one from E. M. Grace right over the Church. It landed on the far side of the Church at the Vicarage end. I put one or two on the parapet of the Church at odd times.
	My highest score was when I got 140 in 27 minutes against Thornbury on their ground. E. M. Grace was bowling, and I got most of the runs off him. He then started bowling his high ones. I hit at least one out of the ground, and then he dropped one right on toll of the stumps. During that innings we changed umpires three times!
Cricket in those days was not what it is to-day, as it was frequently spoilt by poor wickets and unfair umpires--(each team in those days provided its own umpire.) I remember a fight on the Common once between Jack Barnett and an umpire.
On Frenchay Common to win the toss was to win the games, as in the evening the light was very poor owing to the surrounding trees. Of course, there were many more there then than there are now. There was also the quarry and the game in those days was to hit tile ball in the quarry and run six.
						July 25th, 1945.

THE LATE MR. H. BABER.
The late Mr. H. Baber contributed the following about a month before he died on October 18th, 1945:--
I have been associated with the Frenchay Cricket Club since 1881 and am still a member at the age of 72 years. I was captain of the 2nd XI for thirteen seasons. At the age of nine I played for the Frenchay second team when the fee for schoolboys was 6d per season and that for the regular playing members was 2/6 per season.
I had the pleasure of playing with Dr. W. G. Grace when I was 14, and recall an occasion when he brought a side from Thornbury to play Frenchay. On arrival they found they were one short and W. G. asked me if I would like to play and I gladly consented. I was put in last and made ten runs not out, and was complimented on my batting by W. G. In the second innings, W. G. opened the innings with me, and made twenty runs before being caught, out on the boundary by Charlie Townsend off Jack Fox.

MR. E. H. COOMBES.
After playing for Hambrook for a few years, I joined the Frenchay C. C. with my brother Will, on the advice of my old friend Jack Fox, who was at that time the stalwart of the team. A few years later I was chosen to play in the Colts matches at the County Ground, Ashley Down. Afterwards I played in the Gloucestershire Club and Ground games at Newport and Bristol in two-day matches; I also played for Dr. E. M. Grace at Thornbury, Lydney, etc.
After retiring from playing I joined the Bristol and District Umpires Association, and am proud to be still an official of that body, having officiated in games all over the West of England and elsewhere.

MR. W. SHARPE.
Mr. W. Sharpe, who has been connected with the Club for half a century, father of Roy, the Club captain, contributes the following:
The Frenchay wicket is supposed to be a natural one, but my grandfather laid a wicket on the Common when he was gardener to Mr. William Mirehouse, who played for the Club. That must he about 100 years ago.
I have been with the Club for fifty years, my two sons have been playing members, while my wife and daughter gave their help in the tea tent.
I remember that the last time that W. G. Grace played on the Common he scored 47 and retired. There were several County players in that game, including Dr. E. M. Grace, H. Wrathal, J. Painter, J. Board and W. Murch.
When league cricket was being played, Frenchay and St. George played a final game, on the Common, to decide who should be top of the league. St George won the game, and it may be of interest to note that reports on its progress were sent back to St George at intervals by carrier pigeon. The game attracted what must have been the biggest crowd seen on the Common up to that time. All the beer at the "White Lion" was consumed, and there was none left for the Sunday callers.
One match I remember was called "the basket of eggs ", as one man made three runs and then there were ten "ducks" and three byes.
The highest individual score I remember was 187 by J. Browning against the United Banks. I recall that Frank Adams, captain of the 2nd XI, did the hat trick twice in one innings against Knowle 2nd. E. Matthews, playing against St George 2nd XI, once took the first nine wickets for very few runs.

LATE MISS ROBINSON'S MEMORIES.
Extract from Miss Robinson's Reminiscences of Frenchay, 1849-1918.
The Common was much used for games. Our Rector, Mr. Carter, was fond of quoits, and he and others frequently enjoyed a game. Bat, trap and ball was another favourite amusement of the young people. The men had a cricket club at the time, quite tile best in the neighbourhood.
I was asked lately if I remembered that the men played in top hats and shirt sleeves. I can remember the former and certainly do 
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I was asked lately if I remembered that the men played in top hats and shirt sleeves. I can remember the former and certainly do the latter, and that it was not considered good form to speak to any lady in such undress, particularly if the sleeves were turned up (flannels came in later). The Grace family played cricket on the Common at a very early age, and Mrs. Grace, who had herself been a good cricketer, always used to watch the games and often gave good advice.  It was through her family (the Pococks) that her sons inherited their love of cricket and, afterwards, when they took part in the matches, she was never absent, and latterly came in her pony carriage, in which she would sit for hours taking a keen interest in the game.

MR ALFRED GREENWAY.
As one who has taken a more or less prominent part in the life and activities of the Frenchay Cricket Club during a space of 20 years (1903--1923) I have been invited upon this historic occasion to express my observations and recount any memorable incidents within my recollection.
Firstly, I would say that the name Frenchay to all lovers of cricket within a very wide radius of the City of Bristol is synonymous with all that is best in Village Cricket. As one local journalist aptly said a few years ago: "It is the 'Hambledon Club of Gloucestershire' and the Common is the ' Broadhalfpenny Down' of the County."
Among the many reasons for its longevity are, I think :--
1. Its unique and charming situation;
2. The excellence of its wicket and outfield--the product of many years of skilful and devoted attention.
3. The good fortune that the Club has always enjoyed in the generous support of a long line of first-class Presidents in the persons of successive Rectors and leading residents. Notably among the latter in recent times is Mr. P. G. Davies (now of Alderley), whose influence and benefactions have been so outstanding.
Little wonder then that under such conditions the Club continues to flourish and produce, as in the past, cricketers of marked ability and promise.
A point, I think, worthy of notice is the wealth of talent which, certainly during the last half century, has always been forthcoming for that all-important position of "wicket-keeper." In this connection we are ever mindful of the brilliance of such keepers as A. H. Nash, E. Ann, H. Smith (later of County fame) not to mention the marked efficiency of the present occupant, C.W. Adams.
In looking through such records as I have by me it would appear that the distinction of making the highest individual score rests with the late John Browning who in 1887 made 187 out of a total of 375, against the Bristol United Banks at Frenchay. This being before the introduction of the "Closure" rule, the local Press stated "Great credit is due to the visitors for the manly way in which they played such an uphill game."
Strange to relate it was also against the Bristol United Banks that C. H. Greenway achieved the bowling record of eight wickets for five runs (including the hat trick) in a match played at Frenchay on 24th August, 1896. Yet again our good friends and great sports-men, the Bristol United Banks, furnished us with another record: permitting themselves to be dismissed on 30th August, 1919 at Frenchay for 17 runs (including five extras). In this case it is only fair to state that they in turn disposed of us for 28 runs, leaving us the victors by the narrow margin of 11. For Frenchay, Arthur Rawlins took six wickets for six runs, and for the United Banks J. H. Hughes took seven for 13.
Time and space would not allow me to recount the many memorable games in which it has been my pleasure to take part. In conclusion, I can say that some of the happiest days of my life have been spent on Frenchay Common either as a player or spectator--a confession which I believe to be equally applicable to all my cricket contemporaries.

MR R. B. MARSH.
Having assisted in some small way in the compilation of the records contained in this book, I'm afraid that my own contribution will be left somewhat in the shade. Nevertheless, it does give me great pleasure to contribute a few lines concerning the very happy years spent with my fellow sportsmen on the renowned Common. Good cricket has been played there for many years, and still is. It was in season 1920 when I was invited by Harry Hibbs (then skipper of the first team) to join the Frenchay Cricket Club, and I have never regretted the decision I made to accept the invitation.
I cannot remember much about my early games with Frenchay, but I do know that I did not set the Common alight, but I did enjoy my cricket and the company of such sportsmen as Harry Hibbs, Alan and Gus Davis, Bert Lovell, Bert Smith, Frank Weaver, Cuthbert Godwin, Alf Greenway, Billy Davis, Ted Plaster and Edgar Guy, not forgaetting the club’s ever-present supporters Teddy Cox, Bob Smith and Billy Bird.    My early days with the Club were very pleasant indeed, and if any of those good fellows just mentioned happen to read these lines I am sure they will agree that "Those were the days."

Secret of Success.
The splendid feeling existing among tile Frenchay members and all those connected with the Club around this time was, I believe, the secret of their success. The carefree spirit among the players was also an outstanding feature. For instance, Gus Davis would have his leg pulled about a certain good bowler that he would be up against in the next game who would easily account for his wicket. But Gus would say "Let 'em all come, every ball is bowled to he hit," and believe me, Gus could hit hard and true in those days. And so could his brother Alan, but probably with a better sense of direction. Many are the times that I have seen the ball soaring over the top of the old sycamore tree from Gus's bat, and what a pleasant sight.
Many outstanding achievements are retained in my memory. One is the occasion when we were playing Downend on the Common in 1921, I believe. Downend were batting, and the late Albert Humphries came in about No. 6. Albert started off in his usual way, having a go at everything, and before we managed to dismiss him at 96 or 97, he had been "dropped" about seven times. It was remarked after the game, which I believe ended in a draw, that the Frenchay side must have been suffering from "dropsy" that day.

Some Incidents.
Another was when we were up against St. George on their ground, probably in the same season, or it may have been 1922. The Saints had a couple of bowlers at that time who were capable of running through any side--Jack Bessant (who was picked up by the County the following season I think), and Ewart Blackmore. St. George had batted first and, as near as I can remember, had compiled about 216. After tea Frenchay set about the task of getting the runs, but Ewart was in deadly form with the ball, and sent the first five bats-men back into the pavilion with only about 20 runs on the board. I think Ewart's figures at that stage were something like five for 15.
I was the next in, and as I was passing Alan Davis who was still at the wicket, he said: "Have a go at him Bert." Whether this acted as a tonic or not I don't know, but I did as requested, and it came off. Before we were parted we had nearly 200 on the board, my contribution being 89 and Alan's 76, and we ran out worthy winners.

Had to Catch it--
Another thing I shall not forget in a hurry happened when we were playing at Downend. Arthur Cousins was batting for Downend,. and he could hit when he got going. Cuthbert Godwin was bowling his "double swing spinners" that rarely turned, and he would have me field at short leg. This was proper suicide if he bowled a loose one to Arthur. Cuthbert forgot himself, however, and gave Arthur one to hit. Arthur got it in the middle of the bat and I learned afterwards that the scorer had recorded a four in the score book, but it was a great shock to him to have to alter it to "caught Marsh bowled Godwin."
As a matter of fact it was a case of having to catch it or I should not have been here now to write about it. During the war I often met Arthur on "Fire Watch Nights," and we talked cricket, referring to this incident in particular.

How Ernie was "Diddled."
On another occasion, I remember, we were playing the Bohemians on the Common--we were rare old rivals in those days. At the time I was bowling a bit fast and Percy Hazard was making one of his earliest appearances behind the stumps for the first team. I forget the actual state of the game at the time, but I think I was doing pretty well with the ball. Ernie Montgomery came into hat, probably with the intention of putting a spoke in my wheel. You can imagine my surprise, when I was about to take my run, to see Percy, who had been standing well back up till now, close up to the wicket. In a split second I tumbled that Ernie had come out of his crease to me, and Percy having spotted it was "after him." I bowled a short one that lifted a bit. Ernie missed it, and Percy had him.
Ernie remarked when leaving the wicket that it was the first time he bad been "diddled" by a quick one. But let me add that Ernie was the first to give credit to a young wicket-keeper for quick thinking.
Early in 1923 I left to take up an appointment in Scotland and I did not return to Frenchay until the latter part of the 1928 season.
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Pleasant Times.
Reverting to the seasons I have just written about reminds me of the pleasant times some of us players used to spend off the cricket field.
Most Saturdays during the season, whether we were playing at home or away, we had our usual routine run after the match. Following a chat and refreshment at the White Lion, we went to the "one" at the top of the hill at Hambrook for a repeat, and on to the bottom ot the hill, "Black Horse," for one or two before ten o'clcock. Then we would usually walk back to Frenchay and make a call at Harry Baber's, where invariably we indulged in a nice supper, followed by a game of cards.

Harry was a great sport, and in the years to which I have referred was a regular follower of the team. He loved a game of cards. After leaving Harry we would wend our way home across the bridge and up the road past the Homes to Staple Hill and Fishponds. Many are the nights, or perhaps it would be more correct to say mornings, that we would sit down near the bridge and listen to the nightingale which used to nest regularly in the trees close by. Yes, those were the days!
I played a little for the Club in the latter part of 1928 and again left Bristol to play cricket from 1929 to 1933. In 1934 I returned to Bristol, and played for the Civil Service up to the outbreak of war. The past three seasons have seen me back with the old Club, where I hope to remain as long as I am able to play the game.

AN INTERESTING BIOGRAPHY.
It afforded much pleasure to those responsible for the compilation of this book that Mr. F. Watts Piper was able to present some very interesting data regarding his father's connection with the: Frenchay Cricket Club. The late Mr. Solomon Piper was for a considerable period a staunch member of the Club, having served as Secretary and Secretary-Treasurer for a number of years between 1868 and 1889.
Mr. F. Watts Piper refers to his father as an ardent and enthusiastic cricketer from his early days when he played on his native moor at Hawkhurst, Kent. He was a steady bat, a good right over-arm medium bowler with a break, and a keen wicket-keeper. Evan Sperring was always his reliable longstop.

Father of the Club.
Mr. Solomon Piper was looked upon as the father of the Club by all young men of Frenchay and the villages around. He was Schoolmaster at Frenchay National School from June 1868 to December, 1889, and prior to this he was schoo1master at Pucklechurch from August, 1858. The first note in his diary regarding cricket referred to a game at Wick versus Kingswood in 1861. Here is a copy of his entry :--
"27th July, 1861. Cricket match Wick v. Kingswood. It was at this match that I first played against W. G, and Fred Grace."

Matches Recalled.
Other notes from Mr. Piper's diary covering the period 1862--1887 are printed hereunder. It will be noted that a very marked reference is made to the :Grace family and it is felt that in general the notes will provide some very interesting reading and also confirmation of other data printed elsewhere in this book:--
1862, June 28.--Played cricket on Clifton Down, Schoolmasters v. Clifton. July 20.--I played cricket in a match at Frenchay.
1864, July 23.--Match at Fishponds. I made 35 runs and Henry Grace, E. M. & C. wanted to know where I learnt cricket. July 30.--I go with the Hanham XI to Weston-super-Mare. W.G. was on our side. Fred Grace played in Second XI.
1866, June 16.--Match at Purdown. Schoolmasters 90, Stapleton 83. Henry, W. G. and Fred Grace played against us (Schoolmasters). Aug. 11.--Match at Frenchay. Rodway Hill v. Frenchay. Our side 60 and 209. Frenchay 86 and 14. My score 66 (second highest).
1867, July 11--Match at Frenchay v. Hanham. Frenchay 222, Hanham 31 and 51. In this match I made my highest score in one innings, viz., 119. This was recorded in Lillywhite's Guide for 1869.
1869, July 31.--Frenchay v. Schoolmasters on Common. Frenchay 222, Schoolmasters 34 for 6 wickets.

OTHER MATCHES.
1870, Sept. 24.--W. G. Grace at practice on Common. I bowled and caught him. Oct. 5.--Match Frenchay v. Thornbury. Three brothers Grace playing. Nov. 9.--Frenchay cricket supper--goes off. well.
1871,June 24.--Match Frenchay v. Schoolmasters. Frenchay 233. Schoolmasters 25 for 5 wickets. Lunch on school lawn. July 8.--Match 2nd X1 Schoolmasters v. Frenchay. Scores: Frenchay 125, Schoolmasters 70. Dec. 23.--Old Dr. Grace dies.
1873 July 3.--Mr. James Chard brings his school to Frenchay to play a match Frenchay School won.
1877 June 11.--Rev. Aubery Moore (Rector of St. John's Church, brings an Oxford XI to play the Frenchay team. July 9. A Cheltenham team visits Frenchay--good game. Oct 30.--Cricket supper 43 present. An enjoyable evening.
1878. June 14.--Oxford v. Frenchay cricket match on Common. July 15 --Cheltenham cricket match--Frenchay won. Aug. 10.-- Our Cricket Club goes to Tortworth Park. Enjoyable match.
1879 July 15.--Tuesday.    Match at Tortworth Park.    Enjoyable outing.
1880, Sept. 22.--We hear of the death of Fred Grace. Sept. 27.--I attend Fred Grace's funeral at Downend.
1884, July 25.--Mrs. Grace's Death at Downend. Buried 29th.
1887, July 23.--Cricket Match, Frenchay 375.

Three Graces.
Other material kindly placed at our disposal was a number of press cuttings giving accounts of matches ranging from 1871 to 1889.
From these we find that Mr. Piper frequently assisted the Schoolmasters' Club, evidently wishing to support the club of his profession when he could be spared by Frenchay. But the first cutting available, strange to relate, is a record of a game Frenchay v. Schoolmasters played early in 1871 season on the Common when he turned out for Frenchay and was on the winning side. Going in second wicket down his contribution was 35 not out, of a total score of 133. G. F. Grace 47, Mr. Extras 23, and R. B. Canney were the only other scores of note.
The Frenchay side on this occasion included three "Grace" brothers, GF, H, and A, and in addition to scoring 47 with the bat, GF distinguished himself by taking seven of the "Masters'" wickets, who could only muster 105, Mr. Extras being top score with 27. The "Masters" team for this game was :--Fewings, Gallop, Tammage, F. Wright, J. Chard, T. Wright, Knapp, Ham, Robinson, Bacon and Brown.

Useful Contributions.
Another interestiug game was played on the Common on 10th July, 1872 when the village team met the Medical Students, the villagers proving victorious by 60 runs. Mr. Piper's contribution was 32 not out in the first innings' total of 78, and 15 in the second. W. Mirehouse (of whom mention is made elsewhere in this edition) was very much to the fore with the ball, taking eight wickets in the Students' first innings and five wickets in the second. Mr. Piper made four catches in succession. E. M. Grace turned out for the Students, making 12 and eight and taking eight Frenchay wickets in the second innings.
On 24th July, 1875, we find Frenchay opposed to Westgrove at Frenchay, which resulted in a convincing win by the home side by an innings and 27 runs. Mr. Piper's share in this victory was 51 out of 104. Frenchay won the return match that same season by three wickets, and on this occasion Mr. Piper emerged as a bowler taking nine of the ten wickets, Jack Fox securing the tenth.

Mr. Piper's name appears regularly in the reports down to 1885, and apart from selecting further individual performances it is safe to say that he was a very consistent batsman and at times turned out to be a very useful bowler.
The Frenchay Club of today owes a great deal to the late Mr. Solomon Piper for his arduous work as an officer of the Club over a period of some 20 years and for the fine example he set on the playing field for approximately the same period.

THE ADMINISTRATIVE SIDE
EXTRACTS FROM MINUTE BOOKS
By E. Matthews
It is unfortunate that the Minute Books of the Club do not go further back than 1887, or, at any rate, those books which the Club has now in its possession. It is possible, of course, that no records of such meetings as were held, were kept. Be that as it may, the following section of our book purposes to give interesting extracts from the business transacted at meetings of the club since 1887.
At the first held on Saturday, February 5th, 1887, the officers of the Club were:--Captain, E. J. Taylor, Esq.; Vice-Captain, John Browning; Captain 2nd XI, A. T. Cope; Treasurer, G. Ferris; Secretary, S. Piper.    Committee: Edward Browning, W. Woolf, A. Gardner, S. Golding, C. H. Greenway, W. H. Watkins.
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The first Minute reads: "The following were some of the Clubs chosen to play during the season:--Bedminster, Schoolmasters, Knowle, Clifton 2nd XI, St. George, Warmley, Bristol South, Horfield Garrison, Mangotsfield, Bristol Banks, St. Agnes, Westbury-on-Trym.''
The next Minute reads: "Challenge Cup: It was unanimously agreed that the Club should compete for the Challenge Cup." This was the third time the Club had been in for it.

The Rules.
Then comes the following Minute:--"For the better working of the Club it was considered desirable that some printed rules should be distributed among the Members."

Little Alteration.
It is worth noting how little the basic rules of the Club have altered over a period of nigh on sixty years. Apparently one meeting per year was deemed sufficient for record, as the next entry in the Minute Book is given as: "F.C.C. Season 1888."
One section of these Minutes, which were very short, is as follows: "The Rector occupied the Chair. Honorary Members present: Captain Belfield, T. W. Langdon, Esq, J. Crook, Esq., T. Peckett Esq; E. J. Taylor, Esq., and about twenty playing member."
The next entry is July 12th, 1889: "A Committee Meeting was held this evening for the purpose of Collecting all Subscriptions--which up to date had not been paid to the Cricket Fund Account. Resolution: Proposed by W. Shipton that all subscriptions to be duly paid or the members to cease practising and playing in matches. This was seconded by Mr. H. G. Hall, and carried unanimously".
It is very apparent that our annual bugbear of delay in payment of subscriptions is of rather ancient vintage.

No Quorum.
A further meeting was called in this year of 1889 on November 4th to consider (i) Financial State of the Club and (ii) General Business of the same. The only Minute recorded reads: "The President sent a note saying he could not attend that evening. The Vice-President (Rev·F. G. Warren) called to say he had a prior engagement." Four members only responded to the summons, consequently, no business could be done as five members form a quorum. Again it seems evident that playing had prior place to subscriptions or the raising of funds.

Levy on Members.
The next recorded meeting took place on January 7th, 1890, and was a General Meeting. The following Minutes were of those recorded: "It was proposed by Mr. Browning and seconded by Mr. Ferris that subscriptions of Playing Members be raised from 3/- to 5/-: carried unanimously." "Proposed by Rev·F. G. Warren, seconded by Mr. Crook, and carried unanimously, that a call of 7/- on the honorary members and of 1/- on the playing members be at once made in order to liquidate the existing debt of about £5." This may be a hint to those who are, and will be, responsible for the Club's finances.

Jack Fox--Captain.
"Proposed by Mr. Ferris, seconded by Mr. Hall, and carried unanimously, that Mr. Fox be elected Captain for the ensuing year.' Whether this was Jack's first captaincy or not the books do not indicate.
"Proposed by Mr. Sparks, seconded by Mr. Shipton;. carried unanimously, that Mr. Tuckett (President) he requested to write to Mr S Piper and convey to him the hearty and grateful thanks of the meeting for his long and valuable past services as Secretary and Treasurer.
The next Minute recorded the appointment of Mr. J. Fox as groundsman for the ensuing season from the first to the last match at 3/6d a week. Again it is doubtful whether this was the first groundsman appointed.

Club Property.
In the Minutes of a meeting held on April 26th, 1890, appears this Minute: "An Inventory of the property of the Club was made." This is given below. Cricket on the Common to-day would present many difficulties with such a scanty store:--1 Net, 1 Green bag, 7 Bats, 8 old Stumps and 4 Bails, 6 new Stumps and Bails, 4 Balls, 1 Mallet, 1 Tent, 1 pair old Gauntlets, 3 1/2 pairs of Pads, 1 Scoring Book, 1 Telegraph Board and Box, 1 Roller, 1 Large Wooden Box.
At a meeting held on May 31st, 1890 we read: "Mr Warren announced the promise of a cricket bat from Mr Langdon. The following resolutions were proposed by Mr. Fox, seconded by Mr G. Ferris and carried unanimously:-
(i)	That the bat be given at the end of the season to the batsman who made the highest average score in the 1st XI matches. The winner must have played in two-thirds of the whole number of such matches played.
(ii)	That the hat be sent round occasionally on the Cricket Field for contributions for the Cricket Club. (Did this start our collections?)
(iii)	That a list containing the names of those members who have paid their subscriptions be posted after May 31st in the schoolroom and exhibited in the Tent. (We seem to have heard of propositions like this in recent years, but they have been turned down as a little too drastic. What about it?)
(iv)	That a dark blue cap not exceeding 2/6d in cost he presented to the bowler who takes three consecutive wickets, provided that the bowler, if a member of tile Club, be not in arrears with his subscription.
It is not the intention of this record to give verbatim all the business of the Club, but only those items that may be of present day interest, so that the gaps do not mean that no meetings were held.

2nd Xl Formed.
On November 20th, 1892, this Minute was recorded: "It was proposed by Mr J H Cousins and seconded by Mr Ferris that we should have a 2nd XI and was carried unanimously, and that the subscriptions should be lowered to a minimum of 3/- so that the persons who could not afford the 5/- could be met."
On February 5th, 1892--we find that Mr. Ferris was appointed to represent the Frenchay C.C. at the meeting of the Bristol Cricket Association. (This is the first recorded representative to the Association.)
Oil March 1st, 1892 the second Minute reads: "The Rules of the Bristol Cricket Association were read and discussed and it was decided to join the Association--Annual Subscription, 5/-."

Missing Minute Books.
With the most .profound regret we have to record that the Minute Books from 1893 to 1919 are no longer in our possession, neither are we able to trace them--(See reminiscences of Mr. Hibbs for War Period).
The Minutes of the Club from 1919 are of such comparatively recent date that only very outstanding Minutes are here placed on record.
The Club, which had been in abeyance during the 1914-1918 War, was re-started in 1919, the first recorded meeting being held at the White Lion Hotel on February 10th, 1919, when the members present were: E. Matthews (Chair), W. Halliwell, H. Baber, G. Smith, A. Thomas, C. Matthews, George Clark, W.H. Lovell, P.G. Tucker (Hon. Secretary).
The next meeting was held a week later on February 17th, with Mr H. Hibbs in the Chair.

H. Smith Testimonial.
Under date Tuesday, July 8th, 1919 the following Minute is recorded: "Testimonial for H Smith: Proposed, seconded and carried unanimously, that a testimonial be raised for H Smith in recognition of the fine work rendered by him to his county in scoring two separate centuries, in the recent Hampshire v. Gloucestershire match. This fund realised £10 10s."
At the General Meeting held on Friday, March 6th, 1920, we read: "It was resolved that Rule 2 be read as follows:--That members of the Club shall consist of two classes, viz. Honorary Members--subscriptions optional, and Playing Members whose subscriptions shall be 10/6d. annually. The annual subscription of Playing Members under 17 years of age to be 4/-."
At the Annual General Meeting held on the 23rd February, 1921,. the following Minute was recorded: "It was proposed by Mr Selkirk, seconded by Mr Matthews, that our old and esteemed friend Mr Wadlow be placed on our list of Patrons as a Life Member and a Vice-President. One and all present agreed that he had rendered most valuable help to our Club."

Club's Common Rights.
The Annual General Meeting for season 1922 held on 24th November, 1921 and attended by 32 members, recorded amongst its minutes:-
"Before the election of Captains took place a letter from Mr H.E. Hibbs was read resigning from his office. This was duly accepted with very considerable regret and a hearty vote of thanks was given to Mr. Hibbs for his very valuable services to the Club."
"Some very interesting news now came from our Chairman, Mr P.G. Davies, regarding the Common. He told us that in future the Club would not be interfered with, and that improvements could be made to the Common. A hearty vote of thanks was passed for the able way Mr. P. G. Davies had guided us, and this brought to a close a very pleasant meeting, which certainly gave one and all every satisfaction."
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New Secretary.
At a Committee Meeting held on 7th March, 1922, Major Sprye: resigned the Secretaryship of the Club and was followed by Mr A.J. Brown, who rendered yeoman service to the Club for many years.
At the meeting held on 3rd October, 1922 it was recorded that the Jack Fox benefit match had realised £14 10s. 6d. The secretary was instructed to forward this amount to Mr. Fox, with the very best wishes and thanks of all members.
The Annual General Meeting of 1922 held on 29th November records that the balance in hand was £7 12s. 4d., a highly satisfactory state of affairs considering we had had a very poor summer. (We were content and happy then with smaller balances as long as they were on the right side.) At this meeting Messrs. J. Fox and H.J. Wadlow .were made Life Members of the Club.

Ground Improvements.
Constantly appearing in the Minutes of the monthly committee meetings for 1923 are references to the Ground Improvements Committee and their work. One typical item is: "The Treasurer reported that he had received £7 9s. 2d. from the Village Hall Committee, this being the result of their splendid effort to help our Ground Improvements Fund."
On 5th June, 1923 appears the Minute--"It was decided that in future we should make a second collection at our Home Matches and that this should be allocated to our Ground Improvements Fund."
In the Minutes of 4th September, 1923 the following is recorded: It was decided to elect Mr Moore as a Vice-President of our Club in return for his very valuable services in assisting to level our ground.
On 6th November, 1923, the following Minute was passed:--"That the Cricket Club should loan the sum of £8 10s. to the Ground Improvement Fund so that accounts owing might be paid up."

H. J. Wadlow's Services.
At the Annual General Meeting held on 28th November, 1923, the business recorded included the following interesting items:-- "That this meeting desires to place on record the eminent services rendered by Mr. H. J. Wadlow, late Headmaster of the Frenchay Schools, extending over many years in every branch of work connected with the Frenchay Cricket Club, namely as a prominent playing member, as Honorary Secretary and as a member of various Committees." "Carried with acclamation."
"Seeing that the Commons Improvement Fund needed financial help, Mr. W. H. Lovell proposed and Mr. F. Bartlett seconded that the Cricket Club give the sum of £10 to this fund."
"The Secretary reminded the meeting of what a great loss the Cricket world had suffered during the close season in the sudden death of Mr. Norman Hardy of Knowle Cricket Club. "This was a sentiment which voiced the feeling of the Bristol Cricketing fraternity.

Arranging a Loan.
At the meeting held on 1st April, 1924, it is recorded that Mr Selkirk promised to see the Bank and arrange a loan of £50 for Ground Work. This is further corroboration of the tremendous efforts put into the care and preservation of the Common by the Club.
The last Minute of the Annual Meeting of 26th November, 1925 reads :--- "Before closing, our Chairman wished every success and good health to our member Mr W. Poole, who was just about to leave for Australia, and assured him that he carried with him the good wishes of every one of our members, and expressed the hope that we should hear from him from time to time."
The minutes of a Committee Meeting held on 1st March, 1926 contain the following item-- "Proposed by Mr Moore, seconded by Mr Godwin that we write the Parish Council and ask permission to erect a hut on the Common."

Resignations.
At the Annual General Meeting held on 5th December, 1927 we read: "Mr. P. G. Davies informed members as he was leaving Frenchay he thought it best that we should elect a President who resided in the village. It was with much regret that the Club accepted Mr Davies' resignation, but it was unanimously voted there and then that Mr Davies be elected a Life Member."
Note:--Mr Davies was re-elected President in 1935, following the Rev. E. M. Bald.
Under date 28th November, 1930 we read of the resignation of that very stalwart and cheery secretary, Mr Alec J. Brown, his successor being our present most worthy and hard working secretary, Lew Golledge. This gives Lew a very long spell of 15 years in office, during which he has carried many a burden and done good service.
Our old friend Alec was made a Life Member of the Club.

To Encourage Young Players.
The following Minute is also of interest:-- "Mr E. Matthews proposed a scheme for the encouragement of young local players. This was acclaimed by all, and it was decided to put the same into use during season 1931 and to watch results."
The scheme, which still runs, is as follows:-- Three Free Memberships for boys of the village under these conditions: (a) Full rights of bowling and batting at practice; 
(b)	Eligibility for matches in cases of emergency. Free membership does not carry the right to be considered by the Selection Committee for a place in either team;
(c)	Boys not to be over 16 years of age before start of season to be eligible for a free membership;
(d)	Free members on reaching the age of 16 to pay a yearly subscription of 2/6.; at age of 17, 5/-; age of 18, 7/6; at 19, 10/- and at 20 to pay full membership fee. (In each case the age to be that which the member has reached before the season opens.)
(e)	The greatest number of free and reduced subscription members not to exceed four in any season;
(f)	The right to be a free member to be withdrawn at the discretion of the Committee for either: (i) Misconduct at practice; (ii) Lack of desire to avail himself of opportunities offered.
In passing it should be noted that the scheme has worked well and resulted in much benefit to the Club.

Life Members.
At the Annual Meeting held on December 16th, 1932, tile list of life Members was increased from four to eleven, the following being elected:--H. Hibbs, J.L. Selkirk, A. Attwood, W. Sharpe, W. Halliwell, A. Greenway and W.H. Lovell. In 1933 at the Annual General Meeting, we find the names of H. Baber and E. Matthews included in those of Life Members. In the Minutes of March 6th, 1934 we read:--We, the members of Frenchay C.C. wish to place on record deep sense of loss at the passing of our old colleague and friend L. Selkirk. We further wish to record our high appreciation of his eminent and devoted service as Honorary Treasurer extending over so many years."

Purchase of Cottages.
A most interesting item appears in the minutes of 28th October, 1941:-- The following members signed the documents as Trustees for the conveyance of the two cottages purchased on behalf of the Club:-- Messrs. A.F.L. Golledge, P.V. Roberts  and R Sharpe. The committee placed on record their recognition of the work and success of the Secretary in purchasing the property and the great help he, the Secretary, had received from Mr P.V. Roberts, the Treasurer."
At a committee meeting on January 30th, 1945, it was decided to purchase photographs (framed) of three of our playing members--R. Ford, E. Lewis and H. Williams--and of our late groundsman, W. Wallace, all war casualties, to be hung in the dressing-room.
It requires little comment to explain that the excerpts from the Minute Books have been very spread out in this last section. Naturally the business carried through is more recent in memory, or at least, the effects are.
I would add one more word. The frequent votes of thanks to the Secretary and Treasurer and, the Ladies who helped so gallantly in the tent, are striking testimony to the esteem in which they are held by all.

THE HONORARY SECRETARY.
Mr. Lew Golledge, hon. secy. for the past 14 years, writes:-- I became a playing member of the Frenchay Cricket Club in 1928, prior to which date I had been a member of the Stapleton Club. From the early days with Frenchay I took a very keen interest in the Club's well-being, and in 1930 I was paid the honour of being elected Assistant Honorary Secretary, to assist that very loyal servant (for so many years) Alec Brown. It was a great pleasure to be associated with Alec in looking after the Club's interests. I was further honoured the following year, 1931, by being elected Hon. Secretary, which office I still hold, having completed fourteen years continuous service and, believe me, they have been 14 happy years. In addition to the Secretaryship I acted as Treasurer in 1934. This was immediately following the passing of Mr. Selkirk. At the end of my season as Secretary-Treasurer, the Club finished up with about £22 in hand which, I believe, is one of the best seasons the Club has experienced.
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It has also fallen to my lot on occasions to captain the 1st XI and 2nd XI, and needless to say I am very proud to think that this opportunity presented itself during my playing career.

Appeal to Stalwarts.
In giving a rough survey of the Club's working during my period of office, one or two things stand out in my memory. In 1934 it was becoming obvious that a number of the Club's older stalwarts were for some reason losing interest in the Club and its affairs.
This causedme a great deal of worry, and I gave the matter very serious thought. I decided to approach these older members personally, with a view to getting them to take a more active interest in the Club, feeling that the Club could not get along without such stalwarts as Harry Hibbs, E. Mathtews, W. Sharpe, W.H. Lovell and others. It is such gentlemen as these who have played and taken part in the management of Cricket all their lives, who are the absolute foundation of any club.
My efforts in this direction proved successful as will be borne out by the fact that Harry Hibbs is at present Vice-President, E. Matthews, the Club's Chairman, and W. Sharpe a very live member of the Committee. Business unfortunately, took W. H. Lovell out of the district, but he nevertheless retains close contact with the Club.

Club Headquarters.
For a long time one of my ambitions had been to provide a recognised Headquarters for the Club. Progress was made in this direction when in 1938 it was suggested that enquiries should be made regarding the possibility of erecting a Pavilion on the Common. I pursued the possibilities of such an undertaking to the fullest extent, by writing, visiting and obtaining interviews with persons and bodies concerned with such a proposition, but all efforts on our part led to nought, as our request was eventually turned down by the authorities.
In 1941, two cottages adjacent to the Common were up for sale, and I suggested they should be purchased by the Club as an alternative to the proposed pavilion. The Club agreed to do so, and an appeal was launched for funds to meet the cost. It is pleasing to record that a splendid response was received, £200 having been subscribed.

War Effects.
About this time the war was beginning to make itself felt as all the younger players were being called to the Colours. We lost our groundsman for this reason during 1941 season, and it is regretted that we cannot look forward to his return as he has given his all.
The scarcity of playing members became so serious that a meeting was arranged to go into the position very thoroughly to decide whether it was possble to carry on in the existing circumstances. We did continue through the 1941 season with marked success. Apart from the efforts I put in on the wicket, I wish to pay a special tribute to the players who were then available for the splendid work they put in during the evenings, which made it possible for the players and the spectators to enjoy cricket under almost peace-time Conditions.

Happy Memories.
At the Club's Annual General Meeting following the 1941 season it was unanimously decided to make an all out effort to keep the flag flying until the end of the War. Those war years of cricket, I believe, will be looked back upon in years to come, with very happy memories by those who toiled and played under difficulties.
I would like to acknowledge the splendid help and encouragement I always received from our worthy President, Mr. P.G. Davies, O.B.E., when I had occasion to consult him on Club matters. I also wish to record my sincere thanks to all the Officers of the Club who have rendered much valuable assistance to me during my term of office, and to the players who so gallantly kept tile Club well to the fore during tile difficult war years.

We now hold out a hand of welcome to greet our members returning from the Forces, and offer them all a big "Thank You" for the splendid job of work they have done for the Old Country.
A.F.L. GOLLEDGE, Honorary Secretary.

OUR COUNTY PLAYERS.
Since the very early days Frenchay Cricket Club has been very closely connected with the counties of Gloucestershire, in particular and, to a lesser degree, Somerset. As has been mentioned in other places in this history, several Frenchay players have been called upon to assist their counties and it has been Frenchay's pride that at many periods county players have often taken the opportunity of having a game with us when the chance has arisen. Unfortunately it has been impossible to obtain details of the careers of these early players other than those mentioned by the various contributors to this little hook. Of the more recent players, however, a little more can he said.
Of Course the most famous name of all is that of W. G. Grace, but other more detailed sources of information can he consulted for facts about "The Grand Old Man" so, apart from references already made, we will leave him with pride at being able to claim him as our  captain in 1870.

Harry Smith.
A player who it is safe to say will never be forgotten as long as cricket is played at Frenchay, is the late Harry Smith, a man of sterling worth both on and off the field, whose death in 1937 at the early age of 46, was deeply regretted not only at Frenchay, but wherever the game is played.
Without question Harry Smith was the finest all-round cricketer Frenchay ever produced, and from village cricket he progressed to county status, playing for Gloucestershire for many years and also gaining Test Match honours. He was a line batsman and a good bowler, but it was as a wicket-keeper that he will be chiefly remembered. He was also a first-class Association footballer and played for Bolton Wanderers as an inside forward in the First Division till an injury brought his career to all early close.
He played for Frenchay when little more than a boy, doing extremely well with bat and ball as well as behind the stumps over a considerable period before he was "discovered" in 1912 for Gloucestershire after one particularly good display for his Club. Succeeding Jack Board, he "kept" for the county with such success as to be pronounced at one period as the best wicket-keeper in the country. Among his many feats was in 1927, when in four successive innings he allowed only one bye, while opponents compiled 1,374 runs for 23 wickets.
Harry "kept" for England in the first Test Match against the West Indies at Lords in 1928, and but for the fact that Strudwick was at his best, would undoubtedly have gained other Test honours. He played for the Players against the Gentlemen in 1924.
For several seasons he scored over 1,000 runs for Gloucestershire, and altogether compiled more than 13,000 in first-class Cricket, including ten centuries, two being made in one match against Hampshire.
It was a great blow to the county when in 1932 he was unable to play owing to ill-health, and though in 1935 he turned out again he could not stand the strain.
His popularity was evidenced by the fact that his benefit produced £1,150, the match being against Northampton at Greenb ank.
Quiet and unassuming, always cheerful, and a thorough sportsman, Harry Smith has left a fragrant memory.

R B Marsh.
R. B. Marsh joined the Club in 1920 and made his name as a fast bowler and a forcing bat. He played for Somerset in 1928 and in 1934, and during a varied career has played cricket in Ireland and Scotland where he served for four years with the County of Aberdeen. Returning to Bristol he assisted the Civil Service Club for whom he did yeoman service with both bat and ball and earned himself a place in the National Civil service team in representative games against the MCC, Royal navy and the Royal Air Force, He made a welcome return to Frenchay in 1943 and since that time has been an invaluable member of the Club as, apart from his many fine performances on the field, he has helped freely with advice gained from a very wide experience.

Alan Matthews.
A. Matthews learned his cricket at Bristol Commercial College. He came to the Club in 1933 at the age of 18 and soon made a name for himself as a fast bowler. His many brilliant performances soon attracted the notice of the Gloucestershire County Cricket Club and he was invited to play against Hampshire in the same season. After two seasons with the County, during which time his batting improved tremendously, he went to Scotland where he assisted the county of Clackmannan for two seasons. While he was there he was very successful with both bat and ball and his most outstanding performance was the taking of five wickets in one over (all clean bowled), in recognition of which he was presented with the ball, mounted and suitably inscribed. Since his return to the Club in 1938, he has played regularly and has always been a menace to the other side.
What of the future! Frenchay has great hopes of being represented in coming County sides, for already, Ivor Guy and Cyril Clarke have played in Colts matches and it is known that the County authorities are interested in some of our other young players.
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE CLUB.
TAKEN FROM AVAILABLE RECORDS.
President.
1880--Rev. A. L. Moore; 1881--H. Derham, Esq.; 1882-4--Rev. F. E. Warren; 1885--Captain Belfield; 1886--J. W. Langdon, Esq.; 1887--T. Peckett, Esq.; 1888--J. Crook, Esq.; 1891--G. W. Tanner, Esq.; 1892--A. Deedes, Esq.; 1897--H. W. Ward, Esq.; 1904-15--W. H. P. Jenkins, Esq.; 1919-26-Dr. C. H. B. Elliott; 1927--P. G. Davies, Esq.; 1929-35--Rev. E. M. Bald; 1936-46--P. G. Davies, Esq.

Captain.
1870--Dr. W. G. Grace; 1880-81--R. F. Wright; 1882--J. Fox; 1883--E. Browning; 1884-1888--E. J. Taylor; 1891--J. Fox; 1892--A. W. Nash; 1897--J. Fox; 1904-1908--H. E. Hibbs, 1909--A. Greenway; 1910-1911--H. E. Hibbs; 1912-1913--H. Smith; 1914-1921--H.E. Hibbs; 1922-1928--W. H. Lovell; 1929 --E. N. Plaster; 1930-1931--E. Matthews; 1932--E. N. Plaster; 1933-1935--P. H. Hazard; 1936-1946--R. Sharpe.

Secretary.
1880-83 S. Piper (and Treasurer); 1884-87 S. Piper; 1888--S. Piper (and Treasurer); 1891 T. Moore; 1892 J. Waddell; 1897-1910--H. J. Wadlow; 1912-13 H. J. Wadlow (and Treasurer); 1919 P. G. Tucker; 1920-21 A. J. Brown; !922-Major Sprye; 1923-1930--A. J. Brown; 1931-1946 L. Golledge.

Treasurer.
1884-85 H. W. Marriott; 1886--J. H. Anger; 1887--G. Ferris; 1891 Rev. A. J. Beedle;. 1892-1910--Rev W. Brooke; 1919 A.G. Davis; 1920-21--R. Watkins; 1922-34--J. L. Selkirk; 1935-40--J. I. Thomas; 1941-46--P. V: Roberts.


AS OTHERS SEE US.
NEIGHBOURS' CONGRATULATIONS.
In response to invitation, four of Frenchay's oldest opponents have forwarded highly appreciated messages of congratulation on the completion of our centenary.
From Bedminster, who are looking forward with pleasurable anticipation to the completion of their own centenary next year, comes the following from Mr. Clifford H. Reed (Hon. Sec.):-
On behalf of the Bedminster Cricket Club, I would like to congratulate Frenchay upon being the first Club in the district to achieve the distinction of completing 100 years of cricket, and to offer you our best wishes for the success of your forthcoming centenary celebrations. This must indeed be a proud moment in the long history of your Club, and all honour to the many cricket enthusiasts, past and present, who have played their part in maintaining the Club in unbroken succession over such a long period of time.
Bedminster, as you know, is only a year behind you in the matter of age, and, although there are no records available to indicate the actual date our two Clubs first met on the cricket field, it seems highly probable that we have been playing each other more or less continuously from the very earliest days, right up to the present time. It was a sporting gesture on your part, therefore, to cement our long and friendly association by inviting Bedminster to open your week of cricket in the month of July next--a compliment which we shall most certainly return in l947, when our turn comes to indulge in similar celebrations.
It would have been interesting to have revived accounts of some of the games in  which our predecessors participated, but unfortunately the earliest records of Bedminster have not been preserved. I believe r it is general knowledge, however, that both Frenchay and Bedminster were formidable sides in those days and one can well imagine the keen rivalry that must have existed between them. An incident of the long ago has been passed to me by a St. George resident who recalls driving the  Bedminster team out to the Common in a pair horse brake, way back in 1895. To my regret he was unable to recollect any details of the match, his only memory of the occasion circling around the horses, one of which he states was a little "off colour" when they arrived at the ground. With the prospect of the homeward journey to face, he thought the animal would appreciate a kindly action and respond accordingly, so he gave him a "handful of hay" from the stable yard. When he enquired of the landlord after the match what the charge was for stabling, the reply was 6d each horse and (to tile everlasting mortification of my informant) 6d for the hay. If nothing else, this incident serves to illustrate how times have changed.
With regard to the cricket of our own day, there is no question that for years now Frenchay has been regarded as one of the strongest and most attractive sides in the district, playing that sporting type of cricket that appeals so much to players and spectators alike. Bedminster, like other Clubs, delight to play against you--especially on that picturesque common of yours--and we hope that fixtures between the two Clubs will continue for years to come.

94-YEAR OLD KNOWLE.
Then comes a message from Knowle (who in 1952 will be 100 years old) through Mr. Stanley Sutton, hon. sec., who writes:-
Hearty congratulations on reaching your century, from your 94 year-old friends at Knowle.
A century of cricket on the Common! What a wonderful achievement! Little could those young men of Frenchay have imagined in 1846 that the Club they had started would last 100 years and then be as strong as ever, and likely to last as long as cricket is played. The style of dress and the style of play have both changed. But the Common remains the same, and I suppose that even Walter Hale, who first played for Knowle against Frenchay in 1887, can see very little difference in the surroundings.
To walk on to the ground on a bright summer's afternoon, with the green of the short cut grass and the white of the screens and scoring tent showing up against the old grey church, gives one a thrill of pleasure and of anticipation of the sporting game to follow.
I will not attempt to give a list of all the famous men who have played for the Club, as their names would fill a book, but I am sure that when your final history is written, the names of Mr. Harry Hibbs and your present Secretary, Mr. Lew Golledge, will be outstanding for the services they have rendered. May your Club go on from strength to strength, towards its second century in the greatest of all games, which the more it changes the more it remains the same

STAPLETON.
From Stapleton, who can go back to 1863, if not before, comes the following:-
A century in sport, indeed in anything, is one of the milestones of progress. But in cricket it seems to mean so much more as the very word is bound up with the game. Think of the young cricketer making his first century--the sense of exhilaration, and pride in his achievement, as he joins the select band. Or again, think of those who have put away their bats for ever. Do not the thoughts of centuries made remain with them for ever, bringing a glow to their hearts and a reminder of the pleasures that the game has brought to them? How much more does it not mean to a club to be able to look back to a century of progress; to the small beginning with a rough pitch and uncut outfield, to the struggles for recognition, to the triumphs and setbacks, until finally the Club emerges strong, confident, and respected by all, as it passes the mark which sets a seal upon its achievements.

Bond of Friendship:
It is with these thoughts that we of the Stapleton Cricket Club offer our congratulations to the Frenchay Cricket Club on the occasion of their centenary. We are old rivals, and many are the exciting games that have been played between the two villages, not, however, without incidents at times, but through it all there has been a strong bond of friendship between the Clubs. How old our rivalry is we do not know, as our records of the earlier years are very incomplete. We do know, however, that our Club was in existence in 1863, and no doubt there were games between the Clubs about this time, although the first mention that we have of Frenchay was in 1888. From 1893 onwards, we have complete records of match results, and it is interesting to note that since that time 86 games have been played, of which Frenchay have won 33 and Stapleton 29, the remainder being drawn.
The very thought of a match with Frenchay brings to the mind a typically English village scene, the Common, the Church, the trees and the stately mansions. Those who have not played there, or on another such ground have missed something in cricket-- the Village Cricket Match--although, except for the setting, the present-day games can hardly be classed as 'village'.
With this peaceful Scene in mind, we wish the Frenchay Cricket Club a further century of progress, and may the friendship between our two Clubs continue unabated in conjunction with the keenest rivalry on the field of play.

DOWNEND.
From our old friends and rivals Downend comes the following welcome message:
Frenchay is not only a good Cricket Club, but it has become a famous institution among all lovers of our noble summer game.
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The fact that during this year of grace, 1946, it attains its Centenary is an event of great importance, and this summer will be a time of rejoicing in which all Bristol and Gloucestershire cricketers will join.
In response to an invitation to write a few words from a neighbour's point of view, it may be said that memory goes back to the year 1903, when the writer was taken by his parents to see a cricket match on Frenchay Common. Mr. Wadlow, then the village schoolmaster and a playing member of the team, provided a basket of strawberries, which to a boy of ten was a great treat, and that, combined with a dawning interest in cricket, constituted a perfect Saturday afternoon.
Since those far-off days, it has been a privilege for the writer and his team friends to visit the Common on many occasions, where a warm welcome has always been extended and a perfect wicket always prepared.
On public holidays, when Frenchay meet near neighbours, the sight on the Common must be seen to be believed. To a large and orderly crowd cricket is enjoyed under picnic conditions, and with the stately church looking down on this typical English scene, hours pass almost unnoticed.
During 1946 season, Frenchay Cricket Club has kindly invited neighbouring clubs to assist them during the cricket week which marks the Centenary celebrations. These invitations will be accepted with joy and enthusiasm, because we, as neighbours, know that great events do not happen every day, but are the culmination of quiet find persistent endeavour over the past 100 years.
What more can one say, except to wish Frenchay Many Happy-Returns and a wealth of sunshine during season 1946.
				Downend C.C.
 
The Photgraphs		Page numbers refer to the original book.


Page 2		The Common, with Mr Howard Marshall, BBC, broadcasting commentary on a match with Stapleton, May 26th, 1945.

Page4		PG Davies, Esq, MBE, JP.

Page 20	Frenchay Cricket Team, 1897.
Back - Church, Tiley, E Ann, H Adams, C Clarke, Heaven, E Coombes.
Middle - A Humphries, F Howard, J Fox, W Jefferies.
Front - S Ford, HJ Wadlow, F Stiddard.

Page 28	Frenchay Cricket Club, 1911.
Back  -  G Smith, C Matthews, J Kirk, E Kendall, E Matthews, W Jones, F Foreman, C Clark, P Tucker (Scorer).
Second row - R King, Rev W Brooke (Hon Treas), Alic Rawlins, HE Hibbs, (Capt), WSR Biss (Vice Capt), H Smith, CHB Elliott, Esq, HJ Wadlow (Hon Sec)
Front - R Rawlins, J Kilby.

Page 32	Frenchay Cricket Club, 1920.
Back - W Sharp, T Scadding, F Weaver, RB Marsh, S Hacker, H Smith, A Greenway, E Guy, A Curtis, J Fox, E Ann.
Middle - A Brown (Hon Sec), RF Watkins (Hon Treas), WA Davis, HE Hibbs (Capt), AG Ford (Vice Capt), HA Davis, HJ Wadlow, CHB Elliott, esq.
Front - LA Hibbs, F Chamberlain, J Kirk, WG Davis, WH Lovell.

Page 55	` Frenchay 1st XI,1945.
Back - Umpire, A Matthews, P Richardson, H Plaster, H Pitts, W Cranfield, Umpire.
Middle - D Fitz, C Jarvis, J Godfrey, R Marsh, W Adams, R Clark.
Front - R Godfrey (Scorer)

Page 60	Frenchay 2nd XI, 1938.
Back - C Clark, L Golledge, T Taylor, J Thomas, G Haskins, L Leigh.
Middle - S Bates, J Fox, C Kendell (Capt), D Hazard, F Godfrey.
Front - J Cann (scorer).

Page 63	Mr HE Hibbs (Vice-President).

Page 68	Roy Sharpe (Captain).

Page 94	Mr E Matthews (Chairman).

Page 104	AFL Golledge, Hon Sec. PV Roberts, Hon Treas.

Page 106	Harry Smith.






Advertisement:

When visiting Frenchay drop in at the White Lion Hotel.
Across the Common - above the Common.
George Beers - - - -HQ Frenchay CC.
Fully Licensed. Proprietor: AG Ford.
Phone: Frenchay 35


